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�SECOND-HALF DELUGE LIFTS CRIMSON
Harvard football gets by Yale, 28-21,
with three unanswered touchdowns. A
photo gallery and video capture the
day, the traditions.
�http://hvd.gs/66917

Photos: (clockwise from top) by Jon Chase, (right and bottom) by Rose Lincoln, (center) by Kris Snibbe | Harvard Staff Photographers

�NEW FACILITIES FOR WYSS INSTITUTE
Harvard’s Wyss Institute for Biologi-
cally Inspired Engineering officially
opens new, expansive facilities in
Boston and Cambridge to host its
fast-growing enterprise.
�http://hvd.gs/67607

�ATTENTION!
War is an unpredictable, nonlin-
ear interplay of policy and strat-
egy, Adm. Mike Mullen said in
a Harvard talk, and “sense and
adjust” is the way to proceed.
�http://hvd.gs/66760

�PROTECTING JUSTICE
Chief Justice Margaret Marshall of the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court warned of troubled courts and
politicized judiciaries while delivering
the Paul Tillich Lecture at the Memo-
rial Church at Harvard.
�http://hvd.gs/66585

PARTIAL REVERSAL OF AGING ACHIEVED IN MICE
Harvard scientists at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
say they have for the first time partially reversed
age-related degeneration in mice, resulting in new
growth of the brain and testes, improved fertility,
and the return of a lost cognitive function.
�http://hvd.gs/67329



ICE SHEET IN PERIL?
Gravity’s surprisingly positive effects
when the Earth’s ice sheets melt can
help to stabilize those, such as one in
West Antarctica, that are below sea
level. Page 4

LIFE SUPPORT FOR MEDICAL FACULTY
Shore Fellowships provide important
breathing room for junior researchers
pressed by the demands of work and
home life. Page 5

FEELING THE PINCH
Harvard Law School’s Noah Feldman
tells the gripping story of FDR’s most
prominent — and turbulent —
Supreme Court justices in
“Scorpions: The Battles and Triumphs
of FDR’s Great Supreme Court
Justices.” Page 6

HARVARD BOUND
Torture, health care, and a return to
the Yalta Conference compose this
politically charged round of faculty
publications. Page 6

FACULTY PROFILE/MARK RICHARD
Professor Mark Richard explores the
philosophy of language — and loves a
good live music show. Page 7

ITALY AND AFRICA, ENTWINED
Students in Giuliana Minghelli’s new
course on cultural migrations between
the two places get an up-close view of
the colonial era. Page 8

ECHOES OF TIANANMEN SQUARE
In her freshman seminar, lecturer
Rowena He sheds light on the Chi-
nese government’s 1989 crackdown
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KEEPING HIV OUT OF THE CRADLE
A Harvard School of Public Health
AIDS Initiative trial that gave HIV-posi-
tive mothers in Botswana antiretrovi-
ral drugs during the months after birth
showed a dramatic reduction in the
transmission of the virus from moth-
ers to breast-fed babies. Page 10

GENERALLY, A HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
As Harvard’s Gen Ed curriculum ex-
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COVER STORY

Harvard has hundreds of older profes-
sors with the status of emeriti, which
is Latin for “skillful, but honorably re-
tired.” Their intriguing personal and
professional stories in many ways
constitute a living history of 20th cen-
tury America, and of the University.
Above, Daniel Aaron. Page 11
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Scientists have long been concerned that themelt-
ing of themassiveWest Antarctic Ice Sheet could
become a self-reinforcing process, with the released
water raising sea levels, leading tomoremelting,
and so on.

Their concern stems from the fact thatmuch of the
land onwhich the ice rests is actually below sea
level, forming a bowl sealed from the ocean by the
immense weight of the ice above it. Should seawater
infiltrate that bowl, scientists are worried it could
float the ice at its edge, starting a runaway collapse
that could raise the global sea level asmuch as 16
feet.

Now, however, Harvard researchers have a rare bit
of what passes for good news on the global warming
front: If theWest Antarctic ice sheetmelts, it will
have the seemingly contradictory effect of lowering
sea levels nearby, actually stabilizing the sheet.

The key ingredient in this surprising conclusion is
the familiar force of gravity.

We typically think of gravity as a cosmic force, ex-
erted by enormous celestial bodies like the Earth

and the sun that act on other large bodies across
long distances, or on small bodies, like humans.

But physics teaches that a gravitational pull is ex-
erted by every bit ofmatter on every other bit of
matter. Other than the grounding effect of Earth’s
gravity, though, that is negligible formost aspects of
our day-to-day lives. But graduate student Natalya
Gomez and her adviser, Professor of Geophysics
JerryMitrovica, have beenworking hard in recent
years to understand the gravitational effects of the
enormous areas thatmake up the ice sheets.

Gomez’s researchmakes use of the fact that the
sheets are so vast that they are exerting a significant
gravitational pull on the ocean.When the ice sheets
melt, the expected sea level rise from all thatmelt-
water entering the oceans would be counterbal-
anced by the relaxation of the sea level near the ice
sheet due to a decreased pull from the gravity of the
remaining ice.

The effect would be not just noticeable, butmas-
sive. In that earlier work, Gomez showed that if all
of theWest Antarctic sheetmelted, it could actually

lower sea level near the ice by asmuch as 300 feet.

Hermost recent work, conductedwithMitrovica,
Assistant Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences
PeterHuybers, and Professor Peter Clark fromOre-
gon State University, seeks to understand the feed-
back the falling sea levels near the ice sheet would
have on the ice itself. Their conclusion is a hopeful
one: that the dropping sea levels would actually
work as a stabilizing force on the sheet.

Though the research can be explained in the con-
text of theWest Antarctic sheet, the work that
Gomez detailed in aNovember article in the journal
Nature Geoscience provides amore generalmodel
of the interaction between sea level and an ice sheet
sitting on a depressed, bowl-shaped land area.

Themodel,Mitrovica andGomez said, is intention-
ally simplified to highlight the effects of gravity. In
reality, there aremany interacting forces affecting
the sheets’ behavior, including the supporting effect
of nearby floating ice shelves, the girding effect of
mountain ranges and land contours, and even the
nature of the interface between the ice and the
ground itself, smooth or rough.

Mitrovica said the work has already attracted the
attention of several of the world’s top ice-sheet
modelers, whose computer simulations are key
components of findings of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The IPCC’s peri-
odic pronouncements on global warming attract
enormous attention from the public and from gov-
ernments considering actions to counteract climate
change.

Despite the potentiallymassive effect of gravity on
sea levels near the ice sheets, none of the sophisti-
cated computer simulations of ice-sheet behavior
today include gravity as a factor to be considered,
Mitrovica said. That appears likely to change, he
said, as themodelers hustle to link Gomez’s simula-
tions of sea level change to their own behavioral
models.

The gravity-sea level interaction “is not going to
halt the collapse of the ice sheet, but it’s going to
slow the rate of collapse,” Gomez said.

Ice sheet in peril? Nature to the rescue!
Gravity’s surprisingly positive effects when the Earth’s ice sheetsmelt
can help to stabilize those, such as one inWest Antarctica,
that are below sea level. By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

Professor of Geophysics Jerry Mitrovica
(near right) looks at a slide of the West
Antarctic ice sheet with research assistant
Natalya Gomez (far left) and Peter Huy-
bers, assistant professor of earth and
planetary sciences. The gravity-sea level
interaction “is not going to halt the col-
lapse of the ice sheet, but it’s going to
slow the rate of collapse,” Gomez said.
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ForRoyAhn, life is a joy—and sometimes a struggle.

The father of 1-year-oldCharlie is blessedwith a blos-
soming research career at theDivision ofGlobal
Health andHumanRights inMassachusettsGeneral
Hospital’s (MGH)Department of EmergencyMedi-
cine. Somepeoplemight even say that Ahnhas it all.

Ahn’s not complaining, but he’s in the sameboat as
many youngHarvard researchers, handling the du-
ties of a young family even as the pressures to per-
formprofessionally are soaring.

“We’re just constantly juggling our schedule and fi-
nances tomake child care inBostonwork,” Ahn said.
“It’s expensive. And logistically, we each have to do
our part to get him there andpick himup.”

Whenhe’s not shuttlingCharlie to and fromday care
or playing tag-teamparentwith hiswife, Amy, a
Brookline teacher, Ahn isworking on several projects
atMGH, includingwork that seeks to understand
howglobal health activities of nonprofit hospitals fit
into their conception of providing community bene-
fits, something the hospitals are required to do to re-
tain their nonprofit status.

IngridKatz, an instructor inmedicine atHarvard
Medical School (HMS) andHarvard-affiliated
BrighamandWomen’sHospital, feels Ahn’s pain.
Katz is juggling life asmother of 3-year-oldTomás,
alongwith clinical duties, and amultipronged re-
search effort based in SouthAfrica that takes her
away fromhome for severalweeks four times a year.

To the rescue of Ahn andKatz, and to others such as
instructor in pediatrics LyndaVrooman and Instruc-
tor inMedicineBinduChamarthi, comes theEleanor
andMiles Shore 50thAnniversaryFellowship Pro-
gram for Scholars inMedicine. The program is aimed
at junior researchers in the squeeze yearswhen

young families and blossoming research careers both
demand attention. Young physicians and scientists
during these years often have to teach, conduct re-
search, treat patients, publish research articles, write
grant applications, and care for their little children.

The program, established in 1996 to honor the 50th
anniversary of the admission ofwomen toHMS, pro-
vides fellowswith between $25,000 and $50,000 for
one or two years, with the aim that themoney be used
to buy protected time to pursue a key activity,
whether finishing a grant proposal, completing im-
portant research, or concluding amanuscript. The
money can be used, for example, to hire lab help that
a fellowwould otherwise not be able to afford. The
programhas 80 fellows this year.

Katz said that 75 to 80 percent of her research is
based in SouthAfrica, and if it weren’t for her young
family, she’d probably be based there herself. Still,
Katz said that family life is important to her.Her son
was born in 2007 to her andher partner, Alexi, a
physician at theDana-FarberCancer Institute.
Adding to the challenge is the fact that their condo-
miniumburned down two years ago duringThanks-
givingweek. They lost everything.

“Wewere learning to rebuild our liveswhile [com-
pleting our] training and becoming young parents,”
saidKatz, who also sees patients at theBrigham. “It
taught us a great deal about howgreat and kind peo-
ple are, andwhat to be grateful for.”

Katz’s research includes several projects being con-
ducted in collaborationwith thePerinatalHIVRe-
searchUnit at ChrisHani BaragwanathHospital in
Soweto, SouthAfrica. The ShoreFellowship is aimed
at boosting herwork onhumanpapillomavirus
(HPV) vaccine research.Katz is studying uptake and
adherence to themultistep process of administering
the vaccine.HPV is a common sexually transmitted

virus that is amajor cause of cervical cancer.

“Few fellowships out there recognize the importance
of this time in our careers,”Katz said. “It is a tremen-
dous gift.”

ForChamarthi, the ShoreFellowship comes at a cru-
cial point as she builds a research career after six
years in practice. Chamarthi, an endocrinologist at
BrighamandWomen’s aswell as anHMS instructor
inmedicine, worked as a primary care physician at
HarvardVanguard. She resumedher research career
with a fellowship in endocrinology, completed last
year, and is nowan associate physician in theDivi-
sion of Endocrinology, Diabetes, andHypertension
at BrighamandWomen’sHospital.

Her research and clinical interest is in cardiovascular
endocrinology, and she isworking on research proj-
ects focusing on the hormonal and geneticmecha-
nisms that increase the risk of high blood pressure
and cardiovascular disease. Chamarthi said the Shore
Fellowship is providing critical support for her at a
timewhen she’s still establishing herself as a re-
searcher.

“It helps during the transition periodwhenwe’re try-
ing to get our own funding,” Chamarthi said.

ForVrooman, an instructor in pediatrics at theDana-
FarberCancer Institute andChildren’sHospital
Boston, the fellowship is helping her to track the last-
ing and sometimes severe effects of cancer treatment
in children. In addition to her clinicalwork,
Vrooman,who serves as the associatemedical direc-
tor of the Perini Clinic forChildhoodCancer Sur-
vivors, is conducting research into the effects on a
child’s bones of the treatment for themost common
type of childhood leukemia, acute lymphoblastic
leukemia. In some cases, Vrooman said, children can
develop breaks in the bone or serious joint issues
during or soon after treatment ends.

Researchers suspect that the bone problems stem
from steroids used in treatment, aswell as other fac-
tors. She is looking at past cases of patientswhode-
veloped a serious bone complication, known as
osteonecrosis, in order to better understand the
long-termconsequences of this condition. She is also
developing a study of current and future patients to
monitor their body’s vitaminD levels. VitaminD is a
known factor in bone health.

Vrooman is themother of a young child, 2-year-old
Lillian, who required intensive parental attention
early in life because shewas born prematurely,
weighing just a pound and a half.

“She’s done verywell. It was a very intense experi-
ence as a newparent,” Vrooman said. “She’s almost 3
now, running andwalking and talking. She’s on the
small side, but she doesn’t know it.”

Life support for medical faculty
Shore Fellowships provide important breathing room for junior researchers
pressed by the demands of work and home life.

By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

Online� To learn more and for a list of fellow-
ship recipients: http://bit.ly/gNhtPe

Ingrid Katz (far left), an instructor in medicine at Harvard
Medical School (HMS) and Harvard-affiliated Brigham and
Women’s Hospital, and Roy Ahn, an instructor in surgery
at HMS and Massachusetts General Hospital, are among
the 80 recipients of this year's Shore Fellowships.
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BECAUSE IT IS WRONG: TORTURE,
PRIVACY AND PRESIDENTIAL POWER
IN THE AGE OF TERROR
(W.W. Norton, September 2010)
By Gregory Fried and Charles Fried

Beneficial Professor of Law Charles
Fried and his son, Gregory, chair of
Suffolk University’s Philosophy De-
partment, co-author this critique of
government-sanctioned torture and
surveillance.

HEALTH CARE REFORM AND AMERICAN
POLITICS: WHAT EVERYONE NEEDS
TO KNOW
(Oxford University Press, October 2010)
By Lawrence R. Jacobs and Theda Skocpol

Theda Skocpol, the Victor S. Thomas
Professor of Government and Sociol-
ogy, and Lawrence R. Jacobs parse
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act signed by President Obama,
and explain what comes next for this
landmark legislation.

YALTA: THE PRICE OF PEACE
(Viking, February 2010)
By S.M. Plokhy

Mykhailo S. Hrushevs'kyi Professor of
Ukrainian History S.M. Plokhy uncov-
ers the daily dynamics of the 1945
Yalta Conference and embroiders
them with items behind subsequent
recrimination about the conference re-
sults, such as FDR’s ill health and the
presence of probable Soviet spy Alger
Hiss.

Harvard Bound

Inspired by fellowHarvard professor and au-
thor LouisMenand, Bemis Professor of Inter-
national LawNoah Feldman penned a gripping
history of four of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s most prominent, and turbulent,
SupremeCourt justices.

“I wanted to trymy hand at writing an intellec-
tual history of the Constitution through the
stories of the people who shaped it in themid-
dle of the 20th century,” said Feldman, who fo-
cused on justices Felix Frankfurter, Hugo
Black, Robert Jackson, andWilliamO. Douglas.

Their story, depicted in Feldman’s “Scorpions:
The Battles and Triumphs of FDR’s Great
SupremeCourt Justices,” plays out like a polit-
ical soap opera.

“Chosen by FDR as liberals who had attacked
Wall Street and supported theNewDeal, these
justices all believed Congress should be al-
lowed to pass reform legislationwithout inter-
ference from the SupremeCourt — the big
constitutional question of the 1930s,” ex-
plained Feldman. “But as they confronted civil
liberties and civil rights during and after the
war, they splintered: Frankfurter and Jackson
favored restraint, while Black andDouglas em-
braced activism. At the same time, their per-
sonal relationships fell apart, and they began to
hate each other.”

Although the “scorpions” (dubbed so after
“nine scorpions in a bottle,” OliverWendell
Holmes Jr.’s reputed quote about the Supreme
Court) splintered ideologically, and disagreed
on how the Constitution should be interpreted,
they came together to end the internment of
Japanese-Americans duringWorldWar II, to
revoke President Truman’s nationalization of

American steelmills, and to end school segre-
gationwith their pivotal ruling in Brown v.
Board of Education.

“I was amazed by the personal intensity with
which the justices pursued their beliefs and
views,” said Feldman. “They really believed
that the future of the republic was at stake.
This is reflected not only in the intensity of
their judicial rhetoric —much harsher than
today— but also in the way they continued to
participate in the affairs of the executive
branch and the greater world. Robert Jackson
even took a leave of absence from the courts to
become chief prosecutor at Nuremberg— al-
most unimaginable today.”

Nevertheless, today’s court faces some similar
challenges, noted Feldman. “These justices
came on the bench at a timewhen the Supreme
Court was inventing new constitutional rights
to protect corporations. There is a recurrence
of this tendency today, as in the Citizens
United decision, which extended to for-profit
corporations the same free-speech rights as
those accorded private individuals in the elec-
tion context. So there is a parallel there.”

But, Feldman discerns, personality-wise, that
these justices were radically unlike today’s
crop.

“Theywere self-made, ambitious, political, and
intellectually bold. They hadmademistakes
before going on the bench; none could have
been confirmed under today’s standards. Yet
they achieved constitutional greatness as a re-
sult of these qualities that today would be dis-
qualifying.”

Photo by Jon Chase | Harvard Staff Photographer

Feeling the pinch
Harvard Law School’s Noah Feldman tells

the gripping story of FDR’smost prominent
— and turbulent— SupremeCourt justices
in “Scorpions: The Battles and Triumphs of

FDR’s Great SupremeCourt Justices.”

By Sarah Sweeney | Harvard Staff Writer
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Faculty Profile

Making sense of the truth
ProfessorMark Richard explores the philosophy of language
— and loves a good livemusic show.

By Colleen Walsh | Harvard Staff Writer

MarkRichard has the look of a distinguishedhipster,
with spiky salt-and-pepper hair, edgy, green-framed
spectacles, and an earring. Peeking over the top of his
black leather boots are socks coveredwith little
whitemartini glasses.

On a bookcase in his office, nestled betweenportraits
of renowned logicians andphilosophersGottlob
Frege andKurtGödel, is a handwritten set list from
theAmerican post-punk bandMission of Burma.

Aside frombeing a scholar on the philosophy of lan-
guage, theNewYorknative andHarvard professor of
philosophy is an avidmusic fan. “I care a lot about
music,” saidRichard, fresh off a trip to see amovie
about the bandMagnetic Fieldswith his teenage
daughter the previous evening.

Fittingly, one of Richard’s favorite songs by the indie
pop group captures his take on the complexity of his
work.

With a brooding voice, the band’s lead vocalist tells of
a short-term relationship in the tune “PapaWasA
Rodeo,” later revealing that the encounter evolved
into a 55-year-long “romance of the century.” “As the
song goes along you get thiswelling of emotion,” said
Richard, “and then in the end it shifts perspective. …
Brilliant.”

According toRichard, offering people a different
point of view is the fundamentalmessage of philoso-
phy.

After a flirtationwith physics atHamiltonCollege in
NewYork, he switched to philosophy andwent on to
pursue amaster’s andPh.D. in the topic at theUni-
versity ofMassachusetts, Amherst. There, he real-
ized theworldwas beginning to “digest” the research
that had been done by a certainAmerican linguist 20
years earlier.

“That’swhere all the actionwas,” he said, of the
nexus of noted linguistNoamChomsky’swork on
syntax that others later had extended to the question
of semantics, the scholar SaulKripke’swork on the
philosophy of language andmetaphysics, and the
university’s “exciting” linguistics department.

“Through dumb luck, Iwas at a good place intellectu-
ally at a great time.”

Richard joinedTuftsUniversity as an assistant pro-

fessor of philosophy in 1984, becoming associate pro-
fessor in 1990, and professor in 1999.Hewas named
theLenore SternProfessor in theHumanities and
Social Sciences at Tufts in 2007.He joinedHarvard
this fall.

Hismore recentwork explores differentmodels of
meaning.

“Meaning iswhatweuse to represent theworld to
ourselves, howwe are looking out on theworld. But
it’s alsowhat connects you to theworld, so nowwhen
you think aboutmeaning, you are thinking about is-
sues like truth represented in terms ofwhatmakes
sentences accurate or inaccurate, true or false.”

Assessing every sentencewith a true or false determi-
nationmaynot be the right approach, he argued in
his 2008 book “WhenTruthGivesOut.”

In it, Richard offers examples of speech like racial
slurs and epithets, vague language, and “caseswhere
paradox looms,” and argues that such instances aren't

to be thought of in terms of truth and falsity. “If you
think about these kinds of cases, it’s not clear that
truth can play the central role that people think it’s
required to play in explainingwhatmeaning is.”

Hiswork on truth andmeaning underlies his
thoughts on the broader discipline. Philosophy is
vital not because it offers solutions, Richard con-
tends, but because it offers alternateways of looking
at someof theworld’smost pressing questions.

“To do philosophy is to appreciate that sometimes
youhave to step back and think about things in a dif-
ferentway.”

Whennot atHarvard, Richard spends timewith his
wife, NancyBauer, a professor of philosophy at Tufts,
and their four children—his two teenagers, andhers,
frompriormarriages.He likes to cook andhikewhen
he can, andhe checks out the localmusic scene every
chance he gets.

Philosophy is vital not because
it offers solutions, but because
it offers alternate ways of look-
ing at some of the world’s
most pressing questions, con-
tends Mark Richard.
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�
Farrelly hilarious: Film-
making brothers explain
their comedic craft.
http://hvd.gs/67222

Two young scholars produce
a new anthology of rap lyrics.
http://hvd.gs/67165

More Arts & Culture Online
news.harvard.edu/gazette/

section/arts-n-culture/
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Italy and Africa, entwined
Students in GiulianaMinghelli’s new course on culturalmigrations
between the two places get an up-close view of the colonial era.

By Alexandra Perloff-Giles ’11 | Harvard Correspondent

Students of literature often construct their under-
standing of a topic primarily frombooks and read-
ings. But that’s not the case for students inGiuliana
Minghelli’s new course on culturalmigrations be-
tweenAfrica and Italy, where they havewitnessed a
performance by one of the assigned authors and have
the opportunity to develop their own creative re-
sponses.

Minghelli, associate professor of Romance languages
and literatures, found her interest in the subject
piqued by her study of Italy’s early 20th century
modernist writers.Many of them, she discovered,
were either born in or had lived in Africa.

“People like Futurism founder Filippo Tommaso
Marinetti chose Africa as the stage onwhich to per-
form the speed,modernity, action, and violence of
his Futurist poetics,”Minghelli noted. “That is quite
intriguing.WhyAfrica?”

On the one hand, she said, Africa represented a blank
canvas ontowhich Italianwriters could project their
wildest fantasies. At the same time, the continent
functioned as a land of exile and escape, initially
from the fascist regime that controlled Italy in the
decades leading up toWorldWar II.

Later, in the 1960s, writers fled from the homoge-
nization of capitalist consumer culture. For instance,
author and film director Pier Paolo Pasolini traveled
to Africa in search of an alternative, uncontaminated
world.

Indeed, despite a desire on the part ofmany Italian
authors to paint Africa as a primitive and exotic

world, the continent is very close to Italy, perhaps
uncomfortably so formany at the time. After the uni-
fication of Italy in 1861, Italians strove to present
themselves as a thoroughly European culture, re-
pressingwhatMinghelli calls “the Africawithin
Italy.”

Yet Italy also neededAfrica, for economic reasons
and because it was felt practicing colonialismwould
establish a stronger sense of national identity. The
Italianswere late to the “scramble for Africa,” wait-
ing until 1936— after the conquest of Eritrea, Soma-
lia, andEthiopia— to proclaim an official Italian
Empire. The desire for conquest was buoyed by ar-
chaeological excavations in Africa that unearthed
Roman ruins, which Italians used to link their colo-
nizing activities to the glory of the RomanEmpire.

“If you’re interested in the question of Italian nation-
building and identity formation, Africa is really cen-

tral,”Minghelli said.

She sees her new course, Italian 136: “CulturalMi-
grations BetweenAfrica and Italy,” as an attempt to
reconstruct a history that Italy itself has largely ig-
nored. Despite the violence of the Italian interven-
tion led byMussolini— the 1935-36war in Ethiopia
was one of the bloodiest colonial wars ever— the
Italians perpetuated an image of “Italiani brava
gente” (“Italians are nice people”) that continues
today.

According to thismythical historical narrative, the
Italiansweremotivated not by dreams ofmilitary
takeover but by an innocent, even laudable desire to

build roads, hospitals, and schools in Africa. For
years, the experience of colonialismwas excluded
from academic discourse. Perhaps for that reason,
Minghelli says, some Italians still look back on the
periodwith nostalgia, seeing it as “a beautiful adven-
ture.”

“The real story of Italian colonialism is not a story
that is being told in Italy,”Minghelli says. “It is a
missed debate.”

Starting in the 1990s, however, Africans from colo-
nized territories beganwriting about their experi-
ence immigrating to Italy, and Italian intellectuals
such asGiorgio Agamben andRoberto Esposito
began theorizing about the colonial subject.

One authorwho addresses the legacy of colonialism
and the experience of immigration is Gabriella Gher-
mandi, who visitedHarvard to perform and lend a
personal dimension to the issues discussed in
Minghelli’s course. Ghermandi, born in Ethiopia to
an Italian father and anEthiopianmother, wrote her
debut novel, titled “Regina di fiori e di perle”
(“Queen of Flowers and Pearls”), in 2007.

“I didn’t wantmy first novel to be autobiographical,”
Ghermandi said. “Even if I hadwanted to, it would
have been impossible becausewhat happened in
those years is still a bleedingwound.”

Her performance, however, told the story of her own
family, drawing on the African tradition of oral story-
telling andweaving in Ethiopian songs in an attempt
to untie “the knot ofmemory” and to recuperate and
celebrate the past.

Born 25 years after the end of Italian colonialism,
Ghermandi still confronted terrible racism growing
up in Ethiopia, leading hermother to try tomake her
“morewhite.”When she arrived in Italy at age 14,
however, she felt lost and out of place. It was only
when she accepted that shewas not Italian that she
felt free to take pride in her Ethiopian heritage.

Meanwhile, the Italian language, which she calls her
“father tongue,” became a “spatial home” for Gher-
mandi, inwhich shewas able to come to termswith
her physical and emotional journey.

At the end of her performance, Ghermandi encour-
aged audiencemembers to share their own stories,
which studentswill do via a creative project based on
the stories they read. “CulturalMigrations Between
Africa and Italy”will endwith their staging a theatri-
cal performance.

“This is no academic exercise,”Minghelli said, of
coming to termswith the realities of Italian colonial-
ism. “It’s something that needs to be done, and by
doing this wewill be able to recognize and traverse
our post-colonial present.”

Giuliana Minghelli, associate professor of
Romance languages and literatures, has
author Gabriella Ghermandi (above) lend
a personal dimension to a class discus-
sion through a performance.
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InChina, discussing theTiananmenSquare
protests of 1989 remains apolitical taboo.

ButRowenaHe, a lecturer in theDepartment of
EastAsianLanguages andCivilizations, is deter-
mined to shed light on the controversial issue. In
the freshman seminar that she is teaching this se-
mester, “RebelsWith aCause: Tiananmen inHis-
tory andMemory,”Hemelds thepersonalwith the
intellectual by bringing in guest speakers and shar-
ingher ownexperiences.

In the spring of 1989,millions ofChinese students,
intellectuals, andordinary citizens demon-strated
throughout the country in an effort to bring about
political reform. “Students took to the streets out
of hope and trust in the government that itwould
improve,”He said, explaining that her generation,
instilledwith values of sacrificing for thenation
and thepeople,was very idealistic.

Theprotests ended, however,when thePeople’s
LiberationArmy firedonunarmed citizens and
carried outwidespread arrests, imprisoning or ex-
iling protest leaders andmany supporters. There-
after, anymentionof the clash,whichhas come to
beknown inChinese as the “June4th Incident,”
was silenced in thepress andbanned from the
classroom. Since then, the governmenthas
worked to create anofficial versionof the event,
placing theblameon the students. But human
rights groups, the families of victims, andmost
participants strongly disagreewith the official
story.

“The struggle is ongoing,”He said. “It’s still a polit-
ical taboo. Wekeephearing stories of exiles being

turnedbackwhen they try to returnhome to at-
tend aparent’s funeral, of scholarsworking on the
topic beingdenied visas toChina, andof families
of the victimsbeingprohibited fromopenly
mourning their familymembers.”

Twenty-one years ago,whenHewore ablack arm-
bandas a gesture ofmourning on theday after the
violence, she recalls being told, “If youdon’t take
that off, no onewill protect you.”

“We learned to lie to survive,” saidHe,whoeven-
tually eventually left her homeland and received a
Ph.D. in education from theUniversity ofToronto.

ForGorickNg, a freshman in the seminar,He’s
personal connection to thematerialmakes the
class unique.

“She’s not just teaching the class, she’s really shar-
ing apart of herself,” he said.

Likemanyof the exiles she studies,He separates
herChinese identity from the currentCommunist
rule.

China “ismyhome,my family,mypast,” she said,
“but I can’t identifywith a regime that opened fire
onmypeers in 1989.”

Today, she speaks passionately about the impor-
tance of keeping thememoryof 1989 alive.

“I never imagined that oneday Iwouldhave the
opportunity to teach studentswhoarenowabout
the sameage Iwas at that time about that part of
history,”He said. “It is like a dreamcome true. I
treasure everyminute of teaching the course.”

TheTiananmenviolencehas gained increased at-

tention recentlywith the awarding of the 2010
Nobel PeacePrize toLiuXiaobo,whowas impris-
oned after themilitary crackdown forhis role in
trying to bring about anonviolent, peaceful solu-
tion to the crisis. But scholars insideChina are still
banned fromstudying or even speaking about the
topic. Formanyyears,He tried to remainquiet
about her researchout of fear.

When she spoke to apublisher recently, shewas
told that he couldhelpher print herwork in
China, “as long as youdon’t talk about June4th,
andyoudon’t talk aboutTibet.” She knewright
away that her researchwasunpublishable.

He’s class is the first freshman seminar on the
Tiananmenprotests offered atHarvard. Itwas
originally intended as a graduate seminar, but
when theFreshmanSeminarProgramapproved
the course, she jumpedat the opportunity to pres-
ent it.

“Freshmenare curious and full of energy,”He said,
noting that they’re also less likely tohavepre-con-
ceived ideas about the topic andmight be freer to
form their ownopinions about the event. “I think
they are really smart youngpeople, and they
haven’t beenpolluted. Theyhave the intuition and
commonsense to know that killing isn’t right.”

In the classroom,Heencourages debate, urging
her students to try to enter theminds ofChina’s
Communist officials aswell as of student leaders
andordinary citizens.

“We listenwith thepossibility of being changed,
andwe speakwith thepossibility of beingheard,”
she said. “I amgoing on this journeywith them
like an accompanying traveler.”

Twoguest speakers—onewhowas then a college
freshmanandaneyewitness to themilitary crack-
downandone a sophomorewhowas imprisoned
for his activities—came to the class to pro-vide
students their first-person accounts.One joined
the students for dinner inAnnenbergHall af-ter
the seminar session.

“It’s really exciting tohear frompeoplewhoactu-
ally started themovement,”Ng said. “It’s some-
thing thatwe couldnot have gotten fromreading a
bookorwatching a video. It reallymakeshistory
comealive.”

The class alsohad the opportunity to explore the
Tiananmenarchives at theHarvard-YenchingLi-
brary,which includephotographs, signsheld by
protesters, and clothes stainedwithblood. In
class, the students have role-played as the “Tank
Man”who faceddownarmored vehicles, as
Tiananmenmothers, student demonstrators, ordi-
nary citizens, and themilitary. At the endof the
semester, the classwill host a half-day conference
to sharewhat students have learnedwith theHar-
vard community.

Hehopes that the course and the conferencewill
contribute towardpreserving thehistorical truth,
especially among the younger generation.

“It is not possible to understand today’sChina
without understanding the spring of 1989,” she
said.

Echoes of Tiananmen Square
In her freshman seminar, lecturer RowenaHe sheds light on the
Chinese government’s 1989 crackdown on dissent bymelding the
personal with the academic.

By Alexandra Perloff-Giles ’11 | Harvard Correspondent

China “is my home, my fam-
ily, my past, but I can’t iden-
tify with a regime that
opened fire on my peers in
1989,” said Rowena He, a
lecturer in the Department
of East Asian Languages
and Civilizations.

Photo by Kris Snibbe | Harvard Staff Photographer



HARVARD UNIVERSITY gazette | 02-15 DECEMBER 2010NATIONAL & WORLD AFFAIRS10

AHarvard School of Public Health AIDS Initiative trial that gaveHIV-positivemothers
in Botswana antiretroviral drugs during themonths after birth showed a dramatic
reduction in the transmission of the virus frommothers to breast-fed babies.

For decades, HIV has stalked not just sexually active
adults around the world, but also babies living in the
world’s poorest countries, hanging a virtual death
sentence over nearly half of those born toHIV-posi-
tivemothers.

That fact has been slowly changing, as scientists en-
gaged in the struggle against HIV and AIDS better
understand the routes throughwhich the virus
crosses frommother to baby. Scientists have shown
that giving themother antiretroviral drugs will re-
duce a baby’s chances of contractingHIV during the
longmonths of gestation and the brief trauma of
birth.

TheHarvard School of Public Health AIDS Initia-
tive (HAI) recently gave health workers amajor tool
to keepHIV from theworld’smost vulnerable, with
a study that shows thatmultidrug therapy nearly
eliminatesmother-to-child transmission during
breast-feeding.

The study, published in TheNewEngland Journal of
Medicine in June, was conducted between 2006 and
2008 among 730HIV-infectedmothers in the
African nation of Botswana, whereHAI has a long-
term partnership with theMinistry of Health. The
study compared three drug combinations in an ef-
fort to understandwhichwould best suppress the
virus and its transmission during breast-feeding.
The results showed that each of the treatments was
effective and cutHIV transmission to less than 1
percent.

Multidrug therapy has revolutionized AIDS treat-
ment since its advent in themid-1990s. It dramati-
cally reduced AIDS death rates across the
industrializedworld, transforming the disease in

those countries from a death sentence to a severe
butmanageable ailment.

But in poorer countries, the AIDS epidemic still
rages. In 2008 alone, 2million people died of AIDS
and 2.7millionwere newly infected. Thoughmajor
efforts to improve access to antiretroviral drugs
have had some success in recent years, the drugs are
reaching just over a third of those who need them in
low- andmiddle-income countries. Themedicine
gets to even fewer children, just 28 percent, accord-
ing to theWorldHealth Organization (WHO).

Without intervention, a breast-feeding infant with
anHIV-infectedmother has up to a 40 percent
chance of contracting the virus, according to one au-
thor of the study. About 400,000 infants are infected
annually, according toWHO statistics. The virus en-
ters a baby through threemajor avenues: gestation,
birth, and breast-feeding.Many babies infectedwith
HIV die within a few years, and those who don’t face
a lifetime of taking drugs to control the disease.

Although research has shown thatmultidrug ther-
apy can be effective in preventing transmission in
both gestation and during birth, how to best safe-
guard the baby after birth has been controversial.

Public health workers in developing countries have
long felt that, absentHIV, breast-feeding was far
preferable to bottle feeding because of the risk of
disease associatedwith unsanitary conditions and
dirty water used inmaking baby formula. In addi-
tion, breastmilk bolsters a baby’s immune system
during the firstmonths of life.

Early studies, however, showed that bottle feeding
was the safest way to keep babies of HIV-positive
mothers virus-free, so when the issue was first ad-

dressed in developing countries, early guidelines
recommended using bottles. The problemwas that
those studies were conducted in industrialized na-
tions and didn’t take into account poor sanitation
and the high disease burden commonly found in
less-developed countries. The result was that bottle-
fed babies in poor countries had about the same risk
of dying of a diarrheal or respiratory disease as of
contractingHIV through breast-feeding, according
to the study’s lead author, Roger Shapiro, an associ-
ate professor at theHarvard School of Public Health
(HSPH) andHarvardMedical School (HMS).

HAI ChairmanMax Essex, the Lasker Professor of
Health Sciences at HSPH and the study’s senior au-
thor, said the results were particularly impressive in
the sickest group, whose immune systemswere
under the fiercest attack by the virus and so are
most likely to transmit it to their babies. That group
saw only one baby get infected, before birth, and no
infections during breast-feeding.

“That rate is way lower than any rate anyone’s ever
seen in the world, evenwithout breast-feeding,”
Essex said. “I don’t think it should be controversial
anymore. I think it’s clear you can breast-feed
safely.”

The study has already had real-world effects. It has
prompted the government of Botswana to devise a
program— still being finalized— to offer antiretro-
viral drugs to breast-feedingmothers, Shapiro said.
In addition, theWHOhas cited a combination of
“significant programmatic experience and research
evidence” in issuing new guidelines. Those recog-
nize that breast-feeding while taking antiretroviral
drugs can improve an infant’s chance of both surviv-
ing and remainingHIV-negative.

In addition, Essex and Shapiro said, the study bol-
sters the argument that HIV-positivemothers with
infants should be a top priority for the scarce anti-
retroviral drugs. From an economic standpoint
alone, Essex said, the study shows that giving the
drugs to themothers can preventHIV infection of
an infant, saving the child from a lifetime of anti-
retroviral drug use.

“It definitelymeans they should be top priority,”
Essex said. “Anybodywho can domath can immedi-
ately tell that the cost savings are far greater if you
treat themothers first and avoid treating infants
later.”

The study bolsters the argument that HIV-positive moth-
ers with infants should be a top priority for the scarce
antiretroviral drugs. Lead author of the study is Roger
Shapiro (left), an associate professor at the Harvard
School of Public Health and Harvard Medical School.

Keeping HIV out of the cradle
By Alvin Powell | Harvard Staff Writer

Photo by Justin Ide | Harvard Staff Photographer
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RetiredHarvard faculty, somewith astonishing
personal stories, are windows onto a vanishing
past, even asmany continue to work in their fields.

Scholars venerable
COVER STORY One of them correctedHarvard student JohnF. Kennedy’s litera-

ture papers. Another is the grandson of slaves andwas a classmate
of the teenagedMartin LutherKing Jr. A third left Europe on the
eve ofWorldWar II and rose to become a key aide to President
Lyndon Johnson. A fourth helped to throw open the gates of all-
male colleges towomen.

Harvard has hundreds of older professorswith intriguing personal
stories like these. Officially, themen are each called emeritus and
thewomen emerita, honorifics that originatedwith the Latinword
for “skillful, but honorably retired.” Inmanyways these profes-
sors,many of them still active in their fields, are the keepers of
Harvard’s living history. Their experiences illuminatemost of the
20th century, their teaching guided generations of students, and
theirmentoring trainedmany current facultymembers.

Many emeriti had early livesmarked by family hardships, hideous
wars, grand injustices, andGump-like brusheswith fame. Their di-
verse numbers includeNormanRamsey, aNobel laureate in
physics who as anArmy officer helped to assemble the atombomb
dropped onHiroshima; RuthHubbard, a groundbreaking biologist
who escaped theNazis as a teenager; SacvanBercovitch, a literary
scholarwho began adulthood an Israeli farmhand; andBernard
Lown, a physician and inventor of the defibrillator, who founded
an antiwar group that won theNobel Peace Prize.

By Corydon Ireland | Harvard Staff Writer

Charles Vert Willie (above) in his Concord, Mass., home office

Photo by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer
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The examples below, detailing the lives of four of the
University’s emeriti, provide a window to the past and
a glimpse of the ongoing influence of Harvard’s older
professors:

Daniel Aaron
Victor S. Thomas Professor of English andAmerican
LiteratureEmeritus
Retired: 1983

Daniel Aaron, who turned 98 in August, arrived atHar-
vard as a first-year graduate student in 1933.He re-
membersWidener Library in the dayswhen historian
Samuel EliotMorison—Class of 1908, and the last
Harvard professor to ride a horse towork —would
stride inwearing full riding regalia, slapping a leather
crop on his high boots.

Morison’s grand and aggressive entranceswere aston-
ishing, Aaron said, but at the same time they perfectly
embodied aHarvard that still clung to 19th century
values, despite the social tumult of theGreat Depres-
sion. “That (old)Harvardwas still there. You could feel

it and see it,” said Aaron, whowent on to earn theUni-
versity’s first degree in the history of American civi-
lization. “Coming from the outside, it was like coming
to a foreign country.”

That shadow country includedHarvard’s undergradu-
ates, generally the products of tonyEastern schools.
Their exclusive, self-createdworldwasmostly closed
to someone like Aaron, whose public education came
in Los Angeles, Chicago, andAnnArbor,Mich.He said,
“I could never think ofmyself as aHarvardman.”

But by the end of the 1930s, an influx of bright under-
graduates from small-townAmerica brought their na-
tive vitality with them toHarvard Yard. The change
soon overtook themore “elaborate education” of their
private school peers, said Aaron, and helped to trans-
formHarvard into “a national university.”

He remembers his favorite students fondly, and has
recorded their stories (and often their obituaries) in
hardbound journals kept since 1929. Aaron, who still
walks to his Barker Center office every day, is cur-

rently working on a digest of what he calls his “com-
monplace books,” which are crammedwith paper, pic-
tures, clippings, and autobiographical notations.

He read a scrapbook insert aloud, an obituary of Emile
de Antonio ’40, who died in 1989. The Scranton, Pa.,
undergraduatewent on tomake prize-winning docu-
mentary films onColdWarAmerica, including “Rush
to Judgment” (1967), about the assassination of his
own classmate, PresidentKennedy. “That,” said
Aaron, “was the kind of person youmight find in your
class.”

Aaron published his first scholarly paper in 1935, on
“Melville and theMissionaries,” and then spent fruit-
ful decades on studies of the AmericanRenaissance,
the CivilWar, American progressivewriters, and the
literary actors inwhat he once called America’s
“cheerful andwelcoming democratic collective.”He
continues towork in his field.

Along theway, Aaron’s circle of contemporaries in-
cluded the glitterati of literature: PerryMiller, F.O.

Daniel Aaron (above), whose first scholarly paper appeared in 1935, continues to write. His latest
book, published in 2007, was a memoir, “The Americanist.” He is now busy putting his journals in
order. His first is from 1929.

Since leaving Harvard classrooms,
Francis Bator (right) has continued
to write on macroeconomics and
has also turned his mind to some
of the history he lived through. He
wrote a chapter in “Presidential
Judgment” (2001), “Lyndon John-
son and Foreign Policy.” Bator
wrote a 2007 occasional paper for
the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences that drew on his White
House years: “No Good Choices:
LBJ and the Vietnam/Great Society
Connection.” He appears at left
with Johnson.

Photos by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer; historic photos (above) courtesy of Francis Bator; (far right) courtesy of Charles Vert Willie

Emeritus
(continued from previous page)
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Matthiessen,HenryNash Smith, JohnDos Passos, and
Robert Frost. EdmundWilson, a close friend andmen-
tor of 30 years, “wasmymodel as awriter, as a journal-
ist, and as a critic,” he said. Aaron also corrected
papers by future PresidentKennedy, and remembers
writerNormanMailer as a teenager inDunsterHouse.
Of this “Who’sWho” collection of friends and ac-
quaintances, Aaron said simply: “Youmet people.”

He also taught at SmithCollege for decades, before re-
turning toHarvard in 1971, amid the uproar of colle-
giate anti-war protest and national cultural upheaval.
“I played the bemused onlooker,” hewrote in his 2007
memoir, “TheAmericanist.”

Today’sHarvard is far removed from the institution
Aaron first sawnearly 80 years ago. The changes never
seemed sudden, he said, but “you don’t keep adjusting
easily. You don’t go alongwith it. You lag behind.” For
Aaron, electronic communications is one area of lag-
ging. He doesn’t write email, or own a computer, or
have a television. He types on a pivoting-font IBMSe-
lectric, amodel introduced in 1961.

Despite his decades atHarvard, Aaron sometimes still
feels like an interloper from theAmericanWest, not
what he calls “an authentic local.” But his feelings for
Harvard are nonetheless strong, unchangeable, and
deep. “I feel very defensive and very loyal toHarvard,”
said Aaron, who lives near Cambridge Common. “And,
of course, there is no other place; I’ve lived here for so
long now.”

Francis Bator
LuciusN. Littauer Professor of Political Economy
Emeritus
Retired: 1996

In 1929, 4-year-old Francis Bator, the son of a promi-
nent Budapest lawyer, took his first ski run. (He
wouldn’t quit the slopes until 70 years later.) In 1939,
Bator and his family departed forwhat he thought
would be anAugust vacation in theUnited States, but

WorldWar II barred their way home.

By 1944, he had graduated from theGroton School,
had put in an accelerated freshman year at theMassa-
chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), and had be-
come an 18-year-old private in theU.S. Army. (He
eventuallymustered out as a first lieutenant.)

Twenty years later, Batorwas in theOval Office as the
new senior economist on theNational Security Coun-
cil staff, and served as the deputy national security ad-
viser to President Johnson.

“The notion that Johnsonwas no good at foreign pol-
icy is nonsense,” Bator said. “He had a very big and
toughmind, and ran his own show. Therewere no
peers. But he thought that if he backed away in Viet-
nam—or told the country the truth that hewas Amer-
icanizing thewar— the social legislation to bring the
country into the 20th centurywould be stillborn in
the Congress.’’

By then, the 38-year-old Bator had earned a Ph.D. in
economics fromMIT, had taught there, and had
helped to set up its Center for International Studies.
He hadworked briefly for the RANDCorp. and for the
StateDepartment, and had authored an influential
book, “TheQuestion of Government Spending.” It was
one of seven books, said TheNewYorkTimes in 1961,
thatmost influencedKennedy’s “approach to the
presidency.” Bator recently argued in the Financial
Times that the book’s thesis still applies. “Government
spending, taxes, deficits, and debt are not good or bad
as such,” he said. “They are policy tools, good or bad
according towhat outcomes in the real economywe
want them to achieve.”

In theWhiteHouse, according to BusinessWeek,
Bator became Johnson’s “key adviser” onworld eco-
nomicmatters andEuropean affairs. In 1967, Bator
left theWhiteHouse to join the inaugural faculty at
Harvard’s new JohnF. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment. “I was intrigued by the idea of workingwith a

handful of extraordinary colleagues to create a new
curriculum that reached across traditional disciplines
like economics and law,” he said. One result was a new
two-yearmaster’s program in public policy, which he
chaired.

Bator also leaptwith two feet intoUniversity life. He
joined aHarvard governance committee; co-wrote
“Harvard andMoney,” the pamphlet that urged the
University onto a different investment path that
swelled the endowment; and joined a committee on
Harvard-community relations, whichwere roiled by
Vietnamprotests.

Coming toHarvard also allowedBator to re-enter do-
mesticmacroeconomics, which he taught in the class-
roomwith flair. A student oncewrote, “Bator could
teach economics to a stove!” It’s what he has contin-
ued towrite about, having just begun a small book on
what he thinks his grandchildren need to know. And
it’s what he taught until, at age 70, he came to feel
about teaching as he did about skiing: It was time to
stop.

“I loved the teaching,” said Bator, who lives inWelles-
ley, “andmissed it for a long time.”

Charles Vert Willie
Eliot ProfessorEmeritus, HarvardGraduate School of
Education
Retired: 1999

His grandfatherswere slaves. He grewup in the Jim
CrowSouth in Texas andGeorgia. Prior to the Civil
Rights era, in 1944, he enteredMorehouse College
alongwithMartin LutherKing Jr., who became his
good friend.

Charles VertWillie, who turned 83 this year, lives in
Concord,Mass., with his wife,Mary Sue. Their house
is amidwoodlands once surveyed byHenryDavid
Thoreau, and not far from theNorth Bridge, where the
first battle of the AmericanRevolutionwas fought.

Willie has foughtmore recent battles for racial equal-
ity and justice. As an applied sociologist, he helped the
cause in his ownway, collecting and interpreting
racial, ethnic, gender, and socioeconomic data. He
wrote about race and justice through the lens of soci-
ology, examining urban communities, family life, pub-
lic health, grassroots socialmovements, and
desegregation in education.

His expertise onAmerica’s racial inequalities some-
timesmeant stepping outside the traditional bounds

In 1944, Willie entered Morehouse College along with Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., who became a longtime friend.

(see Emeritus next page)

Since retiring, Charles Vert Willie has written or revised four
books with student co-authors or co-editors — in 2002, 2006,
2008, and this year. The last is the sixth edition of his “A New
Look at Black Families,” co-authored with Richard J. Reddick,
Ed.M. ’98, Ed.D. ’07, now a professor at the University of Texas,
Austin — where “I couldn’t go when I was growing up,” said
Willie, a native Texan who grew up in the Jim Crow South.
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of the academy— into the courts and communities,
as he did to promote integrated education. In 1974,
Willie was one of four court-appointedmasterswho
helped develop a plan to desegregate Boston’s public
schools, a role he repeated inmany other cities. “I
still seemyself as a sociologist,” he said, “but I steer
close to current issues.”

Steering close included drawing his students out of
the classroom and onto the streets, where they con-
ducted interviews. “I’vemade a point,” saidWillie,
“of gettingmy students acquaintedwithwhat is actu-
ally going on.”

His active teaching career spanned 1950 to 1999, first
at SyracuseUniversity, where in 1967 he became the
first black professor to chair the sociology depart-
ment, andwhere hewas vice president of student af-
fairs during the anti-war turmoil. He came to
Harvard in 1974 as the first African-American
tenured professor at theGraduate School of Educa-
tion (HGSE).

Willie took away twomain lessons fromhis long view
of America’s racial past: Be a person for others— a
mentor— and always promote love and justice as the
foundation of community life.

His firstmentorswere his parents, who raised a fam-
ily of five during theGreat Depression in racially di-
videdDallas.Willie enteredMorehouse at age 16
(Kingwas 15), and foundmentorswhosemessages
went beyond good scholarship. They urged him to
seek out social injustice and correct it. In his own ca-
reer, he often invited students home to dinner— and
even to help onmany of his 32 books.

Willie also served as “a person for others” in 1974. As
one of the top lay officers of the Episcopal Church,
he delivered the sermon that year at an irregular
service in Philadelphia as part of the first U.S. ordina-
tion of female priests.Ms.magazine later named
Willie one of its “male heroes.”

The point is to honor and seek diversity, saidWillie,
who often talked about the Biblical lesson ofNoah
and his expansive, two-by-two ark. “You need diver-
sity,” he said, “if youwant life to continue.”

Patricia Albjerg Graham
CharlesWarrenResearch Professor of theHistory of
AmericanEducationEmerita
Retired: 2001

As a teenager, Patricia Grahamdidn’t havemuch pa-
tiencewith the public schools in her nativeWest
Lafayette, Ind., which she found dull. Education is
what happened at home, she thought. Her parents,
both Ph.D.s, talked about books, knew culture, and
read the SundayNewYorkTimes. Impatient, Gra-
ham—a futureHGSEdean—dropped out of high
school at age 16. “I had enough credits,” she said. “I
figured they owedme a diploma.”

But education doesn’t happen at home for everyone,
especially for American children in the bottom third
of the education demographic. Armed in 1955with a
bachelor’s degree in English and history fromher
hometownuniversity, Purdue, Graham found out
soon enough about that bottom third.

With her husband in theNavy, she took a teaching
job at DeepCreekHigh School in rural Virginia. The
annual salarywas $2,250, but the education she got
was priceless. At DeepCreek the boys struggledwith
their studies. Three of the girls in her ninth-grade
classroombecame pregnant. AndDeepCreek, a seg-
regatedwhite high school, had a 75 percent dropout
rate.

But before she left, Graham learned how to teach
reading, speech, and drama, and guided her 12th-
grade theater group to a second-place state title for
the best high school play.

She became director of BarnardCollege’s Education
Program (1965-1974), where she learned about the
underservedNewYorkCity schools.

Her grounding on the bottom third helped to inspire
her “to try to bring the best quality of education to
peoplewho have been excluded from it.”

The excluded, of course, weremore than just poor
whites and underprivilegedminorities. Theywere
women too.

In 1969, Graham,who had earned a Ph.D. in the his-
tory of education fromColumbiaUniversity, took a
year off to help PrincetonUniversity adapt to its new
co-ed student body, the same step other Ivy League
schools were taking. Her breakthrough observations,
“Women inAcademe,” appeared in Sciencemaga-
zine in 1970. As she said recently, universities open-
ing their doors “needed tenuredwomen facultywho
had a streak of feminism—concern for their gender.”

In 1974 she joined theHGSE faculty. She became vice
president of Radcliffe College, and then dean of what
became theRadcliffe Institute. By 1977, Grahamwas
one of four Radcliffe affiliatesworkingwith four
Harvardmen on an agreement to blend the colleges
under one academic umbrella.

After spending two yearsworking at theNational In-

stitute of Education, where she supervised a $100
million research budget, Graham returned toHar-
vard. By 1982, shewas theHGSEdean— the first
woman atHarvard to be named dean of awhole fac-
ulty.

“I think it was those kids,” saidGrahamof her suc-
cess,meaning the kids inDeepCreek andNewYork.
“Andwomen— likemymother—who had been ex-
cluded from jobs commensuratewith their training.”

The obligation of higher education, saidGraham, is
to identify the talented and to invite in thosewho
have been excluded.

Her post-retirementwork follows the same theme.
Graham is on the boards of the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching and theCentral
EuropeanUniversity in Budapest, an institution
formed after the fall of the Soviet Union. Itsmission
is to revive subjects that were neglected behind the
IronCurtain, including law, history, and business.
She is also on the board at ApacheCorp., an oil and
gas exploration and development company that has
what she called “amajor interest in educational phi-
lanthropy.” (One recent project was to open 200 one-
room schools for girls in Egypt.)

Education’s big challenge is towork on that bottom
third, saidGraham— the forgotten, the excluded,
and the neglected studentswith valuable skills. But
to get there, she said, “we’ve got a lot of homework to
do.”

Emeritus
(continued from previous page)

Photo by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer

Retirement is not the end of work, even for profes-
sors. “The difference is … you can choose the things
you want to spend your time on,” said Harvard
emerita Patricia Albjerg Graham. Her 2005 book,
“Schooling America: How the Public Schools Meet
the Nation’s Changing Needs,” appeared in paper-
back in 2007.
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One year after the Class of 2013 became the first re-
quired to completeHarvard College’s Program in
General Education, officials have one thing to say:
so far, so good.

“Students seem excited by the new courses,” said
Stephanie Kenen, associate dean of undergraduate
education and administrative director of the pro-
gram. “The flexibility of the program seems to be
something they like.”

The General Education Program, known as Gen Ed,
replaced the University’s 30-year-old Core Curricu-
lum last fall. In the new program, students are re-
quired to take at least one course in each of eight
areas of study: aesthetic and interpretive under-
standing; culture and belief; empirical andmathe-
matical reasoning; ethical reasoning; science of
living systems; science of the physical universe; so-
cieties of the world; andUnited States in the world.
In addition, at least one of these coursesmust also
engage substantially with the study of the past.

Kenen said it is far too early to assess the program’s
success, but preliminary returns have been encour-
aging. For instance, even though upper-class stu-
dentsmay still graduate under the requirements of
the Core Curriculum, fully half of juniors and nearly
10 percent of seniors have switched to the new re-

quirements.Moreover, when asked, “What was
yourmost positive academic experience?” on last
year’s freshman survey, many students identified
Gen Ed classes.

Kenen said she and her colleagues have been sur-
prised at the excitement over some courses.While
“Science and Cooking” has receivedmuch press at-
tention, other classes have seen enrollment spikes
as well, such as “Pyramid Schemes,” a new course
that explores the archaeological history of ancient
Egypt.

“The course has givenme a chance to go beyond
what I would normally experience in a classroom,”
saidWilliamWeingarten ’11. “I've enjoyed getting
the chance to travel out to the BostonMuseum of
Fine Arts and to visit the Visualization Center here
at Harvard to get a deeper intuition for what Egypt
was really like thousands of years ago.”

Professor Peter DerManuelian, who teaches “Pyra-
mid Schemes,” said it is both challenging and re-
warding to design a rigorous curriculum that is not
too esoteric for the generalist.

“There is nothing like sharing the passion for one's
field with 170 interested undergraduates,” he said.
“I enjoy watching students get excited about new

pyramid construction theories, ancient religious
schisms, explanations for the rise of complex soci-
ety, and themysteries of ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphic grammar. Long ago I learned that to focus
only on the narrow confines of one's discipline can
lead to diminished interest levels across the board.”

Weingarten said he has enjoyed all the Gen Ed
courses he has taken so far. “Most Gen Ed profes-
sors put a lot of effort into ensuring that their
courses are both fun and educational,” he said. “Gen
Ed has givenmemore time to take courses that I
enjoy outside ofmy normal concentration track, ap-
pliedmath.”

College officials say they are working to keep the
Gen Ed curriculum fresh, pointing to the dramatic
expansion of course offerings over the last year.
When the program launched, 230 classes had been
approved for Gen Ed; by this fall, that number had
expanded to 356.

“Wewant a curriculum that evolves with our stu-
dents, so we have to refresh and renew the curricu-
lum on an ongoing basis,” said Kenen. “Some
courses are constructed in such away as to retain
their suitability for the programwithoutmuch
change over time. Othersmay not have as long a
shelf life.”

Looking to the future, the Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences created Graduate Seminars in General Educa-
tion (GSGEs) as oneway tomeet the demand for
new and engaging Gen Ed courses.

“Dean Allan Brandt [of the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences] came upwith the idea,” Kenen ex-
plained. “Faculty take graduate students through
the study of a topic at an advanced level and, at the
same time, take these students through the process
of designing an undergraduate course in that area.
Graduate students get to work on course themes,
design, and pedagogy, which is a really wonderful
opportunity for them. If all goes well, the teaching
fellows [TFs] for the new course will be the same
people who helped design it. So, not only dowe get a
great new course, but we also get a group of well-
trained and very engaged TFs.”

Kenen directs anyone curious about the program to
the recently developed course trailers website.
There they will find short videos for classes such as
“Tangible Things,” “Primitive Navigation,” and “Fat
Chance.”

“Each trailer is a snapshot of a course,” Kenen said.
“Facultymembers give a little introduction to the
course, its aims, and how itmeets the goals of Gen
Ed. It’s a great way for parents, students, and others
to find out about classes in the Gen Ed curriculum.”

Professor Peter Der Manuelian said it
is both challenging and rewarding to
design a rigorous curriculum that is
not too esoteric for the generalist.

Photo by Rose Lincoln | Harvard Staff Photographer

Generally, a happy anniversary
AsHarvard’s Gen Ed curriculum expands, it’s drawing ever-widening
interest from students and faculty after its first year.

By Paul Massari | Harvard Staff Writer
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One hundred dollarsmay seem like a lot ofmoney in
these economic times, but broken down into incre-
ments— say, $5 per paycheck— and that’s like buy-
ing a coffee and a scone. Add it up over the course of
a year and it shows how little by little the generosity
of theHarvard community can have a big impact.

Thanks toHarvard’s annual Community Gifts cam-
paign, donating to service agencies and charities has
never been easier. This year, all faculty and staff re-
ceived pledge cards featuring 50 favorite organiza-
tions from previous campaigns. (This list is provided
as a convenience only; donations can bemade to any
nonprofit organization.) Staff and facultymay also
participate via payroll deduction, with the addi-

tional option of donating a specified amount over
the course of a year. Pledges can also bemade using
an easy online form found at http://community.har-
vard.edu/community_gifts, which includes 100 or-
ganizations.

“This year’s theme, ‘100 Reasons ToGive,’ reflects
themanyways your contributions canmake a dif-
ference, andwe invite you to find the reasons that
inspire you,” said ChristineHeenan, vice president
for public affairs and communications.

“TheHarvard Community Gifts campaignwel-
comes donations at any level —whenwe give as a
community, even a dollar or two or five from each
paycheck can have a dramatic effect,” saidHarvard
President DrewFaust.

Not sure where to donate? Community Gifts is hold-
ing the first-ever Giving Fair onDec. 10 from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. in the Radcliffe Gymnasium. There you can
learnmore about the important work and volunteer
opportunities at charities serving people in need.
You can also pick up or drop off pledge cards at the
fair or use a convenient kiosk formaking an online
donation. Formore information, visit http://com-
munity.harvard.edu/community_gifts.

Check out these worthy organizations below, and
see what a $100 contribution can provide for them.

BREAKTHROUGH CAMBRIDGE
Founded in 1992 as Summerbridge Cambridge,
BreakthroughCambridge is the only year-round, tu-
ition-free academic program inCambridge that
serves at-risk and underresourcedmiddle and high
school students. BreakthroughCambridge is a six-
year program composed of an academically intensive
two-yearmiddle school program and a high school
support program thatworkwith students until col-
legematriculation. Unique to the program is the
“students teaching students”model that inspires the
next generation of educators by offering talented
high school and college students the opportunity to
teach. Following six years in the program,more than

90 percent of students enroll in four-
year colleges. After working at
Breakthrough, 72 percent of student
teachers go on to pursue careers in
education. Learnmore at
www.breakthroughcambridge.org.

$100 could buy BreakthroughCam-
bridge all this:

�One day of a college student’s
summer stipend as a Breakthrough
Cambridge teacher

�The SAT test prep book needed for
each student in the College Access
Program

�Books such as “Othello” and “A
Raisin in the Sun” for one student,
whowill read these in a summer lit-

erature class

MSPCA-ANGELL
TheMSPCA-Angell is a national and international
leader in animal protection and veterinarymedicine
and provides direct hands-on care for thousands of
animals each year. Founded in 1868, it is the second-
oldest humane society in theUnited States. Services
include animal protection and adoption, advocacy,
humane education, law enforcement, andworld-
class veterinary care. TheMSPCA-Angell is a private,
nonprofit organization located in Jamaica Plain,
Mass. It does not receive any government funding
nor is it funded or operated by any national humane
organization. TheMSPCA-Angell relies solely on the
support and contributions of individuals who care
about animals. Learnmore at www.mspca.org.

$100 could buyMSPCA-Angell one of these:

�Nearly 1,000 pounds of hay atNevins Farm in
Methuen,Mass., for homeless horses

�Nearly 1,000 pounds of cat litter for the thousands
of homeless felines annually

�Various vaccinations, food,minor surgeries, and
assistingwith day-to-day care of animals

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF CREATIVE SERVICES/
ART DIRECTOR, REQ. 22560BR, GR. 058
Harvard Public Affairs and Communications, FT

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, REQ. 22474BR, GR. 054
University Administration - Allston Development
Group, FT

ORACLE APPLICATIONS DEVELOPER,
REQ.22323BR, GR. 057
Office of the University CIO (UCIO), FT

SENIOR FINANCIAL MANAGER, REQ.22451BR,
GR.058
University Administration - Office of the Presi-
dent and Provost, FT

SPECIAL LISTING:
Part-Time Lecturers on History and Literature.
Information and applications at:
fas.harvard.edu/~histlit/HL-program.html.
Deadline Jan. 14, 2011. Harvard is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity employer. Appli-
cations from women and minority candidates
are strongly encouraged.

Online� See complete opportunity listings
at www.employment.harvard.edu or contact
Employment Services at 617.495.2772.

Hot Jobs

Staff News

HOW TO APPLY
To apply for an advertised position or for more infor-
mation on these and other listings, please connect
to our new system, ASPIRE, at www.employment.har-
vard.edu/. Through ASPIRE, you may complete a
candidate profile and continue your career search
with Harvard University. Harvard is strongly commit-
ted to its policy of equal opportunity and affirmative
action.

JOB SEARCH INFO SESSIONS
Harvard University offers information sessions that
are designed to enhance a job-seeker's search suc-
cess. These sessions may cover topics ranging from
preparing effective resumes and cover letters to tar-
geting the right opportunities to successful inter-
viewing techniques. Sessions are held monthly from
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Harvard Events and Informa-
tion Center in Holyoke Center, 1350 Massachusetts
Ave., in Cambridge. More specific information is
available online at employment.harvard.edu/ca-
reers/findingajob/.

HOME BUYING AND SELLING SEMINARS
Harvard Real Estate Services offers semi-
nars and webinars to help demystify the
home buying and selling process. Visit facul-
tyrealestate.harvard.edu/HomeBuyingAnd-
SellingServices/homebuyingselling.aspx#REA
P for details.

Upcoming sessions: Thursday, Dec. 2, noon-
12:30 p.m., 124 Mt. Auburn St., room 3311,
Cambridge; Wednesday, Dec. 15, noon-1:30,
HSPH, Kresge Building, room 213; Thursday,
Dec. 16, noon-1:30 p.m., webinar (pre-regis-
tration required).
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100 Reasons To Give starts here, now
TheHarvard Community Gifts campaign kicks off with a new theme
and its first Giving Fair.

Earlier this year,
Grandma Moses
(pictured) was res-
cued from a sub-
merged cat carrier
in the Charles
River. She was
cared for at the
MSPCA-Angell be-
fore being
adopted.

By Sarah Sweeney | Harvard Staff Writer



Ask themembers ofHarvard’sHoldenChoirs— the
HarvardGleeClub, TheRadcliffe Choral Society, and
theHarvardRadcliffe CollegiumMusicum—to de-
scribe their newdirector, AndrewClark, and their an-
swers usually include the sameword: energy.

“Andy brings an energy and freshness,” said Jason
Varnell ’12, a glee clubmember. “We just had a retreat
whenwe rehearsed for three days straight.Wewere
tired on the secondday, but Andywas directing us.He
was dancing around, talking to us, anything to get a
chuckle out of the choir.He gives somuch, andweuse
that energy for singing.”

Clark’s enthusiasmmay come in part fromhis youth.

Barely 34, hewas nameddirector of
choral activities lastMay. Themove came
afterClark spent seven years at Tufts
University, where he presided over a
quadrupling of choirmembership, led stu-
dents on international tours, and engaged
in creative collaborationswith other uni-
versities and ensembles. Clark has also
served as chorusmaster and assistant
conductor ofOperaBoston, associate con-
ductor of theBostonPopsEsplanadeCho-
rus, and assistant conductor of the
MendelssohnChoir of Pittsburgh (the
chorus of the Pittsburgh Symphony), to
name just a fewof his posts.

Clark hopes to bring fresh energy and vi-
sion to choralmusic atHarvard. One of
his top priorities is to leverage digital
technology to bring theHoldenChoirs to
theworld.

“Wehave a treasure trove of recordings on
vinyl, tape, even eight-track that Iwould
like to digitize,” he said. “It can be a chal-
lenge to fill Sanders five to six times a year
for a performance, but there are over 30
million amateur choirmembers in the
U.S.Many of themhave iPods and laptops.
Our groups are too talented not to figure
out how to disseminate our performances

around theworld.”

Clark also hopes to bring newprogramming toHar-
vard’s choirs, often by looking to the past.

“I’m interested in the rediscovery of neglectedAmer-
ican pieces,” he explained. “I recently found a piece
by the 20th century composerRoss LeeFinney at
Harvard’s LoebMusic Library, one of the fewplaces
in theworld that has a copy. Finney took 14 hymns
from theAinsworthPsalter [thatwas] brought to
America by the pilgrims in the 17th century and
wrote arrangements for them so they sound fresh and
familiar at the same time. The glee clubwill perform
them in ourMarch 5, 2011, show, andwehope to be

the first to record this composition in studio.”

The choirs’most-challenging programwill come at
the end of the year. “On theTransmigration of Souls”
is JohnAdams’ Pulitzer Prize-winning composition
for chorus and orchestra, written as a tribute to the
victims of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.Mod-
ern and emotionally intense, Adams’ piece includes
prerecorded sounds and spokenword, aswell as a
children’s choir, which sings fragments frommissing-
persons signs posted at ground zero in the days after
the attack. Clark said he chose “On theTransmigra-
tion of Souls” because it shows students howart can
respond to violence andhuman tragedy.

“I struggledwith the decision to program the piece
because it’s so difficult,” he said. “It brings back a ter-
rible experience. But art serves not only as a balm, but
also as away to confront theworldwe live in.”

Beethoven’sNinth Symphony, a complex composi-
tion thatClark describes as “the antidote” toAdams’
piece and “an incomparable expression of the joy and
connectivity of human experience,”will follow “On
theTransmigration of Souls.”

A bit of a production spectacular, the spring showwill
include close to 300 student singers, theHarvard
RadcliffeOrchestra, and theBostonChildren’s Choir.

Clark hopes that students and audiences are excited
by the newprogramming. At the same time, he hopes
to honor the choirs’ 150-year history of excellence.
“Every tradition— including the annual retreats—
has proven itself to be extremely effective,” he said.

Above all, Clarkwants to honor the legacy of his pred-
ecessor, JamesonMarvin, whowas choral director at
Harvard formore than 30 years, and underwhom
Clark served as an assistant conductor from2001 to
2003.

“The spirit, the sense of purpose, and the expecta-
tions of students for excellence speaks volumes about
JimMarvin andhis legacy,” Clark said. “Jimviewed
his career as an investment. It’smy job tomake sure
that investment continues to flourish.”
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Choral director serves
youth, honors tradition
One of AndrewClark’s priorities: Bringing the
Holden Choirs’ performances to the world.

By Paul Massari | Harvard Staff Writer

Staff Profile

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CONCERTS

Haydn’s “Maria Theresa Mass”

The Harvard-Radcliffe Chorus per-
forms “Theresienmesse” with the
Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of
Boston at Sanders Theatre.

Kevin Leong, conductor

Dec. 4, 8 p.m. Admission is $20
(general)/$10 (students & senior
citizens), and tickets are available
through the Harvard Box Office.

Christmas on the Common

The Radcliffe Choral Society and
the Harvard Glee Club perform at
First Church Congregational in
Cambridge, 11 Garden St.

Andrew Clark and Kevin Leong,
conductors

Dec. 10, 8 p.m. Admission is $20
(general)/$10 (students & senior
citizens), and tickets are available
through the Harvard Box Office.

The Harvard Box Office can be
reached at 617.496.2222 or
ofa.fas.harvard.edu/boxoffice/.

Andrew Clark (at podium and below)
conducts a Radcliffe Choral Society
rehearsal at Lowell Lecture Hall.

Photos by Stephanie Mitchell | Harvard Staff Photographer
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I have always loved stories.

Sometimes, I find stories thatmy life absorbs. The
ancient Sanskrit epic “Mahabharata,” detailing the
deeds of valorous heroes and austere sages, is one
such tale. Ayn Rand’s “Atlas Shrugged,” with its por-
trayal of the disciplined steelmagnateHank Rear-
den, is another.

One story in particular stands out: Jules Verne’s
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.” Ever since I first
read it as a child, I have wanted to be CaptainNemo
— a solitary inventor, aman of powerful principles
and emotions who roams the oceans in a submarine
of his own design. It ismotivation from inspiring
stories like these that has createdmyHarvard expe-
rience, and that samemotivation informsmy aims
for the future.

I applied toHarvard because it was the one institu-
tion that harbored themost people who had influ-
encedmy thought— an intellectually diverse list
that included Joseph Schumpeter,W.E.B. Du Bois,
TimO’Reilly, E.O.Wilson, Stephen Jay Gould,
Robert Oppenheimer,William James, and Bill
Gates, among others. Themoment I read the accept-
ance email, I felt a wave of excitement thatmy story,
in a small butmeaningful way, touched each of
theirs.

In the first fewweeks ofmy freshman year, I
drowned inHarvard’s quiet traditions— the estab-
lished career paths, the rigorous competition for
graduate schools and fellowships, the resume-
padding extracurriculars. Disenchanted, Imade the
naive decision to not get a job, go to graduate school,
travel on a fellowship, or do anything similarly
structured straight out of college, so that I can dedi-
catemy time here entirely to exploration.

That dramatic declaration is
notmeant to be a normative
statement about howHar-
vard needs to change. I love
Harvard as it is. It is beauti-
ful howmany great oppor-
tunities the University has
continued to provide for its
students over the centuries.
But despite howwonderful
those opportunities are,
some discontented part of
me chose to reject them, on
the simple basis that I did
not want aHarvard experi-
ence that was scripted for
me. I wanted to writemy
own story.

Since then, I have inun-
datedmy brain and sched-
ule with learning— doing

well in some classes, barely passing others, pursuing
disconnected interests like Sanskrit, political phi-
losophy, or probability theory, browsing the li-
braries regularly to satisfymy curiosity,
concentrating in computer science, regularly visit-
ing theMicroCenter down the road to keep upwith
technology, and,most importantly, talking to as
many people here as possible, in awe of their bril-
liance, drive, and kindness. I havemademistakes,
but I regret nothing, because of how neat it all is on
the pages of history.

Now, nearing graduation, the question of what to do
after college looms. In keeping withmy naive deci-
sion freshman year, I have chosen to start a com-
pany. Quite literally, that is all I have done— I am
the owner of a corporation that has yet to have a
product, let alone a sound plan formakingmoney.
Friends and family have criticizedme for this, say-
ing that it makesmore sense to build a product first
and see if it catches on, or at least to get a job and
work on this part time, rather than discard other op-
portunities for one thatmay not even exist. They are
probably right, but predictability nevermade for an
exciting story. (Besides, I canmake it all work dur-
ing winter break.)

I feel like CaptainNemo, building a corporation as
my submarine, wanting to explore the world in it. I
have been savingmoney from various jobs for the
past three years as fuel for this purpose. I do not
know if I will succeed or fail. But whatever happens,
I intend to live an interesting story, for the satisfac-
tion of none other thanmyself.

If you’re an undergraduate or graduate student and
have an essay to share about life at Harvard, please
email your ideas to JimConcannon, the Gazette’s
news editor, at Jim_Concannon@harvard.edu.

In search of Captain Nemo
In this column, a senior talks about how he learned to chart his own
course while at Harvard.

By Saketh Bhamidipati ’11 | Computer Science Student Voice
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Four are named
Rhodes Scholars
ThreeHarvard College seniors
and a first-yearHarvardMedical
School student are among the 32
named nationwide.

Two seniors
awarded Marshall
Scholarships

Online�Read full story: hvd.gs/67058

Online�Read full story: hvd.gs/67237

ThreeHarvardCollege seniors and a first-year
HarvardMedical School student are among the
32Americanmen andwomennamed asRhodes
Scholars onNov. 20. Eachwill begin study next
fall at theUniversity ofOxford inEngland.

Harvard’s newest Rhodes Scholars are Zachary
Frankel ‘11 of Brooklyn,N.Y,Daniel Lage ‘11 of
Miami, Baltazar Zavala ‘11 of El Paso, Texas, and
medical stu-dentAakash Shah ofCliffside Park,
N.J. Theywere chosen fromamong 837 stu-dents
nominated by 309 colleges anduniversities na-
tionwide.

“I’m very proud of these outstanding young peo-
ple,” saidHarvardCollegeDeanEvelynnM.
Hammonds,who is also theBarbaraGutmann
Rosenkrantz Profes-sor of theHistory of Science
and of African andAfricanAmerican Studies.
“The characteristics thatHarvard seeks in its
students—which include academic ex-cellence,
leadership, and a commitment to service—are
those that theRhodesTrust values highly aswell.
I’mdelighted to hear that theywill have an op-
portu-nity to further their education atOxford.”

This year’s recipients bringHarvard’s total num-
ber of Rhodes Scholars to 332 of the 3,228Amer-
icanswhohave received the scholarships since
1902.

Harvard seniors Kenzie Bok and Jonathan
Warsh had to keep a pretty big secret over the
Thanksgiving holiday. Both recently learned
they were awarded prestigiousMarshall Schol-
arships, whichwill allow them to study in the
United Kingdom at the universities of their
choice.

Bok andWarsh are two of 31Marshall Scholars
whose nameswere announcedNov. 29. The
highly competitive program is open to Ameri-
can graduating seniors and recent graduates
and typically covers two years of tuition, re-
search, and living expenses at a British univer-
sity.



Most fallmornings, a slightly sleepy collectionofmenand
women rises early tohit the road.

They are an eclectic groupofHarvard students, staff, faculty,
and communitymembers. They range in age from their late
teens to 50-something. They canbe freshmenorCEOs, but
theymove fast, andunder their ownpower. They ride bybike.

EunYoungChoi is their Pooh-Bah.Choi, aHarvardPh.D.
candidate inneuroscience,was inspiredby a leisurely sum-
mer cycle aroundMartha’sVineyard.When sheheard about
theHarvardUniversityCyclingAssociation (HUCA) in2007,
shedecided to investigate.

Nowshe is its administrative and spiritual leader andhas
gone fromnovice rider to top competitor.

“I startedoutwithno athletic background, andnowcycling
has becomeahugepart ofmy life andhas changedmyatti-
tude andperspective on academia and life challenges in every
way,” saidChoi,who carries the title of Pooh-Bah in anod to
the exalted office from the comic opera “TheMikado.”

Theorganization,whichdateswayback to 1890, fosters a love
for cycling and shares itwith anyonewilling to listen and
learn. The student-run group relies on fundraising anddona-
tions fromprivate sponsors for support, andonadedicated
cadre of volunteer coaches.

The “open to all” aspect of the teamwas “been important
right from the start,” said JohnAllis, a championofU.S. cy-
cling in the 1970s and a three-timeOlympianwho recently
retired after almost 30 years as aHUCAcoach.

“Youdon’t necessarily have to race.…A lot of the skills you
will learnwhile ridingwith the teamare very applicable for
riding in traffic, bikehandling, physical fitness, andbeing a
better bike rider,” saidAllis.

Still, Allis said that developing riderswho can goon to com-
pete is the club’smain goal.

“Weare, of course, ultimately racing oriented, so a certain
amount of competitive spirit is a help on the rides. You are

not out there to look at the birds and thebees.”

In 1985,EdSassler, then aNortheasternUniversity student,
heard thatAlliswasworkingwithHarvard riders.Withno cy-
cling teamatNortheastern, Sassler joinedHUCA.Henever
left.He rode as a student and then as a coach, describinghis
early advisory role as that of a sheepdog chasing down
overzealous riderswhogot too far ahead, or helping corral
those droppingbehind thepack.

Today, Sassler,whoworks full time in abike shop, continues
to coach, running training rides in the fall, working on the
group’s fitness level in the gym inwinter, andpreparing
HUCAmembers for the racing season.

“Theproblemwith cycling is everybody thinks it’s as easy as
riding a bike. In reality, it’s not that simple,” he said.

Sassler called the experience frustrating at times, since some
students have to dropout because of school demands. But
there aremanywho stay andexcel in competitions.

“I had a riderwho startedout as the slowest thing on two
wheels, and she endedup taking the silvermedal at nation-
als,” said Sassler.

Harvard students in degree-granting programs race in colle-

giate competitions in the spring, and
other riders compete in races from
May throughOctober. In addition, the
cluborganizes an annual 75-mile fun
ride thatwinds fromHarvardUniver-
sity toHarvard,Mass.

IanBoothby, a tall, lanky freshman
fromNashville, joinedHUCAafter
reading about it online.He credits the
clubwith improvinghis endurance and
his comfort levelwith biking in apack,
andhe is looking forward to tryinghis
handat racing in the spring.

Althoughhehashad a couple of spills,
andhe called the 5:45 a.m.wake-up call
a challenge, “By 7 a.m., you arenot re-
gretting it.”

“It’s just anopen community, open to
anyonewhowants to participate and
learn about cycling andbike racing.We
welcomepeople of all skill levels,” said
Choi.

MarkBowen,whoworks at a local
medical device company andhas
helped coachHUCA for thepast
decade,was stunnedwhenhe first saw
HUCAmembershelping eachother up
ahill.With someother clubs, he said,
that “never occurs to them.”ButHUCA
is different.

“Youput yourhandon their back and
help themup thehill so they are able to
staywithus and learn anddevelop,”
saidBowen, adding, “It reflects the
whole attitude of this group.”

To recruit students for the racing sea-
son, the groupholds sixweeks of basic
skills training in the fall. While geared
towardpotential racers, the rides are
open to anyone and cover proper posi-
tioning, safety tips, bikemaintenance,
and racing skills, such as sprinting, cor-
nering, and contact betweenbikes.

After taking abreak fromcycling for
years,HarvardLawProfessorMark
Ramseyer joinedup andwas outwith
the club regularly last year, fromFeb-
ruary throughAugust. Callinghimself
“too old for racing,”Ramseyer,Mit-
subishi Professor of JapaneseLegal
Studies, saidhe just enjoys the chance
to get out and ridewith others.

“It’s fun. You ridewith a group, andyou
are thinking about other things besides
howbadyour legs hurt.”

Recently the group gatheredbefore
sunrise in front of Peet’sCoffee&Tea,
the regularmeeting spot inHarvard
Square.Despite theunsettledweather,
members remainedundaunted, both
by theprospect of rain and a couple of
serioushills in their immediate future.

They ride by dawn
Most fall mornings, a slightly sleepy collection
ofmen andwomen rises early to hit the road.

By Colleen Walsh | Harvard Staff Writer
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Athletics

“I started out
with no ath-
letic back-
ground, and
now cycling
has become
a huge part
of my life,”
says HUCA
member Eun
Young Choi
(left).

Photos by Justin Ide | Harvard Staff Photographer
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Newsmakers

HARVARD FOUNDATION HONORS
JAGLAND WITH HUMANITARIAN AWARD
The Harvard Foundation of Harvard Uni-
versity presented its annual Humanitar-
ian Award to Thorbjørn Jagland,
chairman of the Nobel Peace Prize
Committee and secretary-general of the
Council of Europe.

The award, which bears the signature
of Harvard’s president, was given in
recognition of Jagland’s “notable contri-
butions to humanitarianism and the
cause of peace.” While at Harvard,
Jagland delivered the Peter J. Gomes
Humanitarian Lecture and the Jodidi
Lecture on World Peace at Harvard’s
Weatherhead Center for International
Affairs.

“Harvard University was proud to honor
Thorbjørn Jagland for his commitment
to human rights and individual free-
doms,” said S. Allen Counter, director
of the Harvard Foundation. “Our stu-
dents and faculty were impressed with
his humanitarian philosophy and his
heartfelt remarks.”

The award was presented at Harvard’s
historic Winthrop House, the college
residence of President John F.
Kennedy and Sen. Robert Kennedy.
Previous recipients of the award in-
clude U.N. Secretaries-General Kofi
Annan, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and
Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, in addition to
Noble Peace Prize winners Eli Wiesel,
Jose Ramos-Horta, and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu.

HSPH PROFESSOR AWARDED FOR
DIABETES RESEARCH
Columbia University Medical Center
presented the 2010 Naomi Berrie
Award for Outstanding Achievement in
Diabetes Research to Gökhan S. Ho-
tamisligil, the James Stevens Sim-
mons Professor of Genetics and
Metabolism and the chair of the De-
partment of Genetics and Complex Dis-
eases at the Harvard School of Public
Health. Hotamisligil was honored on
Nov. 20 for his important advances in
understanding the molecular basis for
links between obesity, diabetes, and
heart disease.

“Gökhan Hotamisligil’s group studies
have demonstrated that inflammation
plays an important role in obesity, in-
sulin resistance, and type 2 diabetes,”
said Rudolph Leibel, co-director of the
Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center, and
chairman of the selection committee.
“This work has led to novel ideas for
the treatment of these disorders and
their consequences.”

Established by the Russell Berrie Foun-
dation in 2000, the award was de-
signed to promote and reward
outstanding achievement in the field,
while simultaneously helping to pro-
mote important scientific collaborations
across institutions and furthering the
careers of especially promising young
diabetes investigators. Each year, the
recipient — a senior scientist outside
Columbia who has made major contri-
butions to diabetes research — is given
$100,000 to support a two-year re-
search fellowship for a student or re-
search fellow in his or her laboratory.

CERAMICS PROGRAM HOSTS
HOLIDAY SHOW AND SALE
The Ceramics Program of Harvard’s Of-
fice for the Arts will present its annual
holiday show and sale Dec. 9-12 at
219 Western Ave. in Allston.

For more than 40 years, the program
has provided a creative environment for
Harvard students, staff, and faculty as
well as designers, artists, and scholars
from Greater Boston to international
arenas. This holiday season, more than
60 artists will present an extraordinary
selection of ceramic work from func-
tional to sculptural masterpieces. This
popular exhibition attracts several thou-
sand visitors each year.

For hours and other information, visit
http://www.ofa.fas.harvard.edu/ceram-
ics/show.php.

THREE SCHOLARS RECOGNIZED FOR
MUSIC CONTRIBUTIONS
Three scholars from Harvard’s Music
Department received prizes at the Soci-
ety for Ethnomusicology conference in
Los Angeles in early November.

G. Gordon Watts Professor of Music
and Professor of African and African
American Studies Kay Kaufman Shele-
may was awarded the 2010 Jaap
Kunst Prize for the most significant arti-
cle published in the field of ethnomusi-
cology for her piece “The Power of
Silent Voices: Women in the Syrian Jew-
ish Musical Tradition.”

Graduate student Katherine Lee, a
teaching fellow in music at the Gradu-
ate School of Arts and Sciences, won
both the 2010 Charles Seeger Prize for
Best Student Paper of the year and the
2010 Martin Hatch Award of the Soci-
ety for Asian Music for “P’ungmul, Poli-
tics, and Protest: Drumming During
South Korea’s Democratization Move-
ment.”

Kiri Miller, Ph.D. ‘05, this year’s
Bunting Fellow at the Radcliffe Institute
for Advanced Study, was awarded for
her recent Journal of the Society for
American Music article “Schizophonic
Performance: Guitar Hero, Rock Band,
and Virtual Virtuosity.” She nabbed the
Richard Waterman Junior Scholar Prize
for the most significant article in ethno-
musicology written by a member of the
Society for Ethnomusicology and an
honorable mention for the Jaap Kunst
Prize.

HARVARD OVERSEER TO PERFORM AT
NOBEL CEREMONY
Harvard Board of Overseers member
and virtuoso violinist Lynn Chang ’75
was selected by the Norwegian Nobel
Peace Prize Committee to perform at
the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize cere-
monies in Oslo, Norway, on Dec. 10.

“This is an important and exciting mo-
ment in our history,” said Chang, who
is professor of violin at Boston Conser-
vatory. “Music is a universal language
that has no political agenda. Yet music
can change hearts and open minds.”

PBHA LAUNCHES HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE
Phillips Brooks House Association
(PBHA) has launched Harvard’s annual
holiday gift drive — an effort to collect
more than 1,000 gifts for children in
Boston and Cambridge. The drive,
which will run through Dec. 15, will
provide books, games, toys, art sup-

Thorbjørn Jagland (left), chair-
man of the Nobel Peace Prize
Committee, met with Harvard
President Drew Faust (far right)
in Massachusetts Hall. Jagland
was visiting Harvard as a guest
of S. Allen Counter, director of
the Harvard Foundation.

Photo by Justin Ide | Harvard Staff Photographer
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plies, and sports equipment to
children, many of whose parents
are impoverished, incarcerated, or
homeless. Last year, PBHA do-
nated approximately 1,500 gifts to
18 agencies in Allston-Brighton,
Boston, Cambridge, Dorchester,
and Roxbury. Faculty, staff, and
students are invited to donate gifts
for children of all ages. Gifts must
be new and unwrapped.

In addition to gifts, PBHA will ac-
cept gently used or new clothing
items on behalf of the Harvard
Square Homeless Shelter. Dona-
tions can be left in marked recep-
tacles on the first floor of PBHA.

For more information, email lva-
lente@fas.harvard.edu.

48 SENIORS ELECTED TO
PHI BETA KAPPA
Forty-eight seniors were recently
elected to the Harvard College
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa (PBK),
Alpha Iota of Massachusetts.

The Alpha Iota of Massachusetts
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa was
first established under a charter in
1779. Shifting from a social and
debating club in its early years to
an undergraduate honor society in
the 19th century, PBK is known as
the oldest academic honor society
in the country.

Under the national Phi Beta Kappa
mission to foster and recognize ex-
cellence in the liberal arts and sci-
ences, election to Alpha Iota of
Massachusetts signifies that an
undergraduate has demonstrated
excellence, reach, originality, and
rigor in his or her course of study.
The honor society recognizes those
whose course work exemplifies not
only high achievement but also
breadth of interest, depth of under-
standing, and intellectual honesty.
Twenty-four juniors are elected
each spring, 48 seniors each fall,
and a further number sufficient to
bring the total membership to no
more than 10 percent of the gradu-
ating class in the final election
shortly before Commencement.

This group will be inducted at a for-
mal ceremony on campus on Dec.
6.

Adams House: Davida Fernandez-

Barkan, Benjamin Lerner, Alexan-
der Sherbany

Cabot House: Johnny Hu, Dayan
Li, Charles Liu, Timothy Maher,
Andrea Spector

Currier House: Richard Kwant,
Jessica Yuan

Dunster House: Samuel Barr, Tess
Hellgren, Cameron Kirk-Giannini,
Jacob McNulty, John Stokes

Eliot House: Eric Dong, Joseph
Jampel, Kevin Liu, Alexandra Lu,
Ezekiel Nadler, Nicolas Roth,
Emily Shire

Kirkland House: Jennifer Kurdyla,
Basima Tewfik, Emily Wilkinson,
Baltazar Zavala

Leverett House: Sarah Hallett,
Elizabeth Pezza, Daphne Xiao, Di-
anne Xiao, Taylor Yi

Lowell House: Keru Cai, Courtney
Fiske, Akeel Rangwala, Jonathan
Warsh

Mather House: Peter Bernard, Jes-
sica Newman, Tannis Thorlakson,
William Weingarten

Pforzheimer House: David Gooten-
berg, Catherine Ntube

Quincy House: Zachary Frankel,
Alexander McNaughton, Shervin
Tabrizi

Winthrop House: Grace Baumgart-
ner, Daniel Lage, Kwee Boon
Seah, Nihar Shah

BOOK AWARD NAMED IN
MIDDLE EAST SCHOLAR’S HONOR
At its annual meeting Nov. 18-21,
the Middle East Studies Associa-
tion (MESA) announced a new
book award named for Professor
Roger Owen of Harvard’s Center
for Middle Eastern Studies
(CMES). The Roger Owen Book
Award will recognize work on the
economics, economic history, or
political economy of the Middle
East and North Africa in the mod-
ern period, and will be awarded bi-
ennially to a single recipient.

In the announcement of the award,
MESA stated, “The purpose of the
award is to honor the work of

Roger Owen, A.J. Meyer Professor
of Middle East History at Harvard
University, and to encourage new
scholarship incorporating econom-
ics and economic factors.”

To read the full story, visit
http://cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/no
de/2268.

HARVARD PROF WINS PRIZE FOR
CRIMINOLOGY STUDY
The 2011 Stockholm Prize in Crimi-
nology has been jointly awarded to
John Laub of the National Institute
of Justice and Harvard’s Henry
Ford II Professor of the Social Sci-
ences Robert Sampson for their
research showing why and how
criminals stop offending.

The authors of the longest life-
course study of criminal behavior
ever conducted, Laub and Samp-
son discovered that even very ac-
tive criminals can stop committing
crimes for good after key turning
points in their lives. In their sam-
ple of 500 male offenders born in
the 1920s, these turning points in-
cluded marriage, military service,
employment, and other ways of
cutting off their social ties to their
offending peer group.

These findings, reported in their
books “Crime in the Making: Path-
ways and Turning Points Through
Life” and “Shared Beginnings, Di-
vergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to
Age 70,” as well as in numerous
articles, have had broad influence
in criminology worldwide. They
have also influenced the policy de-
bate about criminal justice and
sentencing policy, especially con-
cerning the potential for rehabilita-
tion. Their work has influenced
other scholars to search for means
by which offenders can be as-
sisted to break their links to other
offenders, such as by moving to
new communities.

Laub and Sampson will receive the
prize on June 14 in a ceremony at
Stockholm City Hall. The award is
presented in conjunction with the
Stockholm Criminology Sympo-
sium.

— Compiled by Sarah Sweeney

Charles Christenson, 80

Charles J. “Chuck”
Christenson, a spe-
cialist in managerial
accounting and con-
trol, died of natural
causes at his Cam-
bridge, Mass., home
at the age of 80. At
the time of his death,
he was the Royal Little
Professor of Business
Administration Emeri-

tus at Harvard Business School (HBS).

A member of the active HBS faculty for al-
most 40 years, Christenson had a distin-
guished career as an innovator, teacher, and
scholar.

To read the full obituary, visit www.hbs.edu/
news/releases/charleschristenson.html.

Jocelyn Spragg, 70

Jocelyn Spragg, who
joined the Harvard Med-
ical School (HMS) faculty
in 1972, was the faculty
director of diversity pro-
grams and special aca-
demic resources in the
division of medical sci-
ences at HMS, as well as
a research scientist, edu-
cator, mentor, and tire-
less promoter of

educational opportunities for underrepresented
students, died Nov. 2 at her home in Jamaica
Plain, Mass. She was 70.

To read the full obituary, visit http://hvd.gs/
66569.

Obituaries

Memorial Service

Brian Marsden, 73

Brian Marsden passed
away on Nov. 18 after a
prolonged illness at the
age of 73. He was a su-
pervisory astronomer at
the Smithsonian Astro-
physical Observatory at
the Harvard-Smithsonian
Center for Astrophysics.
To read the full obituary,
visit www.cfa.harvard.

edu/news/2010/pr201025.html.

Service set for John Huchra
A memorial service for John Peter Huchra, the
Robert O. & Holly Thomis Doyle Professor of
Cosmology, will be held at 3 p.m. Dec. 3 in
room 104 of Hilles Center, 59 Shepard St. in
Cambridge. Huchra died on Oct. 8.

A reception will follow at 4:30 p.m. in Phillips
Auditorium at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center
for Astrophysics, 60 Garden St. For those un-
able to attend, a webcast of the memorial is
being arranged.

To read the full obit, visit http://hvd.gs/
62863. For more information, call 617.495.
1490.
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A green Kennedy School
Efforts to conserve energy are bearing fruit
thanks to a student-founded environmental
coalition that works with staff and faculty.

By Krysten Keches | Harvard Correspondent

This is one of a series of occasional stories on the measures that Schools
at Harvard are taking to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

WhenAnnika Brink,M.P.P. ’11, arrived at theHarvardKennedy
School (HKS) last fall, she saw the need for a coalition of students
committed to hands-on environmental action. Brink is now a co-
leader of Kennedy School Climate Action (KSCA), a group that she
helped to found that works with faculty and staff to institute and pro-
mote green initiatives on campus.

During the past year, members of KSCA have hosted a number of
events, including a bike day to encourage green commuting (com-
plete with tire pumps and freemechanic services fromEastern
Mountain Sports) and a zero waste “QuorumCall,” the weekly social
event at HKS, featuring an all-localmenu and compostable plates,
cups, and flatware.

Last February, KSCA collaboratedwith RobGogan, supervisor of Fa-
cilitiesMaintenance Operations Recycling and SolidWaste Removal,
on a student-runwaste audit, the first of its kind at HKS.

“We dressed up like wewere handling biohazardousmaterial, with
masks, gloves, caps, and surgical gowns, andwe sorted through
garbage,” said Brink. “We pulled out things that could have been recy-
cled, reused, or composted, and from that we came upwith a break-
down of howwell HKSwas doing with recycling.”

Overall, they found that 40 percent of the 130 pounds of trash they
sorted could have been reused or recycled. An additional 25 percent
of the trash— including paper towels, fruit peels, tea bags, and even a
bouquet of roses— could have been composted. They attribute some
of the confusion about recyclables to the recent switch frommulti-
ple-stream to single-stream recycling. In response, KSCA is working

withHKSFacilitiesManagement and
the staff-led Sustainability Initiative
(HKSSI, formerly known as theHKS
Green Team) to improve the recycling
system and develop additional recycling
education.

“We are working on instituting a pro-
gram of clearer signage,” explained Jef-
freyMartin, director of the Office of
FacilitiesManagement at HKS. “We
purchased new recycling canisters this
summer, andwe plan to have display ta-
bles during peak times in the café that
explain what is and isn’t recyclable.”

KSCA plans to track the School’s
progress by conducting another waste
audit this year. All HKS buildings have
gone through ASHRAE (American Soci-
ety of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-
Conditioning Engineers) level 2 energy
audits. This summer, FacilitiesManage-
ment implemented a number of recom-
mended conservationmeasures,
including insulating the roof of the
Belfer building and installing film on all
windows of the south-facing side of the
Littauer building, to reduce heat im-
pact. In 2008, the University set a goal
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 30
percent by 2016 (from 2006 levels, in-
cluding growth). To date,Martin esti-
mates that HKS has achieved 16 percent
of its 30 percent reduction goal.

Cooperation between student and staff
groups is an essential part of greening
efforts at HKS. Last December, the stu-
dent government created a green repre-
sentative. GrahamVanderZanden,
M.P.P. ’11, an activemember of KSCA,
was appointed the first representative.

“The job of the green representative is
to advocate for environmental issues on
campus and to be knowledgeable about
different initiatives,” he said. “It’s im-
portant to connect organizations like
KSCA toHKSSI, and to connect those
groups with important administrative
departments, like Facilities.”

KSCA, HKSSI, andHKSFacilitiesMan-
agement worked together to institute
composting in kitchen and catering op-
erations, and also helped five adminis-
trative offices achieve Leaf 1
certification through the Office for Sus-
tainability’s GreenOffice Program.
Using a series of four checklists, offices
can progressively institute greenmeas-
ures that cut energy use and reduce
waste, such as encouraging use of
reusablemugs, purchasingmaterials
madewith recycled content, and imple-
menting energy-saving powermanage-
ment settings for computers and other
electronics.

“Our goal is to get all theHKS adminis-
trative offices Leaf 1-certified by the end
of the year,” said Vidya Sivan, communi-
cations coordinator and co-chair of
HKSSI. “Wewill also continue to host
‘freecycles.’ Instead of throwing away
the things you don’t need, like un-
wanted office supplies, you can give
them away. It’s a goodway to prevent
waste.”

Students and staff also collaborated on
the installation ofmore than 200 smart
power strips inHKS offices at 124Mt.
Auburn St. (University Place) last
spring. This year they plan to finish the
project and hope to begin installing en-
ergy-saving strips on themain campus.

Thoughmostmajor School events are
zero waste (including the holiday party
and student and staff picnics), members
of KSCA hope to write a zero waste plan
for all of HKS.

“Our general philosophy is that it
should be really easy to be green, and it
should also be fun,” said Brink. “En-
couraging people to be green should
never be a case of nagging. It should be a
changing of norms. Let’s ask, ‘Canwe
make the Kennedy School zero waste?
And how soon could wemake that hap-
pen?’”

Members of Harvard Kennedy School staff Sidney Besse (from left), Neal
Doyle, and Vidya Sivan show examples of items offered at one of the School’s
freecycle events. “Instead of throwing away the things you don’t need ... you
can give them away. It’s a good way to prevent waste,” said Sivan.

“Our goal is to get all the HKS administrative of-
fices Leaf 1-certified by the end of the year,” said
Vidya Sivan, co-chair of the HKS Sustainability Ini-
tiative.
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DEC. 2
9th Boston Latino International
Film Festival: Opening Film.
David Rockefeller Center for Latin Ameri-
can Studies, 1730 Cambridge St., 7:15
p.m. Four days of films, receptions, and
special events, at the DRCLAS and other
locations. More than 40 films from more
than 15 countries will be featured and
10 directors will be attending. All Span-
ish-language films will be subtitled in
English. 617.599.4120, jbar-
riga@bliff.org, www.bliff.org.

DEC. 4
Special Nature Storytime: Reading of
“Skywoman,” an Iroquois Story.
Harvard Museum of Natural History, 26
Oxford St., 2-3 p.m. With Harvard under-
graduate Annabel Beichman. Learn
about the animals represented in the
story through hands-on activities and
gallery connections. Recommended for

elementary school age children. Free
with museum admission; free to cur-
rent Harvard ID holders & one guest.
617.495.3045, hmnh.harvard.edu/
family_programs/index.php.

DEC. 6
Creative Ceilings: How
We Use Errors, Failure
and Physical Limitations
as Catalysts for
Culinary Innovation.
Science Center D, 7-9
p.m. David Chang,
chef at momofuku.
Sponsored by Har-
vard School of Engi-
neering and Applied
Sciences. Free. First-
come, first-seated.
candujar@seas.har-
vard.edu, seas.har-
vard.edu/cooking.

DEC. 9-12
Ceramics Program Holiday Show
and Sale.
219 Western Ave., Allston. Work by
more than 60 potters and sculptors
on view. Opening reception Dec. 9, 3-
8 p.m.; Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Pre-
sented by Ceramics Program, Office
for the Arts. ceramics@fas.harvard.
edu, ofa.fas.harvard.edu/ceramics/
show.php.

DEC. 14
Organ Dedication Concert.
Appleton Chapel, the Memorial
Church, 8 p.m. Professor Thomas
Murray of Yale University will give the
dedication recital of the newly in-
stalled and restored Skinner organ,
Op. 793, in Appleton Chapel. Tickets
will be available at the door.
617.495.5508, memorialchurch.
harvard.edu/index.php.

DEC. 15
Ambient Reel Time: Recordings of the
Black Mountain School.

Room 330, Lamont Library, Harvard
Yard, 3 p.m. Featuring formative mem-
bers and outliers of the Black Mountain
School, including Robert Creeley,
Robert Duncan, Denise Levertov, and
Charles Olson. Free and open to the
public. hcl.harvard.edu/libraries/
houghton/collections/poetry_room.ht
ml.

DEC. 16
Asylum: Inside the Closed World of
State Mental Hospitals.
Minot Room, Countway Library, Harvard
Medical School, 10 Shattuck Street,
Boston, 4-5:30 p.m. Chris Payne. Part
of the Colloquium on the History of Psy-
chiatry and Medicine series. Free.
david_satin@hms.harvard.edu.

THROUGH JAN. 8
The Blue Flower.
Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle St.,
7:30 p.m., with additional matinees.
Ride the twisted rails of history from
Belle Epoque Paris to the WWI battle-
fields in this musical play about four
lovers and friends finding their way
through a world in pieces. Tickets begin
at $25; student rush $15; senior citi-
zens $10 off; group rates available.
617.547.8300, americanrepertorythe-
ater.org/events/show/blue-flower.

THROUGH MAY 14
Brush and Ink Reconsidered:
Contemporary Chinese Landscapes.
Arts of Asia galleries, floor 2, Sackler
Museum. This installation offers high-
lights from the Harvard Art Museums’
growing collection of recent Chinese ink
paintings, which invite us to examine
the meaning of “contemporary” in non-
Western contexts. harvardartmuse-
ums.org/exhibitions/#temporary,
harvardartmuseums.org/visit/.

The deadline for Calendar submissions is Wednesday by
5 p.m., unless otherwise noted. Calendar events are
listed in full online. All events need to be submitted via
the online form at news.harvard.edu/gazette/calendar-
submission. Email calendar@harvard.edu with questions.
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Meghan McGeary in “The Blue Flower,” at the A.R.T. through Jan. 8.
Photo by Andrew Hammer

See complete Calendar online�news.
harvard.edu/gazette/section/calendar

Calendar HIGHLIGHTS FOR DECEMBER 2010

ABOVE: Luo Jianwu, “Dragon Cypress,” Chinese, 2005–9,
framed wall scroll, ink and color on paper
Photo by Katya Kallsen © President and Fellows of Harvard College
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Within the dark-paneled Junior Common
Room of Kirkland House, comedic duo Peter
and Bobby Farrelly, the masterminds behind
the teenage hilarity in the films “Dumb and
Dumber” and “There’s Something About
Mary,” entertained a crowd recently as part
of the popular series “Conversations with
Kirkland.”

The series, started by Kirkland resident
scholar Peter Emerson in 2002 and co-spon-
sored by the Office for the Arts, featured the
New Englanders from Cumberland, R.I., who
were introduced as the “renaissance men of

comedy” by program coordinator Iris Lee ’12.

The brothers, a year and a half apart in age,
rapidly fell into a natural, humorous banter, a
trait they have shared since childhood. They
recounted a short history of their failures lo-
cally and a move to Hollywood, and they
chalked up much of their success in Tinsel-
town to their sibling bond.

Peter explained that having a brother with
you to “fend off the studio” gives them a
huge advantage. Having “a brother who is
your partner,” he said, “who you also know
has your best interests — he’s never going
to hurt you — it’s a great thing.”

Photos and text by Justin Ide | Harvard Staff Photographer

A look inside: Kirkland House

Online� View photo gallery: hvd.gs/67617

A Farrelly funny evening
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