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Back to the future
Harvard’s Museum of Comparative Zoology hurtles into
the digital world, with DNA discoveries along for the ride.
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GOD AND WALMART
“If you want to reach the Christian
population on Sunday, you do it from
the church pulpit,” said scholar
Bethany Moreton, quoting the execu-
tive director of the Christian Coalition
from 1995. “But if you want to reach
them on Saturday, you do it at Wal-
mart.” Moreton examines the suc-
cess of the discount retail chain
Walmart and its Christian corporate
ethos.
�news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=
30911

HARVARD’S STATISTICS DEPT.
FETES CENTENARY OF A FOUNDER
The Harvard Statistics Department
marked the centennial birth year of
one of its founding members, William
Gemmell Cochran, with a symposium
celebrating his landmark scholarship.
�news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=
30558

LIGHT YEARS
After 40 years at the Harvard
Business School, Dean Jay Light
(left) looks back on how the School
has evolved.
�news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=
31658

Photos: top by Stephanie Mitchell, center by Rose Lincoln | Harvard Staff Photographers; bottom courtesy of Kit Parker

AFTER TWO TOURS, PROFESSOR OFFERS
'GROUND-TRUTH' DESCRIPTION OF WAR
Kit Parker (right), U.S. Army major and
bioengineering professor, offers a
“ground-truth” description of how the war
is being fought in Afghanistan, and a per-
sonal assessment of the challenges
faced by U.S. forces.
�news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=31562

THE DECIDING FACTOR
What, exactly, distinguishes humans
from apes? It’s certainly more than
just our genes, says renowned anthro-
pologist Sarah Blaffer Hrdy (left).
Hrdy, who received her A.B. in 1969
and Ph.D. in 1975 for work in Har-
vard’s Department of Anthropology,
returned to speak on “Mothers and
Others: The Origin of Emotionally Mod-
ern Humans.”
�news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=
31547
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FORWARD INTO THE PAST
As it celebrates its 150th anniversary,
the Museum of Comparative Zoology
is acknowledging its past and looking
to its future as a source of zoological
knowledge. Page 4

FOREST GALLERY IN THE WINGS
Paul Zofnass ’69, M.B.A. ’73, keeps
his interest in the outdoors alive as
he commits to fund the New England
Forests exhibition at the Harvard
Museum of Natural History. Page 6

BIOLOGIST TURNS GENETIC
TRASH TO TREASURE
Researcher John Rinn overcomes a
rocky start in life through his passion
for biology — discovering a new
category of RNAs on the way. Page 7
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The Gordon McKay Professor of
Electrical Engineering and Applied
Physics uses his personal
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COVER STORY

Harvard’s Museum of
Comparative Zoology uses
its past to help future
researchers. Page 4
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AtHarvard’sMuseumof Comparative Zoology (MCZ), there’s
aNewGuinea butterfly whose collectorwas himself captured
and eaten by cannibals. There’s a 150-million-year-old kro-
nosaurus, whose toothy skeleton covers an entire exhibit
wall. There’s a now-extinct blackmamo, a birdwith a long
curved beak caught on explorer JamesCook’s 1778 voyage to
Hawaii, which he “discovered” for Europeans.

The now-extinct species in themuseum’s display cases, draw-
ers, and cabinets include a dodo and a great auk, a passenger
pigeon and ivory-billedwoodpeckers, a Steller’s sea cow and a
Tasmanian tiger. There aremany thousands of present-day
creatures too, including giantwhales, giraffes, and gorillas.

Themuseum,whichmarks its 150th anniversary this year, is
full ofmusty, dusty specimens, about 21million and counting.

But if you thought theMCZ is frozen in time, you’d be dead
wrong. The digital and theDNA revolutions have arrived in
full force, and themuseum is roaring headlong into the Inter-
net age.

Museum staffmembers already have loaded almost 700,000
digital records onto theWeb, where they are accessible to re-
searchers and students alike, and officials hope to complete
the processwithin five years. DNA testing, whichwas un-
knownwhenmany of the specimenswere gathered decades
ago, has become amaster key in tracing animals’ lineage and
evolution. Even the oldest samples generally yield telltale
DNA.

In short, themuseum is stuffed full of specimens, frombase-
ment to attic—where a bluewhale resides—but it has never
been about the specimens, as such. It was, and is, about the
knowledge that they contain.

The beetles, bats, and other beasts sitting in drawers, cabi-
nets, and display cases constitute both a vast library of life
and a scientific timemachine. They tell scientists who are
savvy enough to ask not just the details of a specific bird or
lizard or snail, but aboutwhere it lived andwhen.

In this anniversary year, theMCZ is allowing itself a reprieve
from the frenetic pace of collecting, educating, and research-

Forward into the past
As it celebrates its 150th anniversary, theMuseum of
Comparative Zoology is acknowledging its history and looking
toward its future as a digital source for zoological knowledge.

By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

COVER STORY
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Mark Omura and Hopi Hoekstra ex-
amine pelts that, as “type speci-
mens,” help define the species for
science. Full-size whale skeletons
(below) hang from the ceiling of
the renovated Hall of Mammals.



ing to remember its past. Yet in examining the intent
of its founder, Louis Agassiz, it also finds itself look-
ing at its future.

MCZDirector JamesHanken said Agassiz’s vision of
themuseumas a place for education and research on
the origin, history, and diversity of life endures today.
And though the traditional collections remain, that
search for knowledge is executed increasingly
throughmodernmethods. There are severalmajor
drives underway to digitize themuseum’s collec-
tions, beginningwith the so-calledmetadata, the
written details accompanying a specimen, where it
was collected, when, and bywhom.

Other information is being added as it becomes
available, such as digital images, X-rays, and field
notes. The digitized, online database for the ichthy-
ology collection, for example, shows 23 specimens of
piranha, the famed flesh-eating fish that haunts
SouthAmericanwaterways. The records show
where, when, and bywhom the fishwere collected,
and that two species, despite the piranha’s fearsome
reputation, are fruit eaters.

Examining specimens with a mouse click

Another effort, begun last summer, raises the bar on
the type of information available to far-flung schol-
ars over the Internet. A program called Aves 3Duses
advanced laser scanners to create three-dimensional
digital images of themuseum’s 12,000 bird skeletons,
which include such gems as a complete skeleton of
the extinct dodo. The effort will result in an online
database available to scholars and schoolchildren
alike that will allow those interested not only to see
the bird bones, but tomeasure andmanipulate them
in three dimensions.

Hanken reeled off a list of other digitization efforts,
among themHerpNet for reptiles and amphibians,
FishNet for fish, ORNIS for birds, andMaNIS for
mammals. There are others, eachwith a different
wrinkle in the nature and type of information avail-
able.

Hanken said themuseum’s digital strides have al-
ready resulted in increases in the number of scholars
using the collections and decreases in the number of
requests for in-person visits or for specimens to be
mailed to researchers’ home institutions. That has
the twin benefit, Hanken said, of increasing the col-
lection’s usefulnesswhile decreasingwear and tear

on the specimens.

“We’re basically going to digitize everything asso-
ciatedwith the specimens. Anyone, anywhere can
pull up information anytime for free,”Hanken
said. “We’re sitting on a goldmine of information.
The trick is to get this stuff out there.Many scien-
tists don’t knowwhatwe have.”

The digitization effort across theMCZhas already
generated 687,210 records, encompassingmore
than amillion specimens. Though fundingmay
prove a limiting factor, Hanken said he expects the
process to be completed in the next five years.

Then there are themyriad cutting-edge uses for
DNA, that revelatory foundation ofmodern sci-
ence, which is in everyMCZ specimen. It is held in
death as it was in life, in tissues preserved in vari-
ousways, soaked in alcohol, dried, or held in feath-
ers or fur.

In recent years, investigating a creature’s DNAhas
become as important asmeasuring its beak size or
skull dimensions in science’s efforts to understand
a creature and how it interacts with its environ-
ment. Hanken and theMCZ’s faculty curators say
that the rising prominence of DNA in scientific in-
quiry hasmade themuseum’s specimensmore rel-
evant, not less.

HopiHoekstra, theMCZ’s curator ofmammals
and LoebAssociate Professor of theNatural Sci-
ences, said that for virtually everymammal speci-
men collected a bit of tissue is also taken and held
frozen as aDNA specimen. That practice is true for
other collections aswell, Hanken said, and themu-
seumplans to create a holding area for deep-frozen
tissues as part of a centralized collection.

“People routinely collectmaterials for genetic analy-
sis,”Hanken said. “It’ll hold hundreds of thousands
of specimens.”

While tissues collected specifically forDNA analysis
are valuable, Hoekstra said one strength of theMCZ
collections is that formany specimens, even the
older ones, usableDNA can still be extracted.

Hoekstra’s own research, which has added 3,000
specimens to themammal collection in the past two
years, examines natural selection’s impact on the
coat color of deermice.

“A lot of ourwork depends on collections from 100
years ago, sowe can compare temporally,”Hoekstra
said. “We can… getDNAout of ancient specimens.
We can look not only at differences in color but also
at genetic change through time. Some older speci-
mens have been skinned, dried, and dipped in ben-
zene, andwe can still get useful DNAout of them.”

Hoekstra andHanken said that with an extinction
crisis underway amid awarmingworld,museum
collections aremore important than ever in helping
to unravel the changes taking place.

“If you think about global climate change, we can
document changes in the ranges of animals. Things
are being found in places they never have before and

are lost in placeswhere they oncewere,”Hoekstra
said.

Somuch for the idea that themuseum is amusty
home for stuffed animals.

A collection born amid controversy

TheMCZwas founded in 1859 by famed Swiss scien-
tist Louis Agassiz, whowas known for discovering
the Ice Ages. Agassiz came toHarvard intent on
starting amuseum thatwould rival the great institu-
tions of Europe. Today, however, Agassiz is asmuch
remembered for being on thewrong side of the evo-
lution debate as he is for his work at theMCZor for
his earlier scientific findings.

His efforts not only established an enduring scien-
tific institution, but also drove collecting efforts that
enriched it. One expedition to the Amazon, during
whichAgassiz hoped to find evidence against Charles
Darwin’s theories of evolution, gathered specimens
representing 2,200 species, an astounding 2,000 of
whichwere new to science.

Agassiz’s son, Alexander, furthered his father’s ef-
forts. He became themuseum’s second and longest-
serving director and used his great personal wealth
to bring his father’smuseumvision to fruition.

There have been nine directors since themuseum’s
founding, including prominent scientists such as
evolutionary biologist ErnstMayr, who led the insti-
tution from 1961 to 1970. In addition to themu-
seum’s directors, research is conducted by faculty
curators of 12 departments and theConcord Field
Station, covering subjects and collections from ento-

Photos by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer

(see Museum next page)

Hopi Hoekstra and Mark Omura
walk through the collections in the
“attic” of the MCZ.

Online� Photo gallery: news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=31682
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These deer mouse bones were collected by Hoekstra,
who is studying the impact of natural selection on deer
mice fur color.



Online� To read the full story, visit news.harvard.edu/
gazette/?p=31702

mology to vertebrate paleontology.
These curators also hold appointments
inHarvard’s Department of Organismic
andEvolutionary Biology.

Presenting a popular public face

Though research and teaching are the
MCZ’smain reasons for being, its public
galleries have been an important com-
ponent of its educationalmission since
its founding.

In 1998, theMCZ joinedwith two other
Harvard institutions, theHarvardUni-
versityHerbaria, owner of the famed
Glass Flowers collection, and theMiner-
alogical andGeologicalMuseum to form
theHarvardMuseumofNaturalHistory
(HMNH). TheHMNHmanages the
three institutions’ public programs, em-
ployingmuseumprofessionals who col-
laboratewith curators to design
exhibits, arrange lectures, and put to-
getherweekend classes andworkshops.

The galleries represent amix of histori-
cal andmodernmuseum sensibilities.
New exhibits on color in nature; on the
broad array of insects, crustaceans, and
other arthropods; and on evolution em-
ploy the latest inmuseum-presentation
techniques, with eye-catching, interac-
tive displays, explanatory placards, and
sometimes dazzling arrangements of
specimens.

But themuseumalso contains galleries
as Agassiz intended them. Agassiz was
widely praised after theMCZ’s opening
for his arrangement of specimens ac-
cording to geographic location, some-
thing that was not done at other
museums and that allowed visitors to
gain a better understanding of the natu-
ral context inwhich creatureswere
found. To this day, several galleries re-
main organized according to those
guidelines, presenting animals from
Africa, South America, and other loca-
tions.

To celebrate its anniversary, themu-
seum renovated one of its gems, the
GreatHall ofMammals. The two-story
room, surrounded by a gallery level
holdingmore exhibits, is the last sur-
vivor of the original halls that filled the
museumbuildingwhen it opened. The
others became victims to the space
squeeze that has been a constant at the

museum, their galleries floored over,
and their space divided up to other pur-
poses.

Soaring and bright, theMammalHall
nowholds a full-sized giraffe, camels,
and other largemammals enclosed in
glass cases, presented today as theywere
when themuseumopened.Hanging
from the rafters— at eye level from the
gallery— are large skeletons of a sperm
whale, a finwhale, and a right whale.
The renovation saw the floors refin-
ished, thewalls painted, and the exhibits
cleaned and rearranged, but the effort
kept the hall true to its original
grandeur.

“The ideawas to verymuch retain its
Victorian look. That’s one of the
[unique] things of thismuseum, it’s a
museumofmuseums,”Hoekstra said.

Harvard’s “museumofmuseums” is
alive andwell, at least from the visitors’
standpoint, with their numbers increas-
ing, approaching 200,000 last year.

“We’re one of theUniversity’s best ‘front
doors,’ ” Hanken said.

Hanken believes that themuseum’s
most valuable collections are its holo-
types, the firstmembers of a species to
be collected and named. These sample
specimens are taken and kept inmuse-
ums as examples of new species, provid-
ing critical reference points for future
biologists working on them. TheMCZ,
Hanken said, has tens of thousands of
type specimens, including the gorilla,
thewolf, the Florida panther, and the
fox.

With aging specimens providingmassive
amounts of fresh knowledge, at the
MCZ, the past is prologue.

Museum
(continued from previous page)

Paul Zofnass ’69,M.B.A. ’73, has become theHarvardMuseumofNat-
uralHistory’s (HMNH) largest donor since its founding in 1998with a
commitment of $500,000 to create amajor, permanentmultimedia
exhibition focusing on the natural history, environmental signifi-
cance, historical development, and conservation ofNewEngland
forests.

NewEnglandForests: The Zofnass Family Gallery, scheduled to open
in spring 2011, will featureHarvard’s natural history collections and
draw on current research from theDepartments of Organismic and
Evolutionary Biology andEarth and Planetary Sciences, theHarvard
Forest, and scientists across theUniversity.

The broad goal of the exhibition is to enhance public understanding of
the dynamic nature of forest ecosystems, the impacts of human activ-
ity in shaping the landscape, and the relationships between forest
landscapes and habitats and the distribution and evolution of varied
flora and fauna. The exhibitionwill present the latest research on the
role of forests in carbon sequestration and address the threats created
by invasive species. It will also demonstrate themethods and tools
that scientists use to investigate these issues.

“We are deeply grateful for this generous gift, which offers an extraor-
dinary opportunity to showcase dramatic specimens, present impor-
tant research, and raise critical policy issues in the context of a
regional landscape familiar tomost of our visitors,” said Elisabeth
Werby, executive director ofHMNH.

Zofnass is president of TheEnvironmental Financial Consulting
Group Inc., a NewYorkCity-based strategic consulting firm.He is a
magna cum laude graduate ofHarvardCollege ’69 and an alumnus of
theHarvard Law School andHarvard Business School,M.B.A. ’73. Zof-
nass’ wife, ReneeRing, is a finance attorney inNewYorkCity. They
have two daughters, Jessica ’08 andRebecca ’09.

An avid sailor and outdoorsman, Zofnass grew up in Belmont,Mass.,
and as a child often visited the public galleries of theMuseumof Com-
parative Zoology. Zofnass has been a passionate advocate for forest
conservation near his home in PoundRidge, N.Y. Over the past 20
years, with his sister Joan Zofnass, Paul used hismergers and acquisi-
tions skills to create theWestchesterWildernessWalk, which formally
opened to the public in 2001. Through this 250-acre preserve, just 40
miles fromNewYorkCity, he laid out and built a 10-mile-long hiking
trail that winds around the unique forest and geological features,
showing no trace of civilization.
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Forests focus of gift
Paul Zofnass commits to fundNewEngland
Forests exhibition at HarvardMuseum of
Natural History.
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�
Implant-based cancer
vaccine is the first to
eliminate tumors in mice.

More Science & Health Online
news.harvard.edu/gazette/

section/science-n-health/

Photo by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer

Type specimen of a gorilla.
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A troubled snowboarder’s fateful twist on aMin-
nesota ski hill 13 years ago put him not only in the
hospital, but also on a new life path that eventually
led to laboratories at top research institutions. His
resultant research led him to new insights into
RNA’s role in the human body and the part it plays
in disease when it goes awry.

John Rinn, an assistant professor of pathology at
HarvardMedical School (HMS) and a researcher at
Beth Israel DeaconessMedical Center (BIDMC)
and the Broad Institute of Harvard andMIT, traces
his scientific successes to an epiphany he had the
summer after the snowboarding accident, while a
University ofMinnesota undergraduate.

As a torn knee slowly healed at hismother’s swelter-
ing Georgia home, he read and reflected on opportu-
nitiesmissed and lessons learned during years spent
doing little other than skateboarding in the summer
and snowboarding in the winter.

His path since has included graduate study at Yale
University, a postdoctoral fellowship at Stanford
University, and his current work as a researcher.
Over those years, Rinn discovered and is now inves-
tigating a new category of RNA. RNA is single-
stranded geneticmaterial once thoughtmainly to
function as a biological tool to change DNA’s in-
structions into proteins. Research since the early

1990s, however, has revealedmore types of RNA
than previously known, with some playing key regu-
latory roles.

Rinn’s work revealed a new class of themolecule
called “large intervening noncoding RNA,” or lin-
cRNA, found in a part of the genome that science
had previously thought to be filled with nonfunc-
tional genetic junk.

Rinn’s 2003 discovery of lincRNAwasmet with sci-
entific skepticism. That has slowly turned to accept-
ance as Rinn first identified a single lincRNA—
which he calledHOTAIR— and traced its function.

Rinn found that HOTAIR played a key role by deliv-
ering proteins to particular genes. He has since
foundmanymore lincRNAs that are involvedwith
immune response, cancer growth, and fat and stem
cell production.

Jeffrey Saffitz, BIDMC’s chief of pathology and
Mallinckrodt Professor of Pathology at Harvard
Medical School, said Rinn is among several bright
young investigators he hired to intensify the hospi-
tal’s research focus on disease, specifically cancer.

“He’s onto something very big,” Saffitz said. “The
guy has just come on so strong.”

Saffitz described Rinn as a creative and enthusiastic

researcher who is laid-back and informal — until it
comes to science.

When “you start talking about science, he’s quite fo-
cused, very intense, very creative,” Saffitz said.
“He’s having a lot of fun. And in this field, if you’re
not having fun you need to re-examinewhat you’re
doing, because it’s really hard.”

Rinn’s work got him named to Popular Sciencemag-
azine’s “Brilliant 10” list of the nation’smost-
promising young researchers in October. Rinnwas
also named aNational Institutes of Health New In-
novator this fall, which camewith $1.5million to
further his work.

Though he is focused now, fewwould describe a
young JohnRinn that way. He attended a succes-
sion of high schools and admits he put little effort
into his schoolwork. Instead, he hung out with
friends in downtownMinneapolis, riding skate-
boards and perfecting tricks. In winters, he and his
friends left the city for local ski resorts.

After high school, Rinn enrolled in a community
college and continued to put in little effort. He and
his friends were seeing a bit of success on the slopes,
though. They landed a local snowboarding sponsor-
ship and talked about going to Denver to see if they
could cut it on the big-time circuit.

But something inside told Rinn not to go. He had
seen one friend paralyzedwhen a big jumpwent
wrong, and another killed in a car crashwhile driv-
ing to themountains. Though Rinn had embraced
the teen skater culture, he sensed there was a time
limit — like that on his teenage years themselves—
on how long his body could take the punishment of
a life pointed at skateboarding and snowboarding.

“I felt I needed to give something else a try,” Rinn
said. “All I hadwas college. I had no idea how to ap-
proach it or get started.”

By the time of his snowboarding accident, Rinn had
transferred to the University ofMinnesota. After
that summer of rehab, he took up running and con-
sidered a career as an exercise physiologist. He en-
rolled in science classes and found his passion,
switching to chemistry and graduating with a bach-
elor of science in 1999.

Perhaps it was his anti-establishment youth that led
Rinn to push onwhen some critics told him that his
early lab results recorded just noise in the genome.
Rinn admits to having something of a chip on his
shoulder, to always feeling like he has to prove him-
self.

“A lot of people thought it was an artifact,” Rinn
said. “We figuredwe’d give it a chance, give it a fair
trial.”

Biologist turns genetic trash to treasure
Researcher JohnRinn overcomes a rocky start in life through his passion for
biology, discovering a new category of RNAs on theway.

By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

�
‘Landscapes of Energy’: A
Harvard journal investigates
energy’s spatial dimension

More Science & Health Online
news.harvard.edu/gazette/

section/science-n-health/

John Rinn, assistant professor of pathology at
Harvard Medical School, writes down RNA for-
mulas on a decorative fish tank inside the Cen-
ter for Life Science.
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Once a top physics student who aspired to study black holes, DonheeHam
turned his sights from the huge to the small, from a study of the spacious skies
above to tiny quantumwires, transistors, and integrated circuits.

Ham, whowas namedGordonMcKay Professor of Electrical Engineering and
Applied Physics in July, designs silicon chips containingmillions of transistors
for radios and computers, but his unique skills come out in projects that blend
circuit-building with physics for unconventional applications and new scientific
pursuits. Hambuilt the world’s smallest nuclearmagnetic resonance (NMR)
system by controlling atomic nucleicmotions on a silicon chip, for example. The
system, 1,200 times lighter than a commercial instrument, can be used as a
handheld biomolecule sensor for disease screening, oil detection, and quantum
computing.

“He’s using his skill as an electrical engineer to go into other fields and really
make an impact,” said RobertWestervelt, Mallinckrodt Professor of Applied
Physics and of Physics.

In announcingHam’s promotion, CherryMurray, dean of the School of Engi-
neering and Applied Sciences, saidHam’s work at Harvard has helped to boost
the School’s presence in electrical engineering. She hailed his “nearly encyclo-
pedic understanding of physics and solid-state circuits,” which, she said, has led
to creative and innovative applications in diverse fields such as biotechnology
andmedicine.

In creating themini-NMR system,Ham and graduate student Nan Sun
rethought howNMRworks. Amagnet is essential to NMR. Because a larger
magnet yields a stronger signal, most NMRmachines use bulkymagnets. Sun
andHam took an opposite approach, using amagnet only the size of a Ping-
Pong ball and building a high-performing radio-frequency silicon chip that can
retrieve the signal weakened by a small magnet. The result is a 0.2 kilogram
NMR system that can be held in the palm of the hand. It is not only 1,200 times
lighter than a conventional NMR system, but also 150 timesmore sensitive.

Another project inHam’s lab seeks to observe and engineer a state called “plas-
monic resonance” in ametal wheremany electrons vibrate together as a group.
The state has long been observed in optics, but at a very high rate of vibration.
Ham’s pursuit is observing plasmonic resonance at a slower vibration rate—
hundreds of billions of cycles per second—which falls in the electronics do-
main. Thework, conceived by doctoral student Xiaofeng Li and carried out by Li
and graduate studentWilliamAndress, envisions enabling plasmonic resonance
in the electronics domain by exploiting the unique properties of tinymetals
called “quantumwires.”

If researchers can create waves, Ham said, they will be able to learnmore about
electron-electron interactions in quantumwires. Practically, the study could
lead to the development of new types of resonators and transistors, Ham said,
which could suggest a new avenue for electronics.

Ham got his start in physics in college in SouthKorea, winning several prizes

Wizard at circuits, physics
DonheeHam, GordonMcKay Professor of Electrical
Engineering and Applied Physics, uses his personal
energy and understanding of physics to design
innovative integrated circuits.

By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

Faculty Profile

and graduating summa cum laude
from Seoul National University in
1996, where he also won the Valedic-
torian Prize and the Physics Gold
Medal. After a year and a half of
mandatory service in the Korean
Army, he went to the California Insti-
tute of Technology (Caltech) for his
graduate work.

He beganworking in astrophysics
under Barry Barish, Caltech’s Linde
Professor of Physics. ThoughHam
loved physics, during his first year his
career interest shifted to amore prac-
tical field. After considering chucking
it all for law or business, he settled on
electrical engineering as an area
where he could put physics to use. His
doctoral work examined the statistical
physics of circuits and earned him the
Wilts Prize, given for the best electri-
cal engineering thesis at Caltech.

After Ham earned his Ph.D. in 2002,
he came toHarvard as an assistant
professor. He became associate pro-
fessor in 2006, and Loeb Associate
Professor of theNatural Sciences in
2007.

“I owemy career tomy teacher [Bar-
ish] and students,” saidHam. “Barry
taughtme how to do and enjoy science
and how to help others.When I was
quitting physics and not knowing
what to do next, Barry generously
went out of his way to supportme. He
said it was an investment in young
people.”

Top electrical engineering students
gravitated toHarvard to workwith
Ham.

“Not only did Xiaofeng Li, Interna-
tional Physics Olympiad goldmedalist

and two-time top ranker of the U.S.
Intercollegiate Physics Competition,
devise the plasmonics workwith his
superb science,” Ham said, “but he
solved in twoweeks a circuit noise
problem that avoided solution for 40
years, revealing a surprising, beautiful
connection between classical circuits
and quantum electrodynamics. Xi-
aofeng is an incredibly deep and clear
thinker who has an inside track to
truth.”

Discussing another gifted contributor,
Ham said that Andress, 2004Hoopes
Prize winner, “created tiny electro-
magnetic and plasmonic devices I
could not think of.”

OnNan, who is a top graduate from
TsinghuaUniversity and a two-time
Harvard Teaching Awardwinner,
Ham said: “Nan should have received
all the recognition I’ve received for
theNMRwork, for he singlehandedly
and brilliantly built a series of ever-
shrinkingNMR systems in just one
year, with the highest intellectual and
technical virtuosity and scientific
breadth.”

“I am blessed to workwith students
with the highest quality ofminds,”
Ham said.

Ham’s physics background,Wester-
velt said, makes him a good collabora-
tor with physicists. For example,
Westervelt has found that when he
talks with chip designers, he finds that
they understand the project, but not
the physics behind it. In talking with
Ham,Westervelt added, it’s apparent
he understands not only the engineer-
ing but its underlying science, making
him a good sounding board for ideas.

“He’s a very creative guywho knows
his science as well as engineering. He
not only understands an idea, he can
deliver the goods,”Westervelt said.

More Faculty Profiles
Campus & Community Online

news.harvard.edu/gazette/
section/campus-n-community

�
Erez Manela describes his study of
international history, which takes you
from 1910 to the 1970s.

Photo by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer



In “TheCase forBooks” (2009),HarvardUniversityLibraryDirectorRobert
Darntonquestions the futureof books ina rapidlydigitizedworld.

Heknows that theywill neverbe trulyobsolete, though theyare transform-
ing. Inanagewhene-books threaten to supersedeprintedones,when
Google is scanningandmaking literature availableonline,whenKindle al-
lows long-formreadingonadigital platform, andwhenmanypublications
are sinking intobankruptcy, howmuch longer can readersholdon togood
old-fashionedpaper?

“Digitization is transforming the communication systemsof themodernage
without replacingprint,” consolesDarnton,noting that thedeathof thebook
ispredictedall the time, butmorebooks appear inprint eachyear.

“Soononemillionnewtitleswill bepublishedannually throughout the
world.Thecodex—abookyou readby turningpages asopposed to the volu-
men, a scroll that youunroll to read— isoneof the greatest inventionsof all
time.Two thousandyearsold andstill going strong, stronger thanever in
print form.”

Darnton’s ownbook isparthistoryof the form,part plan for the future.He
argues that thevalueof thebookcannotbe surpassed, thoughdigitization
has its rewards.

“Inane-book, youcanprovide endless supplementarymaterial in various
formats—archives, photos, films, andhyperlinks toother sources.”

Next year,Darntonwill publish abookwithHarvardUniversityPress about
Parisian street songs. “The readerof theprint editionwill be able to tune in
to theonlinematerial andhear the songs sung to their original tunes,while
following text on thepage.”

But this library leader alsohas concerns about thedifficulties of preserving
digitalworks: “Theirhardwareandsoftwarewill becomeobsolete; theyare
fragile; their digits canunravel, and theirmetadatamaynotbeadequate to
locate them, yearshence, in cyberspace.”

Darntonagrees that thephysicality of booksprovides irreplaceablepleasure,
saying, “Theydelight theeye, feel good to the touch, andeven smell good.”
He tells of aFrenchproducerof e-bookswho“offered its customers a sticker
that they canputon their computers and scratch toproduceamusty smell
like that of anoldvolume.”

How’s that for stayingpower?And, of course, there’s that childwizard.

“Publishershave learned fromHarryPotter that there is apublic out there,
eager todevourawell-told tale.”
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ENCHANTED HUNTERS: THE POWER
OF STORIES IN CHILDHOOD
(W.W. Norton, 2009)
By Maria Tatar

Tatar plumbs the lore and enchant-
ment of children’s stories, reveal-
ing their power to ensnare
imaginations, and highlights the
magic of reading and what children
take from it.

THE THIRD CHAPTER: PASSION, RISK,
AND ADVENTURE IN THE
25 YEARS AFTER 50
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009)
By Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot

Sociologist Lawrence-Lightfoot’s in-
spiring book says that ages 50-75
are prime time for adventure. Forty
interviews with people living in
their “third chapter” show how ful-
filling life can be then.

LEARNING LESSONS: MEDICINE,
ECONOMICS, AND PUBLIC POLICY
(Transaction Publishers, 2009)
By Rashi Fein

With more than 50 years of experi-
ence in the economics and policy
worlds, Fein dishes the lessons
he’s learned on government, deci-
sion making, and more, attempting
to breathe new life into our na-
tion’s welfare.

Harvard Bound

Photo by Rose Lincoln | Harvard Staff Photographer

In defense
of Gutenberg

Harvard Library director
pens book that in itself is an

ode to the form.

By Sarah Sweeney | Harvard Staff Writer
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Cornelia James Cannon, an 1899 graduate of
Radcliffe College and a longtime Cambridge
resident, set off with her sister on an automo-
bile camping trip in the summer of 1917.

“Our plan is to leave our homes, our eight
young children, our social and domestic re-
sponsibilities, and sally forth to see the world,
as free lances and comrades of the road,” she
wrote later. “A Ford, a tent, a camp stove, and
the world is ours for the taking.”

Cannon’s account, “AMiddle-Aged Adven-
ture,” is wry and defiant. (“Our consciences
were wrenched at the thought of our careless
irresponsibility — for about amile,” she ob-
served.) It was never published, but is now

available through a new digital project at Har-
vard, “TravelWriting, Spectacle andWorld
History.”

The project, accessible throughHOLLIS to
Harvard students and researchers, collects
hundreds of travel accounts by women. The
earliest is an 1818 letter describing a family
wedding, the start of a nine-year sojourn to
England. The latest is a 1972 account of a trip
to China.

Alongwithmanuscripts like Cannon’s, there
are diaries, sketchbooks, photographs, letters,
watercolors, and ephemera, including cruise
shipmenus and old passports.

Women on the move
Anew Schlesinger Library exhibit, “ToKnow theWhole
World,” introduces an interactiveWeb site on
women’s travel writing.

By Corydon Ireland | Harvard Staff Writer

The passport of Edna Rankin McKinnon (1893-
1978), a birth control advocate who worked
closely with Margaret Sanger.

Online� View photo gallery: news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=31730

Images: top from the Cannon Family Papers; above from the Edna Rankin McKinnon Papers

Cornelia James Cannon recounts a trip to Europe
she took with her four daughters and her sister-in-
law. This watercolor by Cannon’s daughter Wilma
illustrates her mother’s typescript narrative.
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The digital archive, which opened lastmonth
(November), was assembled from collections at
the Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on
theHistory ofWomen in America. The library’s
extensive archives, begun in 1943, go well be-
yond travel writing. But a lot of suchwriting,
evocative of women’s history, is contained in
3,200 collections of family papers, institutional
archives, andmanuscripts.

The Schlesinger also has set out in its first-floor
gallery an exhibit of artifacts called “ToKnow
theWholeWorld,” whichwill be on display
through Feb. 26.

Cannon (1876-1969), a novelist who traveled the
world well into her 80s, is represented in part by
hand-colored sketches fromher 1929 “Art
Awheel in Italy,” an account of a three-month
trip by Cannon, her four daughters, and an aunt.
(The Italians were surprised to see women driv-
ers.)

In the exhibit, there is also a travel diary re-
counting a seven-month tour of Europe by Sarah
Shurtleff, who grew up in awealthy Boston fam-
ily. The diary, from 1898 to 1899, is a handsome
pastiche of handwritten documents, photo-
graphs, and printedmaterial.

“Part ofmy delight in the travel project is seeing
the artistic output of women,” saidMarilyn
Dunn, the Schlesinger’s executive director. Dunn
co-authored an introductory essay on theWeb
site with Ellen Shea, head of public services at
the Schlesinger.

Thewomen travelers in the collection display a
breadth of time, class, and geography. Thewrit-
ers includeMary Adams Abbott, Chloe Owings,
RowenaMorse, RosamundThaxter, and Cather-
ine Filene Shouses (whowrote hair-raising ac-
counts of early air travel). All are travel writers
you otherwise would not know about.

One of Dunn’s favorites is TabithaMoffett
Brown, aMissouri widowwho in 1846 set off on a
harrowing wagon trip across prairies andmoun-
tains. After facing wolves, Indian attacks, starva-
tion, and deep snow, she arrived in the Oregon
Territory with just 6 cents. “In our extremity,”
she wrote, “tears could avail nothing.”

Like the digital collection, the library exhibit re-
veals the literary, the artistic, and the odd. In one
glass case, a passport stretches accordion-style
for several feet. It belonged to Edna Rankin
McKinnon (1893-1978), a pioneering advocate of
birth control whose papers the Schlesinger
holds.

Cannonwas an early birth control advocate too.
The Schlesinger’s collection of travel writing re-
veals threads of feminist thought. After all, it is
drawn from papers that hadwider intent, writ-
ings and artifacts that in sum illustrate and doc-
ument a sweep of interests: reproductive health,
women’s rights, home economics, sexuality, fash-
ion, war, family life, social justice, politics, and
leisure.

“While we are a women’s-history repository,”
said Dunn, “there is no end of topics.”

Alice Rich Northrop was a botanist who toured Cen-
tral America with members of her family. This
brochure from one of her trips touts the ocean liner's
amenities: “These vessels are fitted with the Electric
Light throughout, and all modern improvements, in-
cluding luxurious saloons, Ladies’ Rooms, Music Sa-
loons, Smoking Rooms, Refrigerating Chamber, &c.
They thus offer unsurpassed facilities for Passengers
traveling for pleasure and health.”

Image from the Alice Rich Northrop Papers

More Arts & Culture Online
news.harvard.edu/gazette/

section/arts-n-culture �
Blowing his own horn: Arts
Medalist Fred Ho shares
“rebirth,” debuts new piece

Learning’s online fate:
The digital age challenges
teachers, teaching, books

Thewider topics are accessible, since digital
collections are searchable. That too is a form of
modern travel, on the back of a computer
mouse.

The ease of digital travel is helpful to re-
searchers. “Once a scholar breaks through the
initial avalanche, the quality and depth of the
material is excellent,” Katherine StebbinsMc-
Caffrey said of the digital archives. “I found
things I never would have otherwise.”

She is a history and literature lecturer at Har-
vardwho teaches “Americans Abroad,” a fresh-
man seminar on travel writing. She plans to
have her class visit the exhibit soon.

Digital collections allow scholars to share
sources and insightsmore easily, saidMcCaf-
frey. For students, the online collections are not
a replacement for visiting the archive, but they
are an attractive bridge to it.

The travel-writing archive was digitized in col-
laborationwith AdamMatthewDigital. The
British-based company digitizes collections at
libraries around theworld, and then offers them
for sale as teaching and research aids. The for-
profit path is onemodel of getting the
Schlesinger archives “into the digital arena,”
said Dunn. The library is also exploring grants
to fund this kind of work.

A for-profit model is acceptable for some collec-
tions, but not others, said Dunn. The suffrage
collection, for instance, would be better digi-
tized as an open-source archive, available “at no
cost,” she said, “for the public good.”

Following that open-accessmodel will be the
Schlesinger’s collected papers of France Perkins
(1880-1965). She was U.S. Secretary of Labor
from 1933 to 1945, the first woman appointed to
a Cabinet post. Her papers will be digitized and
available next year, in celebration of the 130th
anniversary of her birth.



Thephotos areunsettling, depictingyearsofhumdrum,
everyday life framed through the lensesofunendingly
suspiciouswatchdogs.

“PragueThrough theLensof theSecretPolice,” atHar-
vard throughDec. 21, is anexhibit of spooky images
fromthe 1970sand 1980s.Theydepict the “normaliza-
tion”period inCzechoslovakia, an intensely repressive
interval between theSoviet-led crackdown in 1968and
the collapseofCommunist rule in 1989.

Theexhibit, at theCenter forGovernment and Interna-
tional Studies, consistsmostly of banner-sizephotos
and text cards translated fromCzech.

There are also sixminutes of looped video. In one
scene, filmedwith a hidden camera, aman simply eats
an apple. “Fromnowon, when I eat an apple, I’m
going to bewatchful,” saidMarkKramer, a fellow and
director of theHarvard Project onColdWar Studies,
part of theDavis Center for Russian andEurasian
Studies.

TheCzech secret policewent to great lengths to keep
track of people “whowere perfectly innocuous,” he
said. “Theseweren’t terrorists. Theyweren’t dangers
to the state.”

The images, grainyandhaunting, capture thedrearype-

riodknownas “dumpling socialism,” a termof ironic
nostalgia forCzechCommunists. “ThePraguewesee,”
reads theexhibit catalog, “is full of scaffolding, peeling
facades, and socialist-era carswith two-strokeengines.”

Theexhibit is fromthe InstituteofTotalitarian
Regimes inPrague,where a relatedSecurityServices
Archiveopened last year.The show’s firstU.S. stopwas
theWoodrowWilson InternationalCenter forScholars
inWashington,D.C. Its second isHarvard.

Kramerhasworkedextensively in theCzechpolice
archive. Storedend toend in file cabinets, he estimates,
aremore than30milesof documents.Czechauthorities
say itwill take adecade todigitize all of thatpaper,mi-
crofiche, film, andphotography.

Similar archives areopen to thepublic inmost former
nationsof theSoviet-controlledEasternBloc.But the

Czecharchive, establishedby law, is the freest andmost
accessible, saidJiriEllinger, first secretary andheadof
thepolitical sectionat theEmbassyof theCzechRe-
public inWashington,D.C.AtHarvard, he spokeat an
opening receptionNov. 15 to a crowdof about 150.

This isnot anart exhibit, though thephotoshave “ape-
culiar charm,” saidEllinger. “Rather thanenjoy it, I
wouldaskyou to thinkabout it.”

Thepeople in thepictures couldnot speak, read, or
gather freely, he said.And thepeople taking thepictures
thoughtof citizen surveillance asnormal.

Still, theblack-and-whitephotos, tiltedandblurry,
carry theunmistakable, if accidental, imprint of art. “An
importantworkof art,” admits the catalog, “canalso
sometimesbe createdbypeopleofwhomitwouldnot
havebeenexpected.”

Theexhibit begs thequestions:Whowere theseunin-
tentional artists,whosephotos canmoveonlookers
years later?Whowere these secret-policeofficials,
whosenaïvepictures—takenwithout aidof thehuman
eye fromsatchels andpockets—evoke sovividly the
drabPragueof theCommunist era?

In 1948,whenCzechoslovakiabecameaCommunist
state, therewere 14men ina special policeunitwho

were spyingoncitizens.Theyhadonlyonecamera.By
1989, just before theVelvetRevolution transformed the
CzechSocialistRepublic into ademocracy, 795menand
womenwere in theSurveillanceDirectorateof theState
SecurityService.

Thesedomestic spies embracedaJamesBondmoder-
nity.Theyusedmanycameras—concealed in tobacco
pouches, purses, briefcases, transistor radios, lighters,
andonengineblocks (formobile surveillance).They
mountedSony televisioncameras inparkedcars and in
ababycarriagewheeledaroundbyoperativesposing as
married couples.They ranup tabs formeals andbeer.
Allwas carefully archived, includingdeadpanwritten
reports that read likepostmodern fiction.

Onebegan: “ALIwas caught at the train stationhall
whileperusing thearrival board.ALIwasbareheaded,

dressed inawhite-stripedoutfit andwhite shoes. She
was carrying awhiteplastic bag andabrownpurse. Af-
terwards ...”

HavilandSmith, theU.S.Central IntelligenceAgency’s
stationchief inPrague from1958 to 1960, attended the
opening.Hecalled surveillance “anexpressionof the
regime’s desire to stay inpower—nothingmore, noth-
ing less.”

Surveillancewasoften layered, professional, andcon-
stant.

It couldbe comical too. Shortly after arriving at a
Praguehotel, Smith’swife complainedhowtherewas
onlyone towel in their room. “Within twominutes,” he
said, “therewasaknockon thedoor, and themaid stood
therewithanarmful of towels.”

By 1989, police spieshadamassedmore than7,000 files
oncivilians.Theygave their operations codenames

withnovelistic resonance, includingRome,Tennis
Player,Bula, andCondor. Theynicknamed their sur-
veillance subjectswith similar verve:Alice83, Smoke,
Typist, andAloe, for instance.

Producer 1, tailed from1982 to 1989,was filmmaker
MilosForman.DoctorA—bespectacled, bearded, and
oncrutches in theexhibit photos—wasZdenekPinc, a
Pragueprofessorof ancientphilosophy.

“Hewasdangerous to the regime,” aswerehisbeloved
philosophers from2,000years ago, saidEllinger, be-
cause “hewanted to studyand think freely.”
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Photos courtesy of the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes, Prague

Citizen spies, spied-on citizens
An exhibit of Czech secret-police photos from the Communist era,
at Harvard throughDec. 21, shows Big Brother as unintentional artist.

By Corydon Ireland | Harvard Staff Writer

Online� View photo gallery, see exhibition:
news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=31122 and
ustrcr.cz/en/exhibitions



It is June29, 2004, inSt. Petersburg,Russia.

MagazinewriterMaksimMaksimov, investigatingpo-
lice corruption, gets a tip.He followsan informant to an
apartmentonFurshtatskayaStreet.

Fivemenarewaiting there. SeizingMaksimov, theybeat
him, thenchokehimtodeath.Theywraphisbody in
plastic, stuff it into the trunkof a car, anddrive to a for-
estnearby.Thebody isnever found.

MariaYulikova, a freelanceRussian journalist now
studyingatTuftsUniversity, told the storyof the41-
year-oldMaksimov lastmonth ina classroomatHar-
vard’sMemorialHall. The settingwasa freshman
expositorywriting class taughtbyJaneUnrue.

Yulikova told theassembled students that shehas the
facts, andhas talked towitnesses.Butnoonewill goon
record.Oneof themurderers is ahigh-rankingRussian
federal policeofficer, she said. Sheasks them, as stu-
dentsof thepersuasive essay, howshe shouldgether
messageheard?

Unrue is anexperimental-fictionwriterwithanM.F.A.
fromBrownUniversity. Inboth sectionsofher class,Ex-
positoryWriting20: “TheVoiceofAuthority,” shehosts
two internationalwriters every semester.They tell sto-
ries suchasYulikova’s, thoughmoreoften through liter-
ary fiction—thekindof art that galls repressive
governments.

Her literary visitors, all ofwhomshecalled “exceptional
artists,” have includedaChinesedissidentpoet, an Iran-
iannovelist unwelcome inhis owncountry, awriter
fromZimbabwewho is translating “KingLear” intohis
nativeShona, aBuddhist storywriter formerly jailed in
Burma, andan Iraqinovelistwhosepainful reality
sometimesemerges in themaskof science fiction.
(OneofherSaddamHussein-erabooks speaks vol-
umeswith its title: “ThingsThatDidNotHappen.”)

After thevisits,Unrue’s studentsdoa comparative lit-
erary analysis of thewriters’work, “often in light of the
oppression theyhaveendured,” she said.

Last spring,Unrue launchedaVisitingWritersSeries
of publicpanels.Next spring’s panelwill includepar-
ticipants from literary journals,most ofwhichhave
beenbanned.Theeventwill bepartly fundedby the
HumanitiesCenter atHarvard.CenterExecutiveDi-
rectorStevenBiel saidofUnrue, “Shedoes amazing
stuff,” but future funding, he added, remainsuncertain.

This year,Unruealsohasput aname to the ideaof
hosting important literary artists fromoverseas:Writ-
ers atRisk. Shehopeshernew initiativewill grow into
a formalUniversity shelter for importantwriterswho
face threats in their owncountries.

Unrue’s ideahas the support of theHarvard chapterof
Scholars atRisk,which ispart of an internationalnet-
workof institutions thatprovides refuge for50dissi-
dent academics ayear.Most of themcome from
traditional disciples suchas scienceand law.

Since2002,Harvardhas sponsored20scholars at risk;
six are in residence this year.Butonly threeof the20so
farhavebeenpoetsornovelists, saidUnrue,who is on
Harvard’s Scholars atRisk committee.The first, in2007,
was celebrated Iraniannovelist ShahriarMandanipour.
Theother two, indanger athome, remainanonymous.

Writers atRisk is adynamic, thoughunofficial, compo-
nentofHarvard’s Scholars atRisk chapter, said co-direc-
tor JacquelineBhabha,who is also executivedirectorof
theHarvardUniversityCommitteeonHumanRights
Studies.

Bhabha, anauthorityonasylum law, is theJeremiah
SmithJr. Lecturer inLawatHarvardLawSchool anda
lecturer inpublicpolicy at theHarvardKennedySchool.
Bringing suchhigh-endwriters toHarvard classrooms,
she said, hasbeen “spectacular.”

Thepresenceofdissident and threatenedwriters en-
riches the classroomexperience, andWriters atRisk
could institutionalize that, saidUnrue. “This is some-
thingwewould like tobuild.”

Unruealsohasaprogramthat conductsaudio interviews
withdissidentwritersvisiting fromabroad.The inter-
views, twohours long, arehistoricalbut strongly literary,
burrowingdowninto the levelof technique, saidUnrue.
“Theyare reallymeant for theyoungwriter.”

Yulikova’s visitwas intendedas a lesson inpersuasive
strategy forUnrue’s first class of 15 thatday.Visits by
anywriters, she said,musthave “a rigorous, practical na-
ture.”

The studentswere seatedarounda large tableunder
stained-glasswindows. “We’vebeenmoving, fromday
one, to the realworld,” saidUnrue.

Her studentshad started the semesterby reading “One
FlewOver theCuckoo’sNest,” a 1962novel byKen
Kesey.Nowthe real cuckoo’snestwaspresent, in the
formof stories likeYulikova’s.

To theamazed freshmen, theRussian journalist opened
awindow intoaworld inwhichnewswriters, novelists,
andpoets are routinelymurdered, imprisoned, orha-
rassed for theirworkwithwords.

According to InternationalPEN, thewriters group, at
least 68online andprint journalistshavebeenkilled in
the last year, sevenof theminRussia.Another 1,000
writershavebeenattacked, oftenbyauthorities; 200of
those assaultedwere then sentenced toprison for20
yearsormore.

Many suchcases remainobscure, includingMaksimov’s,
saidYulikova, amasterof arts in lawanddiplomacycan-
didate at theFletcherSchool atTufts.

“I feel like I’m theonly journalist on the story,” she said,
recallingher last interview inSt. Petersburg, towhich
shebrought abodyguard. “It’s notbig. It’s not aMoscow
story.”

In thepast five years,Yulikovahas gleaned facts in the
Maksimovcase, inpart as theone-timeMoscowrepre-
sentativeof theNewYork-basedCommittee toProtect
Journalists.

But shehasworkedon the case as a friend too—a friend
ofMaksimov’smother,who is still haunted toknowthe
truthabouther son’s deathandyet remainshelpless.

“I talk toheron thephone,”Yulikova told the class, as if
to impart thewriter’s real gift: empathy. “Ihearher
voice all the time.”

When writers become targets
AHarvard instructor, concerned about literary artists threatened
overseas, proposesWriters at Risk, an academic harbor.

By Corydon Ireland | Harvard Staff Writer

Maria Yulikova (from left), a freelance
Russian journalist, speaks to Jane
Unrue’s expository writing class as part of
Writers at Risk, an initiative Unrue started,
which she hopes will grow into a formal
University shelter for important writers
who face threats in their own countries.

Photo by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer
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Photos: top row and bottom (far right) by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard
Staff Photographer; bottom row (center) courtesy of Grace Tiao; bottom
row (left) courtesy of Roxanne E. Bras

President Drew Faust visited the Apartheid Museum in
Johannesburg (above) and later addressed an audience
at the University of Johannesburg at Soweto (below).
While in Botswana, she saw firsthand how Harvard is
helping the African nation to fight AIDS when she toured
facilities in two communities where a Harvard-Botswana
partnership is operating anti-AIDS programs.

HARVARD UNIVERSITY gazette | 03-16 DECEMBER 2009

Five receive Rhodes
Scholars will attendUniversity
of Oxford in England.

By Steve Bradt | Harvard Staff Writer

TwoHarvard undergraduates and three recent grad-
uates are among the 32Americanmen andwomen
namedRhodes Scholars. Each of the fivewill begin
study nextOctober at theUniversity ofOxford in
England.

Harvard’snewestRhodesScholars areRoxanneE.
Bras ’09ofCelebration,Fla.;DarrylW.Finkton ’10of
Indianapolis; JeanA. Junior ’09ofTroy,Mich.;EvaZ.
Lam ’10ofMilwaukee; andGraceTiao ’08ofMarietta,
Ga.Theywere chosen fromamong805studentsnom-
inatedby326colleges anduniversitiesnationwide.

Created in 1902 by thewill of British philanthropist
Cecil Rhodes, the scholarships cover all costs for two
or three years of study atOxford.Winners are se-
lected on the basis of high academic achievement,
personal integrity, leadership potential, and physical
vigor, among other attributes.

This year’s recipients, namedonNov. 22, bringHar-
vard’s total number of Rhodes Scholars to 328,more
than a 10th of the 3,196Americanswhohave received
the award.

RoxanneE. Bras, who graduated fromHarvardCol-
lege in Junewith a degree in economics, will pursue
anM.Phil. in international relations atOxford, focus-
ing on strategic studies.

Currently a second lieutenant in theU.S. ArmyCorps
of Engineers, Bras is also aTrumanScholar and a
marathon runner. As an undergraduate, Bras studied
counterinsurgency as part of the economics of na-
tional security.Her senior thesis focused on quanti-
tativemetrics in counterinsurgency, primarily in
Iraq andAfghanistan. She plans to focus on studying
other post-WorldWar II conflicts atOxford. After
Oxford, Bras intends to return to theArmy.

“I applied for theRhodes because Iwanted to study
international relations in a graduate program, and I

Two Harvard undergraduates and three recent graduates
are among the 32 American men and women named
Rhodes Scholars. They include (clockwise from top left)
Darryl W. Finkton ’10, Eva Z. Lam ’10, Jean A. Junior ’09,
Grace Tiao ’08, and Roxanne E. Bras ’09.

GABORONE,Botswana—HarvardPresidentDrew
Faust saw firsthandhow theUniversity is helping
theAfricannationofBotswana to fightAIDS,when
she toured facilities lastweek (Nov. 25) in two com-
munitieswhere aHarvard-Botswanapartnership is
operating anti-AIDSprograms.

Faust, the firstHarvardpresident to visit Africa,
metwith youngHarvard-trained researchers in a
state-of-the-art laboratory built andoperatedby
theBotswana-HarvardPartnership forHIVRe-
search andEducation (BHP), a novel collaboration
between theHarvardSchool of PublicHealth’s
AIDS Initiative (HAI) and the government of
Botswana.

Botswana’s anti-AIDSprogramsare considered
models of how to fight thedisease, although
thenation remains among thosehit hard-
est byAIDS.

Botswanawas an early stopon
Faust’s six-day trip, duringwhich she
visited Johannesburg andCape
Town inSouthAfrica, anddelivered
a speech at theUniversity of Johan-
nesburg lastThursday (Nov. 26).

In that address, Faust described edu-
cation as a force for liberation, and
she announced thatHarvard and the
host universitywere developing an
initiative to train school principals in

someof the country’smost desperate regions.

Her trip highlightedHarvard’s ties to southern
Africa,where faculty are engaged in a variety of ini-
tiatives, from improving business education tode-
liveringhealth care in someof themost remote
areas.

Inher speech, titled “TheCapacity toMakeHis-
tory,” Faust, a scholar of theAmericanSouth, noted
parallels betweenSouthAfrica’s long struggle for
freedomand that of theUnitedStates following the
CivilWar.

In that vein, Faust also toured theApartheidMu-
seum inJohannesburg,where she viewedmany ex-
hibits showinghow thewhite andblack raceswere
separated in SouthAfrica as recently as two
decades ago.

Online� To read more about President Faust’s trip:
news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=29679
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Faust in Africa
President toursHarvard-partnered
facilities, announces initiative
betweenHGSE and theUniversity
of Johannesburg.



Harvard senior Samuel Bjork has won a presti-
giousMarshall Scholarship, allowing him to
study for two years in the United Kingdom at
the university of his choice.

Bjork, a chemistry concentrator who lives in
Eliot House, is one of 35 newMarshall Schol-
ars nationwide. He plans to use the first year of
his scholarship to work toward anM.Phil. in
the history and philosophy of science at Cam-
bridge University, followed by anM.Sc. in
chemistry, with a focus on synthetic organic or
inorganic chemistry.

“I’m very grateful for the opportunity to ex-
plore areas of research, especially in the his-
tory of science, that Imight not otherwise
encounter in graduate school, and thatmight
informmy future work,” said Bjork, a native of
Cambridge,Minn., who now lives inMin-
neapolis. “I’d like to look at the development of
evolutionary theory at the beginning of the
20th century and at some of the ethical issues
surrounding current advances in biological en-
gineering.”

Bjork has conducted researchwith Jack
Szostak, professor of genetics at HarvardMed-
ical School; AndrewMyers, AmoryHoughton
Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology;
andGeorge Church, professor of genetics at
HarvardMedical School. His work in these
labs has touched on the anti-cancer effects of
tetracycline antibiotics and the study of
ethanol production in a novel bacterium as a
possible source of renewable energy.

“While it seems like a distant possibility at this
point, I would love to leadmy own research
group someday,” said Bjork, who is teaching
organic chemistry at theHarvard Extension
School this semester. “I am increasingly inter-
ested in using the tools of synthetic chemistry
in the rational design ofmolecules with useful
reactivity patterns, especially as applied to en-
vironmental and energy problems.”

Bjork received a Carl and Lily Pforzheimer
Foundation Public Service Fellowship to take a
leave of absence after his sophomore year at
Harvard, which he spent working at a pediatric
HIV/AIDS clinic in Gaborone, Botswana. He
helped to design teacher-training workshops
onHIV education andworkedwith the
BotswanaMinistry of Education and the
World Bank to implement these workshops for
Botswana educators. Hewas also involved in
community outreach and educational activi-

ties for HIV-positive teens.

For his first three years at Harvard, Bjork was a
violinist in theHarvard-Radcliffe Orchestra.
He has written forHarvardMagazine, theHar-
vard Book Review, theHarvard Crimson, the
Harvard Gazette, and the “Let’s Go” travel
guides.

“I bounced back and forth between the hu-
manities and the sciencesmy first two years,”
Bjork said. “Along the way, I was fortunate
enough to take classes withmore dedicated
professors than I can name. Their patience,
encouragement, and advice hasmeant a great
deal tome.”

Bjork cites as especially important influences
AndrewMyers, AmoryHoughton Professor of
Chemistry and Chemical Biology; Cynthia
Friend, TheodoreWilliamRichards Professor
of Chemistry and Professor ofMaterials Sci-
ence; Peter Galison, PellegrinoUniversity Pro-
fessor andWalter Jackson Bate Fellow; and
Janet Browne, Aramont Professor of theHis-
tory of Science andHarvard College Professor.

Including Bjork, 247Harvard students have
wonMarshall Scholarships, whichwere cre-
ated in 1953 to commemorate U.S. aid to Eu-
rope afterWorldWar II under theMarshall
Plan. The program is aimed at promising
scholars and likely future leaders in their
fields. ProminentMarshall Scholars include
U.S. SupremeCourt Justice Stephen Breyer,
former DukeUniversity President Nannerl
Keohane, andNewYork Times columnist
Thomas Friedman.

Samuel Bjork ’10, a chemistry concentrator who
lives in Eliot House, is one of 35 new Marshall
Scholars nationwide.

Photo by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer

Samuel Bjork
awarded Marshall
Heplans to use the first year to
work toward anM.Phil. in the
history andphilosophy of
science at CambridgeUniversity.

By Steve Bradt | Harvard Staff Writer

wanted to do so overseas,” Bras said. “More specifically, I’d
like to research the relationships between countries’ diplo-
matic andmilitary institutions.”

“My life goal is to remove income as one of the factors of life
expectancy,” saidCollege seniorDarrylW. Finkton, a resi-
dent ofQuincyHouse concentrating in neurobiologywith a
secondary concentration inAfrican andAfrican-American
studies. “I don’t believe that the access someonehas to health
care, the cleanliness of theirwater, or the expertise of their
physician should be determined by something so arbitrary as
wealth.”

During his freshman year atHarvard, Finkton co-founded
(with SanguDelle ’10) a sustainable-water-delivery system
for a community inGhana.Hehas also researched infant cog-
nition, and played varsity basketball for two years.

Finktonwill nowpursue anM.Sc. in global health during his
first year atOxford and anM.B.A. in his second year.

JeanA. Junior sees anM.Phil. in comparative social policy
fromOxford as a logical bridge betweenher undergraduate
studies in sociology andmedical school.

“I applied for aRhodes Scholarship because I saw it as a
golden opportunity to learn about someof themost effective
ways to address the socioeconomic challenges facing the des-
titute sick,” she said. “I realized thatwhilemedical school
would prepareme to address people’s clinical challenges, I
needed additional training to address people’s socioeconomic
challenges and to become as familiar as possiblewith effec-
tive policies and strategies for poverty alleviation.”

Since graduating summa cum laude in June, Junior has been
aFulbright Scholar researchingHIV/AIDS in SouthAfrica. As
aHarvard undergraduate, she studied health behaviors of the
rural poor inBangladesh and co-directedCityStep,which en-
gages publicmiddle school students in dance and other cre-
ative activities. She also immersed herself in sociology
studies.

“Myundergraduatework, particularlymy senior thesis, has
focused on cultural competency training in anAmerican con-
text—which almost always refers towhite,middle-class
teachersworkingwith low-income, black, andLatino stu-
dents,” saidEvaZ. Lam, a senior in LeverettHouse concen-
trating in social studies. “AtOxford, I hope to consider
cultural competence and teacher training in a broader inter-
national context.”

Lamwill pursue two one-yearmaster’s degrees atOxford: one
in comparative and international education, and the other in
comparative social policy.

GraceTiaowent far after graduating summa cum laude in
2008with degrees in history of science andEnglish and
American literature and language. She ran a yearlong re-
search expedition on ecosystembiodiversity inAntarctica, .

“Environmentalmicrobiology is a discipline that relies heav-
ily on computational expertise,” Tiao said. “I realized that if I
wanted to continue towork in the field, I’d need to go back
and learn a good deal of basic and somemore advanced statis-
tics.”

SoTiao applied for theRhodes, which shewill use to pursue a
second bachelor’s degree, this one aB.A. inmathematics and
statistics. Shewill also have the luxury ofworkingmore often
onher first book.
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Middle schoolers in threeMassachusetts communi-
ties are peering deep into the night skies this year,
controlling robotic telescopes on their own to ob-
serve themoon, the planets, and the stars.

The children are part of a unique after-school part-
nership betweenHarvardUniversity and the com-
munities of Cambridge, Lynn, and Fall River,Mass.
Called ITEAMS, for Innovative Technology-Enabled
Astronomy forMiddle Schools, the program is
funded by theNational Science Foundation and
aims to use astronomy to introduce students to sub-
jects central to careers in science, technology, engi-
neering, andmathematics (STEM). It also aims to
keep them engaged inmath and science at a time in
their academic lives when some students are turn-
ing away from those subjects.

“Astronomy is intrinsically interesting to everyone,”
said BruceWard, senior research associate and
ITEAMSmanager at theHarvard-Smithsonian Cen-
ter for Astrophysics. “This [astronomy] becomes a
wonderful hook to get kids to see the value of
STEM.”

The program is run by science educators at theHar-
vard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics (CfA),
whose researchers probe fundamental questions
about the universe, such as its probable creation in
the big bang, its expansion afterward, andwhat con-
ditions are like on planets circling other stars.

Through an online interface, the students can give
instructions to three robotic telescopes located on
the CfA’s roof in Cambridge and at theWhipple Ob-
servatory in Arizona. The short, boxy telescopes rely
on the sameCCD technology to take images that is
employed inmillions of digital cameras. Images

taken of the night sky are e-mailed to the students
the nextmorning for processing and discussion in
class.

Ward said the programwas originally designed for
60 kids across all three towns, but twice thatmany
showed interest, causing organizers to expand it.
About half of the students are beginning their sec-
ond year in the program,Ward said, allowing them
tomove on tomore sophisticated imaging.

“The kids are voting with their feet, and really com-
ing,”Ward said.

At the students’ instructions, the telescopes point at
distant objects in the sky, from the familiarmoon
and nearby planets, such as Jupiter, tomysterious
spiral galaxies and interstellar clouds of gas and dust
called “nebulas.” Because the telescopes follow the
students’ instructions,Ward said, the images they
take can be imperfect: over- or underexposed, off-
color, or blurry. By correcting theirmistakes, stu-
dents learn not only about the objects they’re
targeting, but also about light and color, distance
and perspective.

“Themost important factor is that you learn from
yourmistakes. That’s an article of science, you learn
more from yourmistakes than from your successes,”
Ward said. “Wewant kids to go down blind alleys.
You don’t take a 30-second exposure of themoon.
They get guidance, yes, but not controlling guid-
ance.”

Students also go on field trips and visit the telescope
on the CfA’s roof at least once to see it. During an
October visit to Cambridge by Fall River students,
students not onlymet their robotic partner in the
ITEAMS endeavor, but they also got to see a bit of

U.S. astronomical history, visiting telescopes it
shares roof space with, including the Great Refrac-
tor, built in 1847, which for 20 years was the nation’s
largest telescope.

During their day at Harvard, the students also vis-
ited the University’s Earth and Planetary Sciences
Visualization Lab and the Collection of Historical
Scientific Instruments, and participated in class ex-
ercises whose aimwas to help them better under-
stand the concepts of distance, size, and scale.

The students, from theMatthew J. Kuss School in
Fall River, were shepherded by science teachers
Sarah Chapin and Sandy Sullivan, who said they are
beginning a research project focused on Jupiter and
its four biggestmoons.

“Getting to use the telescope is very exciting for the
students andmyself,” Sullivan said.

Lin Tucker, coordinator of science and engineering
at the Benjamin Banneker Public Charter School in
Cambridge, said that, as an after-school program,
ITEAMS gives teachers flexibility to cover topics
that are of interest to students thatmay not show up
on required tests.

“It lets us play aroundwith some ideas that are not
onMCAS but which are inherently interesting to
kids,” Tucker said, adding that ideas introduced dur-
ing ITEAMS sessions canmake their way back to the
regular classroom. “Student [mental] models of
what space is, how objects in space are— their size,
how they relate to each other— is very fuzzy.”

Ward said the program is aimed at underserved

TheHarvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics is givingmiddle school
children in threeMassachusetts towns a taste of astronomy, using robotic
telescopes they control themselves to fuel their interest in careers in
science, technology, engineering, andmath.

By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

In the Community

(see ITEAMS next page)

Photos by Kris Snibbe | Harvard Staff Photographer

The Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics’ Bruce Ward teaches Kuss Middle School students from Fall River,
Mass., during a visit to the Harvard Observatory’s Great Refractor, Clark, and MicroObservatory telescopes. Alex (above,
center) gets a close-up look. Students Andrew (above, from left), Jaela, Katelyn, and Megan listen intently.

Harvard program points schoolchildren toward the stars



Online� To learn more: radcliffe.edu/about/news/2009ventures.aspx

communities and seeks to increase the awareness of
opportunities in science, technology, engineering,
andmath for girls and inHispanic and African-
American communities.

Science teacher Laurie Ferhani, who runs the
ITEAMS program at Amigos School in Cambridge,
said that before ITEAMS there was noway for stu-
dents to do hands-on astronomy. She said two stu-
dents from last year’s program come from family
backgrounds where it’s unlikely they’d have similar
opportunities without such a program. The stu-
dents, she said, have sincemoved on to ninth grade
but have remained interested, asking her whether
there are similar programs for older students.

Annie and Jaylin, both Banneker fifth-graders, were
enthusiastic about their after-school program,
which is run by Tucker and Barbara Brothers, Ban-
neker’s head of after-school programs. Annie said
she enjoys seeing the stars and constellations in the
night sky andwanted to see Jupiter up close. She
also instructed the telescope to take a picture of the
pinwheel galaxy, because she thought it looked sim-
ilar to our ownMilkyWay.

ITEAMS involves not just teachers, students, and
science educators, but also community volunteers
from the Amateur TelescopeMakers of Boston and
a group of retired Raytheon engineers from the Re-
tirees’ School Volunteer Association. To assess ef-
fectiveness, students are tested before and after the
program. The effort is in the second of three years.

Though ITEAMS is an after-school enrichment pro-
gram, its Internet interface is available to students
even fromhome computers, allowing them towork
independently once they knowwhat they’re doing.

Jesse, a sixth-grader at Cambridge’s Amigos School,
hit the ground running after beginning the program
this fall, exploring theMicroObservatoryWeb site
at home and taking a few pictures.

“She immediately got on the computer,” said Jesse’s
mother, Laurie Rothstein. “I knew shewas really
excited about it. This ismaking a connection to the
real world.”

Tomeet the faculty associates for theRadcliffe
Institute, youwouldhave to travel fromone end
ofHarvard’s campus to the other, from the
bustling streets of theLongwoodMedicalArea
to bucolicObservatoryHill, with stops at the
BarkerCenter across fromHarvardYard, the
shinynewCenter forGovernment and Interna-
tional Studies onCambridge Street, and the
toweringWilliamJamesHall onKirkland
Street. Thenyouwouldhave to call Berlin,
where a faculty associate is at an institute for ad-
vanced study, theWissenschaftskolleg zuBerlin.

This geographic span shows the breadth of Rad-
cliffe’s AcademicEngagement Programs (AEP),
the faculty-led initiative that Barbara J. Grosz,
dean of theRadcliffe Institute andHiggins Pro-
fessor ofNatural Sciences inHarvard’s School
of Engineering andApplied Sciences, is build-
ing. “Wewant to engage faculty fromall disci-
plinary areas to explore newapproaches to
pressing questions,” saidGrosz, who served as
Radcliffe’s dean of science from2001 until
2008. Grosz says her goal is to advance research
and to promote cooperation among faculty
members by providing themwith resources and
space that foster collaboration.

Since becoming dean of the institute, Grosz has
appointed six new faculty associates, all of
them accomplished in their fields: EwaLajer-
Burcharth, BrigitteMadrian, Leah Price,
Robert J. Sampson, DimitarD. Sasselov, and
RosalindA. Segal.

EwaLajer-Burcharth, aRadcliffe faculty associ-
ate in thehumanities and theWilliamDorr
BoardmanProfessorofFineArts in theDepart-
mentofHistoryofArt andArchitecture, has
workedwitha faculty committeedrawn from
across theUniversity todesign the institute’s an-
nual gender conference forApril 15-16, 2010.At
the conference, artists and scholarswill explore
theways that gender affectshowpeople experi-
encephysical andpersonal spaces andhowspace
affects theway they thinkabout gender.

LeahPrice, RI ’07, aRadcliffe faculty associate in
thehumanities and aHarvardCollege professor
in theEnglishDepartment, andAnnBlair, a for-
merRadcliffe faculty associate in thehumani-
ties, aHarvardCollege professor in theHistory
Department, and theHenryCharlesLeaProfes-
sor ofHistory,will convene academics, librari-
ans, and students at the institutenext fall for a
conference called “WhyBooks?” onOct. 28–29.
Realizing a visionofGrosz andDianaSorensen,
deanof the arts andhumanities in theFaculty of
Arts andSciences, andplanned in consultation
with faculty froma range of fields, the confer-
encewill further conversations on thehistory
and future of books.
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Seeding new ventures at Radcliffe
“Wewant to engage faculty from all disciplinary areas to explore new
approaches to pressing questions.”

By Pat Harrison | Radcliffe Communications
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Oneof themost ambitiousAEP ventures is the
City as Social Science Laboratory, part of the
Radcliffe Institute’s newPolicy Studies Initia-
tive, designed byRobert J. Sampson and
BrigitteMadrian, the institute’s social science
faculty associates.Madrian and Sampson are
workingwith faculty fromother Schools at the
University to link records in theBoston area—
includingmedical reports, crime records, cen-
sus data, and immigration information—with
the goal of studying city problems such as sub-
standard housing, failing schools, and crime.

“There’s awealth of data in theBoston area that
researchers and administrators in local institu-
tionshave compiled,” said Sampson, chairman
ofHarvard’sDepartment of Sociology and the
HenryFord IIProfessor of the Social Sciences.
He andMadrian, theAetnaProfessor of Public
Policy andCorporateManagement at theHar-
vardKennedySchool, thinkBostonhas beenun-
derutilized as a laboratory for social issues. By
launching theCity as Social ScienceLaboratory,
Madrian andSampson canbring local practi-
tioners togetherwith leading academic re-
searchers and apply data tourbanproblems.

Madrian andSampsonhave strong ties to other
social scientists atHarvard. Among their collab-
orators isNancyE.Hill, a professor atHarvard’s
Graduate School ofEducation,whowasnamed
the first appointee toRadcliffe Institute’s
SuzanneYoungMurrayProfessorship in July.

ToworkwithAEP faculty to strengthen the in-
stitute’s connections across theUniversity and
to expandAEPactivities,Groszhas appointed
RebeccaWassarmanasdirector ofAEP.A long-
timemember of theHarvard community,Was-
sarmanhas already collaboratedwith faculty
members and senior administrators atmany
HarvardSchools. She earned anA.B. inhistory
fromHarvard andaJ.D. from theUniversity of
MichiganLawSchool.

Discussing theAEP initiatives,Grosz described
the institute as an “engine of intellectual inno-
vation.”The institute has supported activities
that engageHarvard facultymembers, students,
fellows, and thepublic. But organizing these ac-
tivities under the oneAEPumbrella isGrosz’s
innovation. “Thebestway todrawpeople at the
University together is to engagepeople from its
different parts to address important problems,”
Grosz said. “That’s how theRadcliffe Institute is
seedingnew intellectual ventures.”

“This is a terrific program,” saidHarvardPresi-
dentDrewFaust. “It places theRadcliffe Insti-
tute at the center of our efforts to foster
collaboration among facultymembers from
across theUniversitywho bring a range of disci-
plinary perspectives to issues of pressing con-
cern.”

ITEAMS
(continued from previous page)

The CfA’s Frank Frederick Sienkiewicz teaches Kuss Middle School
students during a visit to the Harvard College Observatory.
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Newsmakers
ROCKEFELLER FELLOWS CHOSEN FOR 2010-11

Concluding its annual meeting and in-
terviews at Harvard on Nov. 20-21, the
Michael C. Rockefeller Memorial Fellow-
ships Administrative Board awarded fel-
lowships to six graduating seniors for
2010-11.

Rockefeller Fellowships contribute
$18,000 toward a year of purposeful
postgraduate immersion in a foreign
culture for candidates at critical stages
in their development who feel a com-
pelling need for new and broadening ex-
periences.

The six recipients are Thomas Brennan
’10 of Lowell House, for travel to Tanza-
nia; Judith Fan ’10 of Leverett House,
for travel to Peru; Jessica Frisina ’10 of
Mather House, for travel to Honduras;
Gerald Tiu ’10 of Winthrop House, for
travel to China; Adam Travis ’10 of
Mather House, for travel to Kenya; and
Devon Youngblood ’10 of Mather
House, for travel to Egypt.

BARNES APPOINTED CHIEF RESEARCH
COMPLIANCE OFFICER, GORODENTSEV NAMED
DIRECTOR OF OSP

Mark Barnes has been hired as Har-
vard University’s chief research compli-
ance officer and senior adviser to the
provost. Working closely with the vice
provost for research, Barnes will play a
leading role in reviewing and revising re-
search administration policies across
the University to ensure consistency. A
lawyer, Barnes also will monitor educa-
tional and training programs for Har-
vard’s research faculty, students, and
staff. He will oversee the Office for
Sponsored Programs (OSP). In a related
appointment, Cathy Gorodentsev, most
recently acting dean for administration
for the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
(FAS), has been named the new direc-
tor of OSP.

NIEMAN FOUNDATION PRESENTS 2009
CONSCIENCE AND INTEGRITY AWARD

The Nieman Foundation for Journalism
at Harvard presented the Louis M.
Lyons Award for Conscience and In-
tegrity in Journalism to slain Sri Lankan
newspaper editor Lasantha Wickre-
matunge and the journalists of
Afghanistan on Nov. 17.

The Class of 2010 Nieman Fellows
made the selections in recognition of
the terrible risk that many journalists
around the world face in pursuit of their
calling. In making their decision, the fel-
lows cited Wickrematunge for daring to
stand up, at the cost of his life, for free-

dom of the press and human rights.
The journalists of Afghanistan are being
recognized for their bravery in delivering
the news from one of the most danger-
ous reporting environments in the
world.

To read the full story, visit nieman.har-
vard.edu/newsitem.aspx?id=100128.

WASSARMAN NAMED DIRECTOR
OF RADCLIFFE’S AEP

Rebecca Wassarman has joined the
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study
as director of Academic Engagement
Programs (AEP). A longtime member of
the Harvard community, Wassarman
brings an extensive understanding of
the University from an administrative
perspective and a wealth of experience
with faculty and academic planning —
especially in the social sciences —
from her positions in the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences’ offices of Faculty Devel-
opment, Faculty Affairs, and Academic
Affairs.

At the institute, she will work with AEP
faculty to strengthen the institute’s con-
nections across the University and its
roles in cross-disciplinary collaborations
and intellectual innovation. (See related
story, page 17)

REISCHAUER INSTITUTE AWARDS
JAPANESE STUDIES PRIZES

The Reischauer Institute of Japanese
Studies and Kodansha Publishers re-
cently hosted the 15th annual Edwin O.
Reischauer/Kodansha Ltd. Commemo-
rative Symposium and the 14th annual
awarding of the Noma-Reischauer
Prizes in Japanese Studies. These
prizes, $2,000 for the best undergradu-
ate essay and $3,000 for the best
graduate essay, are given annually by
Kodansha Publishers for the best es-
says written by Harvard students on
Japan-related topics. The prizes this
year also included Kodansha’s three-
volume edition of “Seeing
Japan/Tokyo/Kyoto,” “The Decorative
Art of Japanese Food Carving,” “Au-
tumn Colors of Kyoto,” or “Cherry Blos-
soms of Kyoto.”

Audrey Ji-eun Kim ’09 (history), won
the undergraduate prize for her essay
“Crediting Empire: Politics, Policies,
and Perceptions of Japan in the London
Bond Market, 1900-1914.” The gradu-
ate essay prize went to Kathryn
Handlir, A.M. ’09, in regional studies-
East Asia, for her essay “Fads, Brands,
and Fashion Spreads: Print Culture and
the Making of Kimono in Early Modern

File photo by Jon Chase | Harvard Staff Photographer

TheFaculty ofArts andSciences (FAS)
offered a customized voluntary retire-
ment programWednesday (Dec. 2) to
127 eligible facultymembers. At the
same time, four ofHarvard’s graduate
andprofessional Schools—Harvard
Medical School, theHarvardSchool of
PublicHealth, theHarvardDivinity
School, and theHarvardGraduate
School ofEducation—unveiled similar
plans to eligible faculty.

EachSchool designed its one-timepro-
gram tomeet the specific needs of its
facultymembers, someofwhomhave
been contemplating thenext stage of
their academic careers.

Although there are differences in the
plans, the five programs share similari-
ties. Eachoffers a range of options. Eli-
gible facultywhoare ready to retire can
do so in thenext academic year,while
others canwinddown their teaching
and research careers over several years.
Faculty at theparticipating Schools
must signupby thedeadline of June30,
2010.

“I amcommitted to supporting faculty
members at every stage of their careers,
from theday they enter the tenure
track to the time theydecide to transi-
tion into emeritus status,’’ saidDean
MichaelD. Smith of theFaculty ofArts
andSciences. “TheprogramFAS is of-
fering is designed to be flexible, so that
eligible facultywhoare interested in
participatingwill be able to choose an
option that suits thembest.”

TheOffice ofFacultyDevelopment&
Diversityworked closelywith the
Schools to provide analyses of retire-
ment programs at peer institutions and
assess the resourcesneeded to offer the
programs.Across theUniversity, about
180 facultymembers are eligible to par-
ticipate in the Schools’ programs.

“Theseprogramsaim to support faculty
renewal andprovide anopportunity for

long-serving faculty tomakeplans for
staged retirement, consistentwith
their preferences and economic cir-
cumstances,’’ saidPresidentDrew
Faust.

The retirement programswerede-
signed in response to expressions of in-
terest from facultymembers, andwere
craftedwith theunderstanding that
Harvard’s facultymembers seek in re-
tirementnot an end to their relation-
shipswith theirDepartments, their
Schools, and theUniversity, but rather
anewbeginning,markedbyopportuni-
ties for personal and intellectual re-
newal following years of dedicated
service.

“For our School, having anumbrella
programcreates a transparent and eq-
uitable array of options for senior fac-
ultywhoare considering retirement,’’
saidDeanKathleenMcCartney of the
Graduate School ofEducation. “It also
affords the time to renew the senior
faculty in response toplanned retire-
ments.”

TheHarvardBusiness School already
has a robust faculty retirement pro-
gram inplace.Other Schools— the
HarvardKennedySchool, theHarvard
Graduate School ofDesign, and the
HarvardLawSchool—are continuing
with existing plans for faculty renewal
while alsomanaging for planned and
anticipated retirements.

“Inpart because of our size, our ap-
proach is toworkwith individual fac-
ulty as they approach retirement age to
discusswhatmightmake themost
sense for the facultymember and the
School,” saidDeanDavidEllwoodof
theHarvardKennedySchool. “Butwe
would like touse this occasion to en-
courage a larger discussionof our cur-
rent set of retirement options and
incentives and todiscuss the situation
facing facultywhoare at ornear tradi-
tional retirement ages.”
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Voluntary retirement program
Customized program being offered to 127 eligible FAS faculty;
four graduate, professional Schools unveil similar plans.



CTSC MANAGER OF GRANTS ADMINISTRATION, REQ.
37417, GR. 057
Harvard Medical School, FT (8/17/2009)

SENIOR GRANTS MANAGER, REQ. 37166, GR. 056
Financial Administration, FT (7/23/2009)

IT SUPPORT ASSOCIATE II (SENIOR USER SUPPORT SPE-
CIALIST), REQ. 37966, GR. 055
Harvard School of Public Health, FT (10/7/2009)

RETAIL OPERATIONS REPRESENTATIVE I, REQ. 38206,
GR. 052
Harvard University Credit Union, FT (11/4/2009)

PART-TIME LECTURERS ON HISTORY AND LITERATURE.
Information and applications at fas.harvard.edu/
~histlit/HL-program.html. Deadline January 15,
2010.

HOW TO APPLY
To apply for an advertised position and/or for more infor-
mation on these and other listings, please visit our Web
site at www.employment.harvard.edu to upload your re-
sume and cover letter. Harvard is strongly committed to its
policy of equal opportunity and affirmative action.

JOB SEARCH INFO SESSIONS
Harvard University offers information sessions that are de-
signed to enhance a job-seeker's search success. These
sessions may cover topics ranging from preparing effective
resumes and cover letters, targeting the right opportuni-
ties, and successful interviewing techniques. Sessions are
typically held monthly from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Har-
vard Events and Information Center in Holyoke Center,
1350 Massachusetts Ave., in Cambridge. More specific in-
formation is available online at http://employment.har-
vard.edu/careers/findingajob/.

Online� See complete opportunity listings
at www.employment.harvard.edu or contact
Employment Services at 617.495.2772.
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Hot Jobs
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Japan.” Both winners were in attendance to de-
scribe their research and accept the awards. Ko-
dansha Ltd. was represented by Ryu Yamane, vice
president (Tokyo); and Yoichi Kimata, senior vice
president, and Tomoe Sumi, project coordinator,
both of Kodansha America LLC (New York).

The deadline for submitting essays for the next
Noma-Reischauer Prize is June 30, 2010. For more
information, contact the Reischauer Institute at
617.495.3220 or visit the Reischauer Web site at
fas.harvard.edu/~rijs.

FERGUSON’S DOCUMENTARY WINS INTERNATIONAL EMMY

Harvard economic historian Niall Ferguson’s four-
part documentary, “The Ascent of Money” (2009),
which examines the creation of the economic sys-
tem by taking viewers on a global trek through the
history of money, was named Best Documentary at
the 37th International Emmy Awards in New York
City on Nov. 23.

Ferguson, the Laurence A. Tisch Professor of His-
tory in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and
William Ziegler Professor of Business Administra-
tion at Harvard Business School, based the docu-
mentary on his best-selling book “The Ascent of
Money: A Financial History of the World” (Penguin
Press, 2008), which predicted the current eco-
nomic crisis and was released within weeks of the
meltdown of subprime loans.

To view the series or for more information, visit
pbs.org/wnet/ascentofmoney.

LOHRE NAMED NCC PRESIDENT-ELECT

Kathryn M. Lohre, assistant director of the Plural-
ism Project at Harvard and an Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America representative to the World
Council of Churches Central Committee, has been
elected president-elect of the National Council of
Churches (NCC) by the NCC Governing Board.

Lohre will assume office Jan. 1, 2010. She was in-
stalled as NCC president-elect on Nov. 12, in St.
Mark’s Cathedral in Minneapolis. Lohre will serve
in her newly elected position until Dec. 31, 2011.
Constitutionally, the NCC president elect succeeds
to the presidency.

Lohre, who will be 34 when installed as president
in 2012, will be the second-youngest president of
the council since 1979.

To read more, visit news.harvard.edu/gazette/
?p=30916.

PHI BETA KAPPA WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

The Harvard College chapter of Phi Beta Kappa
(PBK), Alpha Iota of Massachusetts, has elected
48 seniors to its Class of 2010.

The Alpha Iota of Massachusetts chapter of Phi
Beta Kappa was first established under a charter
in 1779. Shifting from a social and debating club
in its early years to an undergraduate honor society
in the 19th century, PBK is known as the oldest ac-
ademic honor society in the country.

Phi Beta Kappa’s national mission is to foster and
recognize excellence in the liberal arts and sci-
ences, and election to Alpha Iota of Massachu-
setts signifies that an undergraduate has
demonstrated excellence, reach, originality, and
rigor in his or her course of study. The honor soci-
ety recognizes students whose course work
demonstrates not only high achievement, but also
breadth of interest, depth of understanding, and in-
tellectual honesty. Twenty-four juniors are elected
each spring, 48 seniors each fall, and a further
number sufficient to bring the total membership to
no more than 10 percent of the graduating class in
the final election shortly before Commencement.

Elected seniors include:
Adams: Daniel Eric Herz-Roiphe, social studies; Xin
Pan, applied math; Koning Shen, chemical and
physical biology; and Lena Yuan-Ning Young, organ-
ismic and evolutionary biology.

Cabot:: Stacy Lynn Carlson, economics; Zhou Fan,
math; Jessica Nicole Lacy, chemistry; Matthew
Jacob Rubenstein, economics; Alice Tzeng, chemi-
cal and physical biology; and Michael Anthony Vis-
cardi, math.

Currier: Amanda Roman Mangaser, government.

Dunster: Victoria Simone Dubnow Aschheim,
music; and Andrei Cristea, economics.

Eliot: HyunJin Kim, social studies; and Alexandra
Attkisson Petri, English.

Kirkland: Trevor Jon Bakker, social studies; and
Katherine Martelle Thompson, African and African
American studies.

Leverett: David Daniel Aguilar, psychology; Jeremy
Mark Booher, math; Kristen Elizabeth Calandrelli,
anthropology; Kaitlyn Ella Coil, chemical and physi-
cal biology; Diane Beatrix de Gramont, social stud-
ies; Rachel Ann Esplin, East Asian studies; Judith

Ellen Fan, neurobiology; John McLean Kearney, physics; Eva
Zhen Lam, social studies; and Matthew Ka Loong Lee, eco-
nomics.

Lowell: Nour Kibbi, history of science; Charles Richard
Melvoin, history and literature; Christopher Andrew Oland,
engineering sciences; Julia Anne Rudolf, human evolutionary
biology; and Yifan Zhang, economics.

Mather: Matthew Ross Bloom, history; Catherine Martha
Sirois, sociology; and Roxolana Wacyk, economics.

Pforzheimer: Gage Russell Caligaris, applied math; and
Melissa Tran, sociology.

Quincy: Tamar Holoshitz, linguistics; Laura Beth Kaplan, his-
tory; Caitlin Marie Kennedy Marquis, history of art and archi-
tecture; and Joseph Paul Zimmerman, computer science.

Winthrop: Sebastien Dominik Arnold, history; Ilan Joseph
Caplan, music; John Paul Fred Chilazi, economics; Daniela
Franca  Joffe, literature; Gerald Chunt-Sein Tiu, chemical and
physical biology; Pierce Tria, government; and Harold Yihao
Wu, music.

A group of 20 incoming mayors
from large cities across the coun-
try gathered at Harvard’s Institute
of Politics for a three-day seminar
(Nov. 18-20) on leadership and
the issues they will face. Presi-
dent Drew Faust greets Mayor A C
Wharton of Memphis, Tenn., as
Mayor Elizabeth Kautz of
Burnsville, Minn., looks on.
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Harvard Business School

The holiday season is built on spiritual founda-

tions, but it relies on pragmatic shoppers’

spending to drive December’s all-important re-

tail economy.

Two Harvard Business School professors, Nancy

F. Koehn and Rajiv Lal, have weighed in on the

Harvard Business School Web site

(http://www.hbs.edu/news/opinions/2009retai-

loutlook.html) with their best estimates of how

the holiday shopping season will play out. One

sees a flat or slightly improved sales period,

while the other is guardedly optimistic.

“After the shock and awe of last year’s financial

crisis, households are taking stock, abandoning

the ‘next new thing’ in favor of more-enduring

priorities, and establishing distinct notions of

value from those that have prevailed during the

last decade,” said Koehn, the James E. Robison

Professor of Business Administration. “All of

this adds up to the New Normal.”

Lal, the Stanley Roth Sr. Professor of Retailing

and co-chair of the General Management Pro-

gram, sees some blue patches amid the eco-

nomic clouds. “While credit is still not easily

available, the increasing savings rate over the

last year should leave us with more to spend

this holiday season,” he said. “Therefore, forget

about last year’s Scrooge-like retail results. I ex-

pect this season’s sales to be significantly im-

proved.”

— Jim Concannon

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Harvard College has launched a new online Plan

of Study tool to help undergraduates outline the

courses they will take throughout their four

years at Harvard. This online system replaces

paper forms that served the same function, and

provides a more intuitive and robust way for un-

dergraduates to plan. The tool’s development

was a joint venture between the Program in Gen-

eral Education (Gen Ed), the Office of the Regis-

trar, and the Advising Programs Office.

Using the tool located on the Registrar’s Web

site, students can create an eight-semester

planning grid modeling the courses they will

take to meet their concentration and Gen Ed or

Core requirements. Students can also use the

form to switch concentrations, or to switch be-

tween the Core and Gen Ed.

Students can update the planning grids each

term and share their plans with their advisers to

facilitate an ongoing conversation about their

plan of study. Students’ response to the new

system has been overwhelmingly positive, ac-

cording to the Advising Programs Office.

The Plan of Study tool was first introduced to

sophomores, who used this system to declare

their concentration on Nov. 18, although all stu-

dents can access the tool..

— Amy Lavoie

Harvard Law School

Hundreds of Harvard Law School (HLS) students,

faculty, and staff gathered in the School’s Pound

Hall for a “Thanksgiving for the Troops” event on

Nov. 18 to raise money and collect items for sol-

diers in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The HLS Student Government sponsored the din-

ner that raised more than $6,000. Participants

also donated items such as toothbrushes, de-

odorant, and playing cards for overseas care

packages. The packages included Thanksgiving

Day cards created by third- and fourth-graders at

the Cambridgeport School.

“We chose the cause because we know that

there are veterans in the HLS community, and we

felt that it wasn’t something that generally gets

much attention at the Law School,” said Jennifer

Dein, HLS ’11, vice president of HLS Student

Government and a key organizer of the event.

Several HLS veterans publicized the undertaking

by visiting classrooms and sharing their overseas

experiences with fellow students.

John Doyle, HLS ’12, who served in the U.S.

Army’s Special Forces in Iraq, was pleased to an-

swer questions about his service. “I think a lot of

people are curious about what goes on in the mil-

itary, but don’t know if it’s OK to ask,” said

Doyle.

“I started law school this year after two tours

with the U.S. Navy,” said Eric Powell, HLS ’12. “I

know firsthand how truly meaningful it is to re-

ceive packages and expressions of appreciation

from home.”

— Christine Perkins

Online� news.harvard.edu/gazette/se

Around the Schools
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Graduate School of Arts & Sciences

The January break between semesters doesn’t

have to be the winter doldrums.

The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences is of-

fering a wealth of short courses, seminars, and

events designed to provide more work or more

play, depending on your preference, from Jan. 4

to 24.

On the play front, the Center for Wellness is offer-

ing, among other sessions, “Massage Therapy

101” and the inviting “Eat What You Want: The In-

tuitive Approach.” The Dudley Arts Fellows will

have Jazz in the Gato and a series of classic

movies (including “High Noon” and “Roman Holi-

day”). There are ski trips to New Hampshire and

an excursion to the musical “In the Heights” at

the Boston Opera House.

On the work front, the Office of Career Services

is offering its “Career Transition Workshop,”

along with “Real Life Stories from the Academic

Job Search,” and “Retooling: Job Search Boot

Camp.” For something in between, you could sign

up for a creative writing workshop or “Writing

Boot Camp.” In addition, there’s a raft of Harvard

College Library tutorials.

And, if you really want more academics, there’s a

slate of science courses, including Cell Biology

330, Genetics 390, and Virology 330. There are

other offerings as well. For more information,

visit the Web site at gsas.harvard.edu/january.

— Jim Concannon

ction/campus-n-community/news-by-school Student voice

About 900 fellow classmates and I spent a
good portion of our time at theHarvard
Kennedy School (HKS) fully engrossedwith
last fall’s presidential election.

Walking to class, sitting in theHKSForum, on
a bench in theHKSCourtyard, over coffee, or
over books, it was all we talked about.

Witnessing themost electrifying campaign of
our generationwith classmates whowere cer-
tifiable political junkies, and all deeply com-
mitted to public service, was an almost
transcendent experience. And it could only
have happened at the Kennedy School.

I remember the debates, especially during the
primaries. The passion ofmy classmates was
matched by their abundant political knowl-
edge, a breadth of experience working on and
around the issues they discussed, andmyriad
connections to the political players involved.

Somewere absent for weeks at a time, leaving
to field organize for Republican JohnMcCain
or Democrat Barack Obama. It was not un-
common to read classmates’ writing about the
campaign in amajor publication or see them
on the news discussing political strategy or the
organizing work they were leading, all while
maintaining their course loads.

What touchedme themost was the uncom-
mon civility present at all times in our politi-
cal dialogue. No shouting. No name-calling.
No anger that a handshake and a smile
couldn’t resolve.

I was aHillary Clinton supporter during the
primary season, and one of only two black
Clinton supporters at the School. Thismade
me one of themore sought-after faux pundits
at HKS. Classmates wanted to get inside ofmy
head, andmanywantedme to defendmy
stance. Someweeks, I’d spend hours debating
the intersection of race, politics, and gender
withmembers of theHKS community. But the
discussionwas never acrimonious. And I al-
ways learned to see things a bit differently af-
terward.

I startedwriting about politics during the
election, creating a blog to keep a record of
evolving opinions of the campaign. I took
classes at HKSwith LucianaHerman, an ad-
junct lecturer in public policy, and Timothy
McCarthy, an adjunct lecturer in public policy,
history and literature, that allowedme to
spend time finding and developingmy voice as
a writer. Guidance from those courses ulti-
mately helpedme to get one ofmy commen-
taries published, with an assist from an
Institute of Politics fellow.Without the re-
sources the Kennedy School provided, that op-
portunitymight not have been available.

I graduated in Junewith anM.P.P. I’m now a
Kroc Fellow at National Public Radio, my job
an outcome ofmyHKS policy-analysis exer-
cise and an internship I hadwhile a student. In
my office, deadlines are hard, and the time to
pontificate can be short, as with any news or-
ganization. Being where I amnowmakesme
appreciate last year evenmore.

A chance to talk about politics and policy, in a
safe space, with time to really think, andwith
friends who care, is something hard to come
by in our current political climate. Knowing
thatmakesme evenmore aware of the value
my education at the Kennedy School.Witness-
ing history is amazing. Doing it with class is
rare.

If you’re an undergraduate or graduate student
and have an essay to share about life at Har-
vard, please e-mail your ideas to JimConcan-
non, the Gazette’s news editor, at
Jim_Concannon@harvard.edu.

Photo by Ryan Gibbons | rgvisuals.com

Journey to D.C.
“I’m now aKroc Fellow at
National Public Radio, my
job an outcome ofmyHKS
policy-analysis exercise ...”

By Sam Sanders | M.P.P. ’09
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Online� To read the full story, visit news.
harvard.edu/gazette/ ?p=31585

Thecurtain finally closedon the season for theNo. 10
Harvardmen’s soccer team,which fell to theMaryland
TerrapinsonSunday (Nov. 29) in the third roundof
theNCAAtournament, 2-0.

Unable to createoffense, theCrimsongaveupanearly
goal in the 11thminute,which wasall thedefending
national championTerrapinsneeded towin.

Despite seven shotsongoal in the first half, theCrim-
son’s best opportunity to score cameat the33:03
mark,whensenior forwardandco-captainAndre
Akpanwas takendown in thepenaltyboxbyMaryland
goalkeeperZacMacMath.ButAkpan,whogoing into
Sunday’s contestwas2 for3onpenaltykicks this sea-
son, couldn’t boot theball pastMacMath.

ForMaryland, the final dagger came in the78th

minuteona line-driveball that rocketedpastHarvard
keeperAustinHarms ’12.Thegoal crushedanyhope
for aCrimsoncomeback.

The loss ends the season for theCrimson (14-4-1; 5-1-1
IvyLeague), though itwas amemorableone. Spending
mostof the season ranked in the top 15 (peakingatNo.
6),Harvardposted theprogram’sbest record since
1996, takinghome its first IvyLeague title since2006.

This seasonalso sawAkpanadd tohis legacy asoneof
the greatest players theprogramhasever seen.With
12goals this year, the senior,whoentered the season
alreadyHarvard’s all-time leader in assists andpoints,
finishedhis career tiedwithChrisOhiri ’64asHar-
vard’s all-time leading scorerwith47goals, leaving an
indeliblemarkon theprogram.

Inaddition toAkpan, theCrimsonwill graduate four
other starters:BrianGrimm,DesmondMitchell,
KwakuNyamekye, andAdamRousmaniere.The sen-
iors—whoreached theNCAAtournament ineachof
their fouryears — leave theprogramwithhighexpec-
tations for subsequent classes.

“Itwas a great season forus, and thehardest thing,
with as talenteda senior class aswehad, is tohave it
end,” saidCrimsonheadcoachJamieClark,who in
just twoseasonsatHarvardhas a26-10-1 (10-3-1 Ivy
League) record. “Onlyone teamendsuphappy…but it
doesn’t take away fromour team.Weaccomplisheda
tonandhada season tobeproudof.These five guys
hadcareers they’ll rememberwell.”

AthleticsOn the Job (and Off )

Eachmorning, Kris Locke rides the Red Line
to her job at Harvard. But it’s her own job to
make sure that thousands of otherHarvard
employees are riding the T, too.

Locke ismanager of the CommuterChoice
Program, a part of Transportation Services
andUniversity Operations Services (UOS)
that offers faculty and staff discounted
MBTA passes, carpooling options, andmuch
more. That automatic update at the end of
themonth on your CharlieCard? Locke
makes it happen.

“Ourmost popular program is the dis-
counted-pass program,” she said of the 50
percent reduction offered to employees. “But
a lot fewer people know about the carpool-
ing.”

Who knew that going to work could be so
transforming? Discounted campus parking
spots are issued forHarvard carpoolers. Love
may be on the horizon, too. Locke said that
two people who began carpooling as
strangers wound up gettingmarried. Aren’t
sure how to find a carpool to join? Call
617.384.RIDE.

Locke began her career at Radcliffe in 1996.
She left for the Provost’s office, then the
BRIDGE program, before settling at Com-
muterChoice two years ago. OnMonday
mornings, she attends new-hire orientations
— “I give ’emmy spiel,” she said— informing
employees about preferred parking for low-
emission vehicles, $25 Zipcarmemberships
forHarvard affiliates, or GoLoco, a service
that quickly arranges ride opportunities,
such as lunch trips to Target.

At the end of October, Locke organized a
campuswideWalk toWorkDay. “We had
about 110 people participate,” she said,
adding that she has bigger plans for the fu-
ture.

She hopes to implement hour-long campus
tours for new hires, and others whowant to
join, to provide a physical orientation to the
campus. “Even people who have been here
awhile tell me, ‘I’d love to knowwhat’s in that
building.’ And along the way show employees
such places as the Queen’s Head Pub. Show
them the real campus.”

Locke recently partneredwithWalkBoston
to design amap that encourages foot travel

while highlighting the assortedHarvardmu-
seums, art spaces, and theaters along the way.
The result is an eye-catching pamphlet —
available atmany of the CommuterChoice
kiosks around campus— that touts the
health benefits of walking while enticing par-
ticipants to familiarize themselves with un-
familiar places.

Locke alsomonitors biking on campus.When
she first joined CommuterChoice, she saw
lots of bike racks, but notmuch organization.
“Theywere filled with abandoned bicycles,”
she said of the racks, noting that in her first
year alone they tagged and removed 75 to 100
bikes, mostly left behind by students who
graduated andmoved fromCambridge.

The bikes were put in storage for 30 days, in
case anyone claimed them, and then donated
to Quad Bikes, a nonprofit bicycle shop for
theHarvard community, for refurbishing and
resale. Locke encourages bicycling to and
from campus, but underscores the impor-
tance of registering with the University Po-
lice Department. “We’ve found ‘lost’ bikes in
two feet of snow,” she said.

Participation in a Greater Boston bike-share
initiative is something Locke has on her
agenda.

Off campus, Locke watches a lot of basketball
— her husband is a college basketball coach
inWaltham.Her commuting habits have
even rubbed off a bit on her husband, who
travels by car. “At the end of the day, he’ll call
me and ask to pickme up fromwork,” she
said, “and I know it’s just so we can ride in the
HOV [high-occupancy vehicle] lane.”

Coming and going at Harvard
Thewomanwhoworks to keepHarvard’s commuters
out of traffic jams and in the green zone.

By Sarah Sweeney | Harvard Staff Writer

Crimson stopped
by Maryland, 2-0
Sweet 16 turns sour for No. 10
Harvardmen’s soccer team.

By Gervis A. Menzies Jr. | Harvard Staff Writer

Locke, seen here by the Harvard Square T station,
is a transportation maven, overseeing the diverse
ways in which the Harvard community commutes.
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DEC. 3
Social Science Dean’s Conversation:
“Changing Education at Harvard.”
Tsai Auditorium, CGIS South Bldg,
lower level, 1730 Cambridge St., 4:15
p.m. It has been said that Harvard stu-
dents are so talented they would learn
even if locked in a closet for four
years. How can we improve on such
self-instruction? In this Dean’s Conver-
sation, “Changing Education at Har-
vard: What Twenty Years of Research
Tells Us about Effective Teaching and
Advising,” Stephen Kosslyn, dean of
social science, will moderate a discus-
sion between Richard Light, Gale Pro-
fessor of Education, and Eric Mazur,
Balkanski Professor of Physics, about
their separate approaches to studying
how to maximize learning and engage-
ment in undergraduates. Free and
open to the public. Q&A to follow.
isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?key-
word=socialsciencedivision.

DEC. 4 AND 5
Ivy Dance Exchange in Concert.
Harvard Dance Center, 60 Garden St.,

7 p.m. Students from the Harvard
Dance Program (OfA), Brown Univer-
sity’s Department of Theatre Arts and
Performance Studies, and Yale Uni-
versity’s Theater Studies Department
unite for a collaborative performance
featuring works by acclaimed choreog-
raphers Twyla Tharp, Yvonne Rainer,
Robert Battle, Trey McIntyre, and
Lacina Coulibaly, as well as original
student choreography.Tickets are $12
general admission; $8 students and
senior citizens. dance@fas.harvard.
edu, ofa.fas.harvard.edu/cal/de-
tails.php?ID=40613.

DEC. 10
38th Annual Dunster House
Messiah Sing.
Dunster House Dining Hall, 8 p.m.
The Messiah Sing brings together stu-
dent soloists, the Mozart Society Or-
chestra, and a chorus of audience
members for a performance of most
of Part 1 of Handel's “Messiah.”Free
and open to the public. dunster.har-
vard.edu.

DEC. 11
John Keats and Fanny Brawne.
Keats Room, Houghton Library, 2
p.m. In the autumn of 1818, the poet
John Keats met a young woman
named Fanny Brawne. Despite obsta-
cles — both financial and tubercular
— Keats and Brawne fell in love.
Their relationship inspired some of
Keats’ best-known works, along with
some of his most poignant
and beautiful let-
ters. A new
exhibition at
the Houghton
Library explores
their relation-
ship and its
legacy, and in-
cludes a selection
of Keats’ letters to
Brawne, a lock of
Brawne’s hair, Oscar
Wilde’s response to
the 1885 auction of
Keats’ love letters, and
more. Free. Available
only during Houghton Li-

brary’s weekly public tour, Fridays at
2 p.m. 617.495.2449, hcl.harvard.
edu/info/exhibitions/#keats.

DEC. 13 AND 14
The 100th Annual Christmas
Carol Services.
The Memorial Church, 5 p.m. on Sun-
day, 8 p.m. on Monday. Seasonal
music performed by the Harvard Uni-
versity Choir. Members of the Harvard
community are invited to attend the
service Sunday, while the general
public is encouraged to attend Mon-
day’s. Doors open one hour before
service. Admission is free; an of-
fering of charity is collected.

DEC. 15
2009 H1N1 Influenza Virus: Evi-
dence for Enhanced Pathogene-
sis and Replication.
Room 1302, Building I, Har-
vard School of Public

Health, 9:30 a.m. Kevin S.
Harrod, director, Infectious Diseases
Program, Lovelace Respiratory Re-
search Institute.
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The deadline for Calendar submissions is Wednes-
day by 5 p.m., unless otherwise noted. Calendar
events are listed in full online. All events should be
submitted via the online form at news.harvard.edu/
gazette/calendar-submission. E-mail calendar@
harvard.edu with questions.

december/january
See complete Calendar online�news.
harvard.edu/gazette/section/calendar

Calendar HIGHLIGHTS FOR DECEMBER 2009

THROUGH JAN. 3 �
Best of Both Worlds.
American Repertory Theater, Loeb
Stage, 64 Brattle St., 7:30 p.m. Bursting
with the sounds of R&B and gospel,
“Best of Both Worlds” is a soulful re-en-
visioning of “The Winter’s Tale,” Shake-
speare’s timeless story of heartbreak
and redemption. Clap your hands, jump
out of your seat, and feel the power of
love with this holiday treat for all ages.
Tickets are $25-75; student rush $20.
617.547.8300, www.amrep.org.

� DEC. 3-5
103rd Annual Second Year Show.
Roxbury Community College, 1234
Columbus Ave., 8-10 p.m. Presented by
Harvard Medical School and Harvard
School of Dental Medicine. Tickets are
$15 general; $10 students. www.sec-
ondyearshow.com.

Jeannette Bayardelle in center (photo by T. Charles Erickson)



HARVARD gazette
Holyoke Center 1060
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The oldest rivalry in college football
dates to 1875, when Harvard and Yale
played a bruising game that resembled
rugby more than modern football. Back
then, fans journeyed by train, horse-
back, and foot from around New Eng-
land to view the rough-and-tumble
spectacle. Old sepia photographs show
Harvard Stadium filled to overflowing,
with now-unlikely scores of 0-0.

The 1968 game may have been the
most memorable of 126 contests. That

was when Harvard scored 16 points in
the final 42 seconds to tie, generating
the famous headline, “Harvard beats
Yale, 29-29.” In this year’s game, held
at the Yale Bowl, Harvard again rallied
late, this time to win. Still, scores
aside, this is more than a football
game. At stake are bragging rights for
graduates and students who compete
with glee clubs, marching bands, and
tailgate spreads, ribbing their rivals to
gain the upper hand, keeping their jocu-
lar rivalry vibrant.

Photos and text by Jon Chase | Harvard Staff Photographer

Harvard Rituals: The Game

Online� View photo gallery: news.harvard.edu/gazette/?p=31614
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