
A Guide For UC Students And Employees On 

Homeland Security Levels 
 
While there are many variables in the University’s security response to changes in the 
Homeland Security Threat Level, this document identifies general changes or impacts 
that students and employees can expect to see. 
 

Level Emergency Actions That May Occur 

Severe 
A terrorist attack has 

occurred or is 
imminent.  Normally 
applies to a specific 

location. 

• Classes may be cancelled 
• Buildings may be closed 
• Expect delays in entering garages and buildings 
• Expect severe restrictions to visitors, vendors, and deliveries 

High 
High risk of terrorist 

attack, but no 
specific target 

identified. 

• Access to buildings may be restricted to a single point 
• Visitors, vendors, and deliveries may receive increased scrutiny 
• Parking may be restricted in some areas 
• Delays may be expected in entering garages and buildings 
• Belongings may be inspected prior to entry to some areas 

Elevated 
Elevated risk of 

terrorist attack, but 
no specific region or 

target identified. 

• Increased security presence may be expected at large events 
• Belongings may be inspected prior to entry to some events 
 

Guarded 
General risk of 

terrorism, but no 
specific threats or 

targets. 

• Employees should expect to participate in drills or training 
exercises in relation to emergency procedures 

Low 
Low risk of terrorist 

attacks. 
• Students and employees will be issued identification badges 
• Employees will receive periodic training in emergency 

procedures 

 
 
 
 
University of Cincinnati Department of Public Safety 
Emergency Services 
For further information please see www.uc.edu/techserv/emergency_planning.htm 
Or call 556-4909 


