So Now You're Going to Court...

You've filed your claim and served the defendant - or you have been
served (learn more about these steps here and here). Going to Small
Claims is, at best, a chance to be vindicated by the courts, and at
worst, a valuable life experience. Whether you have chosen to go to
court, or have been brought there kicking and screaming, this
pamphlet will help you prepare for your 15 minutes of fame. In here
you will find:

e Information about procedure

* Additional information and guidelines about the process

Procedure

On the day, your attention should be entirely focused on the task at
hand. This might be hard to do if you are not familiar with the
process that takes place. Here is some information on the procedure
so that you won'’t be caught off guard!

When you arrive, Everyone will be
sign in with the clerk asked to stand and
at the desk take a group oath

Place your evidence
in the folders

: The clerks will then
provided to you (the explain the rules
folders are different

for plaintiffs and
defendants)




You are given time to
go outside and show
the other side your
evidence, if you have
not already done so
(you can also try to

reach a resolution)

Any witnesses you
bring go up with you
at the beginning and

sit beside you

The Judge is not
permitted to give
legal advice to either
the defendant or the
plaintiff at any time

The Judge is unlikely
to issue a verdict
during the trial. S/he
will take the matter
‘into submission’ and
the decision will
come to you by mail

The judge will
dismiss evidence if
the other side has not
seen it

Uncontested cases
(those with only one
signature) are heard

first

Your hearing will proceed
on a question and answer
basis, with each side being

given a chance to give a
statement. The plaintiff
begins with their statement

Your hearing should
last no more than 15
minutes




Insider Hints and Tips (From Court Observation)

When arguing your case, there are a few things that you can do to
really give yourself a leg up. These are the hints and tips that cannot
be overemphasized for somebody going to Small Claims...




More Tips (From the State Courts Website)




Other Information

WHAT TO DO IF THE DEFENDANT DOESN'T SHOW UP...
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WHAT TO DO IF THE PLAINTIFF DOESN'T SHOW UP...




	here

