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Abstract

The purpose of the thesis is to examine whether the second war of independence from
1332-41 was a ‘national’ war or simply a series of regional conflicts. Three separate but
overlapping influences are examined: national identity, the extent to which the different
regions of Scotland were drawn in, and the landed interests involved in each region. These
three issues are considered for the first time using a prosophographical approach,
examining the background and actions of the key players in the conflict, the higher nobility

of Scotland.

The thesis examines, first of all, the role of the higher nobility of Scotland in the 1330s. It
then looks at each of the recognisable regions of the country in turn, considering who the
key members of the higher nobility were in each region, what their interests were and to
what extent they were involved in the region. Finally it looks at the motivations of these
individuals, primarily from the perspective of national identity, or perhaps more accurately,
regnal solidarity. Its conclusion is that the second war of independence was indeed a
national war, centred as it was on the interests of the kingdom as a national entity but that
other factors — the legitimacy of the Bruce and Balliol claims, the influence of family
allegiances through marriage, the personal safety of the members of the higher nobility, the

threat of forfeiture and their personal ambitions - were also at work.
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PART 1

CHAPTER 1 — INTRODUCTION

The 1330s was a turbulent time for Scotland. A prolonged period of both civil war and war
with England from 1296 to 1327 had ended with the apparent defeat of the enemies of
Robert | and the Treaty of Edinburgh-Northampton of 1328, under which the two realms
ostensibly made peace. A year later Robert | had died and by 1332 Scotland was once
more at war. This renewed conflict has been generally labelled the ‘Second Scottish War

of Independence’.

While there is no doubt that the second war began in 1332 there is more uncertainty as to
when it ended. Unlike the first war, there was no peace treaty between Scotland and
England bringing the armed conflict to an end. Scotland’s higher nobility and military
leaders largely succeeded in ridding the country of both the supporters of Edward Balliol
and English administration by the time David Il returned from exile to Scotland in 1341.
However, warfare continued in the form of minor skirmishes throughout the 1340s,
culminating in the major Scottish reverse at Neville’s Cross in 1346. Neville’s Cross was
followed by a small-scale invasion of Scotland by Balliol but by 1354, if not before, the
country, with the exceptions of Roxburgh and Berwick, had once again been cleared of
Balliol forces and English control. With the surrender by Balliol of his claim to the
kingdom in 1356 and the ransom of David Il the following year after eleven years in

English custody, the independence of Scotland was finally assured.

It can be argued therefore that there was no definitive end date for the second war of
independence; that it simply petered out. The 25 years from 1332 to 1357, however, can be
divided into distinct phases according to the degree to which armed warfare predominated.
Between 1332 and 1341 the intensity of the conflict was far greater than during any other
phase. During this period, there were three major battles;" there were two major and other
smaller invasions by Balliol/Plantagenet armies; the conflict between the Bruce and Balliol
parties and between the Bruce Scots and the English king Edward Il was at its height;

David Il returned to Scotland after seven years of exile in France, symbolically marking a

! Dupplin Moor in 1332; Halidon Hill in 1333; and Culblean in 1335.
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turning, if not an end point; and the English presence in Scotland was virtually ended, with

only Roxburgh and Berwick remaining in Edward III’s hands.

This thesis examines the second war of independence from 1332 to 1341. It does so for the
first time from the perspective of the major participants. The supporters of the Bruce and
Balliol parties and of Edward Il were pivotal to the successes and failures of their
respective causes. Given the alleged frequent shifting of alliance that went on during this
period, it seems important to consider whether the participants acted purely out of self
interest or whether there were deeper loyalties to ‘the cause’ or to the concept of national
identity as it was then understood. The difficulty is that, because of the scarcity of primary
sources from 1329 to 1341 little is known in detail about these participants compared with
the depth of knowledge we have of the major, heroic figures of the first war of
independence. This study brings together for the first time what is known about all the
major participants in the second war. For the most part they are the higher nobility of
Scotland — earls, provincial lords and major barons — but the prosopography also includes
‘Scoti Anglicati’, those Scots owing allegiance to Edward Ill, and those major English
barons who owned land and property in Scotland or who laid claims to such possessions.
By examining the background and actions of these individuals as far as they can be
ascertained and by considering their motivations, the study examines whether the second
war was a national war or simply a series of regional conflicts. ‘National’ in this context
suggests a coming together of three separate but overlapping influences — national
identity/regnal solidarity, the extent to which the different regions of Scotland were drawn

in, and the landed interests of the principal participants.

The thesis is divided into two parts. Part 1, containing Chapters 2 to 5, examines the
structure of the political establishment in Scotland on the death of Robert I in 1329 — earls,
provincial lords, senior nobles, senior clergy and those officials making up what can be
termed ‘royal government’, with attention centred very much on the first three. None of the
primary sources seem to attach particular significance to the last two in any leadership role.
This is in contrast to the key role played by Scotland’s higher clergy in the first war of
independence. The focus of this study, therefore, will be on the 51 members of the senior
nobility who were prominent in the events of the 1330s. Part 1 examines how the war
physically affected each region of Scotland, defining the regions and considering how
much ‘action’ took place in each and whether that action was bound up with the interests

of the leading players (Scottish nobles and English magnates, if any) in each region. It
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considers the motives of each of the key players in the conflict and also looks at what form
national identity was likely to have taken in the 1330s. It considers how far national
identity had developed by then and the extent to which it influenced the positioning of the
leading nobility on the Balliol or Bruce side. Finally it draws these issues together and
offers conclusions on the extent to which the second war of independence was national in

character.

Part 2 is the prosopography, a collection of biographical sketches of 68 key participants in
the war, brought together here in a single place for the first time. These are the people who
are mentioned in the primary sources as playing a leading role, whether as Bruce or Balliol
supporters or as Englishmen (and one ‘native’ Scotsman) who owed their loyalty primarily
to Edward I11. Fifty-two of the names listed are Scotsmen or women, ? 15 are Englishmen
and one is a Frenchman. It has been felt necessary to examine the detailed role played by
these individuals in a separate Part to avoid the distraction from the main arguments in the

thesis that would result from interjecting such details into the main narrative.

? Including Gilbert, earl of Umfraville, although he might equally well be listed as English.
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CHAPTER 2 — THE POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT OF SCOTLAND IN 1332

The political establishment in medieval Scotland normally would have consisted of the
king, the higher nobility and the senior clergy. In 1332 the king, David Il, was eight years
old. Both he and the country were under the protection of the Guardian, Thomas Randolph,
earl of Moray, and power was exercised in the king’s name by members of the higher

nobility and the senior clergy.

Higher Nobility

The ‘higher nobility’ in Scotland was a small but privileged and powerful class of
magnates, probably around 50 in number, ranked according to their wealth and power,
measured normally by the size of the estates they owned or the territories they ruled over.
Although, unlike their counterparts in England, their collective identity or sense of social
supremacy was not particularly marked,® there was certainly recognition in Scottish society
of an order of rank. The earls were at the top, with their authority, dignity and status
derived from their historical position as successors to the ancient mormaers or rulers of the
Celtic provinces of Scotland.* Like those mormaers, they exercised considerable political
and military authority within their earldoms, including, at least in the period with which
this study is concerned, the power to raise a local army and to exercise judicial authority.”
An earl’s support for a particular cause in the 1330s, therefore, was a matter of great
importance as he would ensure backing for that cause from amongst his own tenants. If an
earl changed sides, as some of them did during this period, his tenants would also be likely
to change sides. Loyalty to an earl, therefore, might well be stronger than allegiance to the
king, whether Bruce or Balliol.

® A. Grant, Independence and Nationhood: Scotland 1306-1469 (Edinburgh, 1984), 121-2; M. McKisack,
The Fourteenth Century (Oxford, 1959), 100; J. Goodare, ‘Estates in the Scottish Parliament’, in C. Jones
(ed.), The Scots and Parliament (Edinburgh, 1996), 12.

* Dauvit Broun, ‘Mormaers’, in John Cannon (ed.), Oxford Companion to British History, (Oxford, 1997),
656; G.W.S. Barrow, Robert Bruce and the Community of the Realm of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1988), 3.

> Barrow, Bruce, 3; idem, The Anglo-Norman Era in Scottish History (Oxford, 1980), 159, 161. Alexander
Grant has demonstrated that by the end of the fourteenth century this power was obsolete. A. Grant, ‘The
development of the Scottish peerage’, SHR, 57 (1978), 5.
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Earldoms were large areas of Scotland stretching for hundreds of square miles.® However
there were also lords whose estates were often so large that they were regarded in practice
as holding power and authority equal to the earls.” The holders of these ‘provincial
lordships’ often held more than one lordship and, in the single case in the 1330s of the
Randolphs, an earldom as well.> When this is considered alongside turnover of personnel
through death, failure to produce a male heir, and occasionally forfeiture to the crown, it is
not surprising that the number of earldoms and provincial lordships never equated with the
actual number of persons holding them.® In 1332, at the start of the period covered by this
study, the estimated 29 earldoms and provincial lordships in Scotland in the 1330s were
held by 18 individuals, with one provincial lordship (Galloway) vacant and possession of
one (Strathnaver) unclear. When David Il returned to Scotland on 3 June 1341, the number
of title holders was 17, with one earldom extinct (Atholl), one vacant (Carrick), one
provincial lordship vacant (Galloway) and another unclear (Strathnaver). In geographical
size the earldoms and provincial lordships covered two-thirds of the country.

Earls and provincial lords differed from the barons and ‘freeholders’ who constituted the
other two categories traditionally recognised as the ‘nobility’. The estates of Scotland’s
400 or so barons were much smaller in size than those of earls or provincial lords, ‘much
more like a parish than a province.”’® Grant has estimated that within the baronies a
distinction could be made between a few barons whose estates were larger than a parish,
sometimes even larger than some provinces and the vast majority of others, whose estates
were the size of a parish at most and frequently much smaller.* The former tended to
receive individual summonses to parliament, whereas the others did not.? Grant’s

classification of the Scottish nobility into five categories — earls, provincial lords, greater

® The earldom of Douglas, created by David Il in 1358, was the first in Scotland where the lands were
scattered and were not based on a single land mass. A. Grant, ‘The Higher Nobility in Scotland and their
Estates, ¢.1371-1424" (unpublished D. Phil thesis, Oxford University, 1975), 44.

" G.W.S. Barrow, Feudal Britain (London, 1956), 232-3.

® For a thorough discussion of the development of provinces and lordships see S. Reynolds, Kingdoms and
Communities in Western Europe 900-1300 (Oxford, 1984), 217-49.

% A. Grant, “Earls and Earldoms in Late Medieval Scotland (c.1310-1360)’, in J. Bossey and P. Jupp (eds.),
Essays Presented to Michael Roberts (Belfast, 1976), 25.

10 A. Grant, ‘Higher Nobility and their Estates’, 28. Elsewhere Grant has estimated that there were over 900
parishes in Scotland between the later twelfth century and the Reformation and he specifically identified 925
by 1400. Because of the paucity of records for the 1330s it is impossible to know precisely the number of
parishes in Scotland at that time but it must have approximated to 900. A. Grant, ‘Franchises North of the
Border: Baronies and Regalities in Medieval Scotland’, in M. Prestwich (ed.) Liberties and ldentities in
Medieval Britain and Ireland, (Woodbridge, 2008), 160.

| auderdale, for example, was probably comparable in size to the Douglas estates in Bothwell, Carnwath
and Douglasdale. P.B. McNeill and H.L. MacQueen (eds.) Atlas of Scottish History to 1707 (Edinburgh,
1996), 183.

12 Although the practice of summoning freeholders to Parliament was a relatively recent one, begun only
after 1318 because of Robert I’s need for general support. See A.A.M. Duncan, ‘The Early Parliaments of
Scotland’, SHR, 45 (1966), 54.
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barons, barons and freeholders (“other nobles™) is therefore more useful.*® Given their hold
on political power in Scotland, it is with the first three of these categories that this study is

concerned.

Hereditary in title, both the earldoms and the provincial lordships were the focus of
community life, custom and loyalty to their ruling families. The earls and provincial lords
were concerned with the advancement of their families’ interests and they exercised a real
dominance over their territories, frequently limiting the ability of the crown to interfere.'
For the most part, though, their dominant role was performed in cooperation rather than in
conflict with the king.™® The earls and provincial lords were representatives of central
government, frequently acting as justiciars or sheriffs on behalf of the crown. For many
these offices, indeed, were hereditary to the regional or local family. They were expected
to attend parliaments and councils and they were frequent witnesses to royal charters.
Because of their role in governance these great nobles required to have a national, if not
international outlook. Holmes, writing in relation to England, refers to the fate of an earl’s
inheritance or the direction of his allegiance as being ‘... matters of national concern and

national politics.”*® The same held true in Scotland.

However, while the earls may have been recognised as foremost in the ranking order - and
certainly an earldom, with the dignity and status associated with it, was something that an
ambitious noble, even a provincial lord, might aspire to — for some nobles possession of an
earldom was not as important as recognition of leadership within the elite. In matters of
governance or military leadership earls were not always pre-eminent. The senior branch of
the Comyn family, for example, was headed by John Comyn, a provincial lord, and not by
the earl of Buchan, who headed the second branch. Earls, provincial lords and nobles all
sat together in parliaments and councils. The guardianship appointed in 1286 on the death
of Alexander Ill consisted of equal numbers - two each - of earls, barons (only one of

whom was a ‘provincial lord’) and senior clergy.’’” Similarly the council of twelve, who

13 A. Grant, ‘The Development of the Scottish Peerage’, SHR, 57 (1978), 2.

¥ For full accounts of the role of the Scottish earls see M. Brown, The Wars of Scotland, 1214-1371
(Edinburgh, 2004), 304-5; R. Frame, The Political Development of the British Isles 1100-1400 (Oxford,
1995), 309; D. Ditchburn and A.J. Macdonald, ‘Medieval Scotland, 1100-1560’, in R. Houston and W.W.J.
Knox (eds.) The New Penguin History of Scotland from the Earliest Times to the Present Day(London,
2001). 141; M.H. Brown, ‘Scotland Tamed? Kings and Magnates in Late Medieval Scotland: a Review of
Recent Work’, IR, 45 (1994), 124. For a comparison with the peerage in England see C. Given Wilson, The
English Nobility in the Late Middle Ages (London, 1987).

5 M.H. Brown, ‘Scotland Tamed?’, 123-4.

18 G. Holmes, The Estates of the Higher Nobility in Fourteenth Century England (Cambridge, 1957) 5.

Y The recently discovered ‘Schoyen Chronicle’, however, intriguingly refers to seven Guardians, the seventh
being the Bishop of Dunkeld, which would suggest that the Guardians were chosen, not to achieve parity of
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took control of government away from King John Balliol in 1295, comprised four earls,
four barons and four clergy. William Wallace, who assumed sole guardianship in 1298,
was not even a minor baron, his family’s estates being held by his brother. And while
Robert Bruce, earl of Carrick and John Comyn, lord of Badenoch were joint guardians
after Wallace resigned, by the beginning of 1301 John de Soules was appointed sole
guardian. Although Soules’ family held the lordship of Liddesdale, he himself was not a
provincial lord, ‘having only the upland barony of Westerkirk in Eskdale (held of
Enguerand de Guines) and, in right of his wife, the old barony of Ardross on the Fife
coast’.'® These relationships continued in a similar way into the 1330s. Following the
capture of the Guardian, Sir Andrew Murray at Roxburgh in October 1332 the new
Guardian was Sir Alexander Douglas, not John Randolph, earl of Moray described by
Lanercost ... as being of nobler rank and more powerful’.’® And when the nation then
came under the control of two Guardians, Robert Stewart and John Randolph, it was
scarcely important that the Steward, heir presumptive, was not an earl, whereas Randolph
was earl of Moray. Similarly, one of the most powerful lords in Scotland in the 1330s was
John, lord of the Isles, not an earl but a provincial lord, who may even have regarded

himself as of equal status to Edward Balliol within his own lordship.

Although this study does not examine the period after David II’s return from France it is
worth emphasising the continuation of this trend towards an even more equal standing of
earls, provincial lords and greater barons. In 1342 William Douglas surrendered his
recently bestowed title of earl of Atholl to Robert Stewart in return for the much smaller
lordship of Liddesdale. For Douglas the opportunity of consolidating his power base in
southern Scotland was far more important than securing an earldom in a region where he
had no other territorial interests. Additionally, in the trial of Malise earl of Strathearn on 7
June 1344 by Parliament, there were 19 judges but only three of them were earls - Duncan

earl of Fife, Malcolm, earl of Wigtown and John Graham, earl of Menteith.*

The existence of three separate groups throughout this period was perhaps more a need to
ensure that there was a broad based representation of the ‘community’ than a specific

recognition that there were three different ‘classes’ of nobility who should be accorded, if

status but because an odd number was needed in order to achieve a majority. [http:// www. breakingofbritain.
ac.uk/blogs/feature-of-the-month/september-2011-the-guardians-in-1286-and-wallaces-uprising-in-1297/,
accessed 3 December 2011].

18 Barrow, Bruce, 115; See also N. Reid, ‘The Kingless Kingdom: the Scottish guardianships of 1286-1306°,
SHR, 61 (1982), 105-29.

!9 Chron. Lanercost, 276.

20 . Maitland Thomson, ‘A Roll Call of the Scottish Parliament, 1344°, SHR, 35 (1912), 239-40.
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not equal status, then equal weight. This study therefore has gone beyond the holders of the

earldoms and provincial lordships and considers the importance of the ‘greater barons’ in

the events of the 1330s.

In 1329, on the death of King Robert I, there were 13 earldoms in Scotland.?* From north
to south, they were those of Caithness, Sutherland, Ross, Moray, Mar, Atholl, Angus, Fife,
Strathearn, Menteith, Lennox, Carrick, and March (or Dunbar). Another former earldom,
Buchan, had been broken up by Robert over a period of some 20 years, beginning in 1308.
The number of provincial lordships in Scotland, however, cannot be determined so
accurately. The Atlas of Scottish History to 1707 estimated that there were 25 in 1286 but
readily admitted that a fair number were ‘highly conjectural due to lack of full or easily
accessible evidence’.?? Indeed the authors of the Atlas have been criticised for not
including at least one large estate, Glencarnie in central Strathspey, in their list.?®
Alexander Grant estimates that there were 29 earldoms and provincial lordships in Robert
I’s reign, which would imply 16 provincial lordships. However, his map of earldoms and
provincial lordships in “late-medieval Scotland” lists 14 - Strathbogie, Garioch, Badenoch,
Argyll, Renfrew, Cunningham, Kyle, Galloway, Selkirk, Jedworth, Liddesdale, Annandale,
Nithsdale and The Isles.?* This implies that some disappeared, were broken up or were
absorbed into other provincial lordships or earldoms. The uncertainty stems from the
inability to determine exactly when the provincial lordships were recognised as such. This

is particularly acute in Ayrshire, the Borders and off the western seaboard.

The holders of these 29 or so positions derived their status directly from the territories
covered by each. However, in some parts of Scotland, for example Clydesdale and
Lothian, there was no great magnate who could claim the loyalties of the population and
local considerations were likely to be of a higher priority.” Of the other magnates who
could claim to be part of the ‘higher nobility’ of Scotland, there were about 20 or 30 whose
territories may not have been as extensive as the earls or provincial lords, but who were
nevertheless prominent in national affairs, attending parliaments and councils and

witnessing royal charters.?®

2! Grant, ‘Earls and Earldoms’, 24.
22 Atlas of Scottish History, 185. The Atlas, however, shows Sutherland as both an earldom, which it was by
1286, and a provincial lordship.
% A. Ross, ‘The Lords and Lordships of Glencarnie’ in S. Boardman and A. Ross (eds.), The Exercise of
Medieval Power in Scotland (Dublin, 2003), 159.
2% Grant, Independence and Nationhood, 122.
iz C. Brown, The Knights of the Scottish Wars of Independence (Stroud, 2008), 12.
Ibid., 125.
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There were also the holders of the offices of state — chancellor, chamberlain, constable and
marischal — and the 27 or so sheriffs, who together represented royal government in
Scotland. Before the 1330s many of these individuals may also have been earls, provincial
lords or greater barons but after the death of Robert | in 1329, very few came into that
category. Taken together there were probably about 50 persons who, at any one time, could

be counted as members of the higher nobility in Scotland in the 1330s.

In contrast with earlier periods of Scottish history, the higher nobility seem to have co-
operated with the crown to promote good governance. Despite the troubles of the period,
both wars of independence stemmed from the conflicting claims of the Bruce and Balliol
dynasties and the ambitions of successive English monarchs. They were not the result of
difficulties in the power relationships between crown and higher nobility. As Michael
Brown states: ‘Far from a disruptive and divisive force, the power of the magnates in the
areas of their influence is represented as the basis of stability. The regionalist nature of
Scottish politics and the limited ability of the crown to interfere in these regions largely

insulated, it is claimed, the power of local magnates from external threats.” 2’

Senior Clergy

The senior clergy of Scotland operated at the same level as the higher nobility. Many of
Scotland’s higher clergy, or prelates, played a significant role in national affairs during the
first war of independence, possessing as they did recognition of their standing in the
realm’s affairs. Of the six Guardians of 1286, two were from the senior clergy and in 1295
they made up four out of twelve. If the ‘Schoyen Chronicle’ is to be believed, they
comprised three of seven Guardians in 1286.

When the second war of independence began in 1332 there were twelve bishops in
Scotland — St. Andrews, Dunkeld, Aberdeen, Moray, Brechin, Dunblane, Ross, Caithness,
The Isles, Glasgow, Galloway (or Candida Casa), and Argyll.?® However, with few
exceptions, none were prominent in the affairs of the realm in the 1330s. James Ben was

bishop of St Andrews, having been elected on the death of William Lamberton the previous

2" MLH. Brown, ‘Scotland Tamed?’, 124.

%8 The list excludes Orkney, which came under the control of Norway rather than Scotland. The information
in this section is obtained from J. Dowden, The Bishops of Scotland, Being Notes on the Lives of all the
Bishops, under each of the Sees, Prior to the Reformation (Glasgow, 1912) and D.E.R. Watt, Fasti Ecclesiae
Scoticanae Medii Aevi Ad Annum 1638 (St Andrews, 1969).
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year. Ben was a Bruce supporter and fled to Bruges after Dupplin Moor. The bishopric
then lay vacant for over nine years until William Landallis, rector of Kinkel in the diocese
of Aberdeen, was appointed by Pope Benedict XII. William Sinclair had been elected
bishop of Dunkeld in 1312, a solid supporter of Robert I. After Dupplin Moor, Sinclair
possibly went over to the Balliol cause and officiated at the coronation of Edward Balliol
in 1332. He died in 1337 and, as a result of a disputed election to succeed him, the see
remained vacant for seven or eight years. Alexander Kinninmonth was appointed bishop
of Aberdeen by Pope John XXIII without an election, following his failure to secure, on
the death of Lamberton, the bishopric of St Andrews after his election by the canons there
was not confirmed. Alexander had taken part in the visit to the papal curia in 1320 to
present the Declaration of Arbroath and he attended the coronations of both David Il and
Edward Balliol. He remained bishop of Aberdeen until his death in 1344. John Pilmuir,
canon of Ross, was appointed bishop of Moray in 1326 and held the position until his
death in 1362, apparently playing little or no part in national politics. The bishop of
Brechin, Adam Murray, who was appointed in 1328, was one of the exceptions, playing an
important part as David II’s chancellor in 1331-32.?° Although he attended Balliol’s
parliaments of October 1333 and February 1334, he was prominent on the Bruce side as an
ambassador to England in 1335-36 and several times after 1346 when he was a member of
the team negotiating for the release of David Il. The bishop of Dunblane was Maurice,
who, as abbot of Inchaffray, famously had given encouragement to the Scottish forces
before the battle of Bannockburn. Maurice does not appear in records in the 1330s and he
probably died shortly after 1347. Very little is known of Roger Ballinbreth, bishop of Ross
in 1329, other than that he witnessed royal charters in 1328-9 and 1341-2. These dates
suggest that he might have adhered to the Bruce side even though he attended Balliol’s
parliament in 1334.% Similarly little is known of David, bishop of Caithness other than he
was appointed in 1328 and held his bishopric for twelve years. The bishop of the Isles in
1329 was the renowned Bruce supporter, Bernard Linton, chancellor of Scotland between
1307 and 1328, abbot of Arbroath for seventeen years and probable author of the
Declaration of Arbroath. Bernard died in 1331 and was succeeded by Thomas, canon of
Dunkeld, who held the post for eighteen years. The bishop of Glasgow in 1329 was John
Lindsay. Elected to the position in 1317, a year after the death of his illustrious
predecessor, Robert Wishart, he witnessed a grant of Edward Balliol to Edward 11l of 12
February 1334 and attended Balliol’s parliament that year. It is unlikely, however, that he

did so as a supporter of Balliol as he was killed at sea the following year while acting as an

2% Handbook of British Chronology, 174.
% APS, i, 542.
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envoy between the Bruce party in Scotland and David II’s court in France. The see was
then vacant until 1337, when John Wishart succeeded briefly. John died in 1338 and was
succeeded in turn by William Rae, who held the post until 1367. The bishop of Galloway
or Candida Casa in 1329 was Simon Wedale, who perhaps, although it is not certain,
followed the Balliol cause. His election as bishop in 1327, while Robert | was still on the
throne, was confirmed not by the pope but by the Archbishop of York and he was
consecrated in Westminster Abbey. He was present at Balliol’s parliament in 1334.
Simon’s tenure was long, holding the post until his death in 1354, suggesting, if indeed he
was a Balliol sympathiser, either that he subsequently found favour with David Il and even
the various guardians of Scotland during David’s prolonged absence or that the Bruce
cause failed to consolidate itself within Galloway during this period. The longest tenure of
any bishopric at this time was that of Andrew, bishop of Argyll. Appointed around 1299 he
was still bishop at his death in 1341. There is no record of his involvement in national

politics.

If the senior clergy as a group played little part in the events of the 1330s they were still
regarded as important enough for Edward Il to recommend two of his own men to the
vacant see of St Andrews — Robert Ayleston of Berkshire and Robert Tanton, both of
whom were rejected by the pope. They may also have promoted one faction or the other
even if actual support was scarcely tangible. Barrow makes the point, in relation to the first
war of independence, that if the senior clergy used their influence it was because they had
been ‘captured by the national party’ and that their political views would not have been
especially different from the lords or lesser barons, from which most of them came.*! This
can be applied equally to the second war. Thus, of the twelve Scottish bishops, two can be
held to be supporters of the Bruce dynasty — the bishops of Brechin and Glasgow. A third,
James Ben of St Andrews cannot be counted as he fled abroad after the first Bruce reverse
in 1332. None can be described definitively as a Balliol supporter, although the bishop of
Galloway may have been in this category. There is no evidence to support the claim that a
number of important churchmen, in the belief that the verdict of Dupplin Moor was divine
judgement, adhered to Balliol’s cause.** Most seem to have avoided becoming involved in
national politics at all. Only three — the bishops of Dunkeld, Aberdeen and Glasgow —
definitely attended Balliol’s coronation in 1332. Admittedly, given the haste at which this
was arranged following his victory at Dupplin Moor, it would have been difficult for those

31 G.W.S. Barrow, The Kingdom of the Scots: Government, Church and Society from the Eleventh to the
Fourteenth Century, 2". ed., (Edinburgh, 2003), 220.
%2 Nicholson, Edward 111 and the Scots, 90.
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bishops travelling from further afield to be present. Those clergymen of lesser rank who
attended were from the neighbouring areas of Fife, Forthrif, Strathearn and Gowrie.** And
although seven bishops attended his parliament in Edinburgh on 12 February 1334 — the
above three and the bishops of Brechin, Ross, Dunblane and Galloway - of those, Lindsay,
Murray, possibly Ballinbreth and probably Kinninmonth were more likely to have been
sympathetic to the Bruce cause, even if not outright supporters, while the loyalty of
William Sinclair is uncertain. This would imply that, given that there was no specific
business recorded at that parliament which required the attendance of the bishops®*
Scotland’s higher clergy were either attending under duress or they simply deemed it
prudent to be present as the Balliol side was winning the war. Self preservation, as will be

discussed later, was certainly a motivating factor.

Royal Government

Turning now to those involved in the administration of royal government, there were four
great offices of state and about 27 sheriffs in 1329. The chancellor presided over
parliaments and councils and headed the royal chancery.® The role of the office, in effect
‘head of the civil service’ in modern parlance, hardly required it to be held by one of the
great magnates and indeed, possibly with one brief exception, it had been held by a cleric
until April 1340, when, under David Il, Sir Thomas Charteris became the first lay
chancellor.®® The exception may have been William Brisbane, who is named as chancellor
at Balliol’s Parliament of 1332. However, after Balliol’s flight from Annan in December
1332, it is most improbable that Brisbane, an otherwise unknown figure, survived as

chancellor.®’

By contrast, the chamberlain, who was responsible for collecting and disbursing the royal
revenues and overseeing the administration of the royal burghs, was a layman. Sir Robert
Peebles, chamberlain in the last year of Robert I’s reign continued in post until November
1329 and was succeeded in turn by Reginald More (December 1329 to March 1333),
Robert Lauder (September to November 1333), Reginald More again (November 1334 to

%% Chron. Fordun, ii, 347.

% Records of the Parliament of Scotland to 1707, Edinburgh, 9 February 1334 [http://www.rps.ac.uk,
accessed 29 July 2009].

% R. Nicholson, Scotland: the Later Middle Ages (Edinburgh, 1974), 22.

% HBC, 174.

% Balliol’s only other chancellor was William Bullock. R.C. Reid, ‘Edward de Balliol’, TDGNHAS, 35
(1956-57), 49.
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April 1340) and William Bullock (May 1341 to June 1342).*® Sometime in 1334 Sir Alan
Lisle was made Balliol’s ‘Great Chamberlain’*® but he could not have held this post for
long as he was executed by supporters of Robert the Steward in the summer of that year.
More and Lauder were supporters of the Bruce regime after 1329, while Bullock was at
first a Balliol supporter and changed sides when the Balliol cause became hopeless. One
other figure cited as chamberlain was Thomas de Burgh, mentioned as Balliol’s chancellor
in October 1335 and also referred to as chamberlain for Berwick-on-Tweed, held by
Edward I11. De Burgh is also cited as chamberlain and chancellor for both Balliol and
Edward 111.°

The constable was the leading officer in the king’s army. The office dated back to David I.
In 1309 it was given to one of Robert I’s most steadfast supporters, Sir Gilbert Hay, and
was made hereditary. Gilbert still held the title on Robert’s death but on the death of his
own son, Gilbert, at Dupplin Moor, it passed to his grandson, David, who in turn was
killed at Neville’s Cross in 1346.

The marischal’s role was to protect the king’s person and this, too, was a hereditary office,
in the hands of the Keith family. Sir Robert Keith held the post under Robert | and
continued in post until his death at Dupplin Moor. He was succeeded by his son, Robert,

who was killed at Neville’s Cross.

Royal government was most effectively exercised, however, through the sheriffs. In 1306
there were known to be at least 26 sheriffdoms in Scotland — Cromarty, Inverness, Nairn,
Forres, Elgin, Banff, Aberdeen, Kincardine (or Mearns), Forfar, Perth, Auchterarder,
Kinross, Fife, Stirling, Clackmannan, Dumbarton, Ayr, Lanark (or Clydesdale), Wigtown,
Dumfries, Edinburgh, Peebles (or Traquair), Jedburgh, Selkirk, Roxburgh and Berwick-
upon-Tweed.*" Four other sheriffdoms have been identified by the end of King John
Balliol’s reign - Dingwall, Skye, Lorn and Kintyre. However, these may not have survived,
at any rate in the form in which they were established, into Robert I’s reign. The last
identified sheriff of Dingwall, Alexander Comyn, held his position in 1291 and, while John
had established the other three in 1293, no sheriffs have been identified for them after that

date. Robert | appears not to have disrupted the pattern or structure of sheriffdoms, except

¥ HBC, 178.

% A. Beam, The Balliol Dynasty, 1210-1364 (Edinburgh, 2008), 232.

“0 Beam, Balliol Dynasty, 231-2.
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in Argyll where he created a new sheriffdom °... carved out of the sheriffdom of Perth, and
possibly representing a part implementation of the scheme laid down by John Balliol in
1293.*2 There may have been, therefore, 27 sheriffdoms by the 1330s rather than 26.

Sheriffs were responsible for collecting and distributing royal revenues, presiding over
sheriff courts and frequently acting as custodians of the royal castle(s) in their sheriffdoms.
Of these functions the first was most important if royal government was to be effective.
Some sheriffdoms were hereditary, with the sheriff in the past often being the earl or
provincial lord exercising regional authority in the area, although by the end of Robert I’s
reign none of the known sheriffs was either earl or provincial lord. Identification of the
sheriffs in the 1330s is particularly difficult because of the absence of returns between
1333 and 1337. Furthermore some of the known sheriffs appear as witnesses to charters

during this period without being identified specifically as sheriffs.

From both Exchequer Rolls and charters it is possible to identify 14 sheriffs in place in
June 1328, when the accounts of the contributions for peace with England agreed under the
Treaty of Edinburgh were rendered.*® Only one was an earl or provincial lord and some
may not even have been of baronial rank. None seem to have occupied his post for any
length of time as Balliol’s victories in 1332 and 1333 resulted in the replacement of those
men in the areas he was able to control. Similarly Edward Il was able to place his own
men as sheriffs when he gained control of the administration of the southern counties.

Again, however, none of these sheriffs was an earl or provincial lord.

In Inverness, the sheriff in 1328, Alexander Pylche, was a burgess.** He and the burgesses
of Inverness had certainly been active against Edward I’s occupation. By 1340 Maurice
Grant, a Randolph man, was sheriff. Before that Maurice had been named as rendering the
accounts of Inverness to the Exchequer at Berwick on 16 March 1331 and at Perth on 8
March 1333. On 30 December 1337 he rendered the account for the regality of the earl of
Moray within the sheriffdom.*® Sir John Broun was sheriff of Aberdeen at the end of
Robert I’s reign. Between 1337 and 1341 Alexander Cragbarry and Sir Robert Keith the

* R.A. McDonald, The Kingdom of the Isles: Scotland’s Western Seaboard c.1100-c.1336 (East Linton,
1997), 186; See also Barrow, Bruce, 295.
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(Inverness, 1891), 34.
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(Inverness, 1911), 9.
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Marischal, both loyal to Bruce, served as successive sheriffs there.*® Sir John Inchmartin
was sheriff of Perth. His father was David of Inchmartin, who had attended Robert I’s
coronation and had been hanged without trial after the battle of Methven. When the earl of
Fife joined Balliol after Dupplin, he brought thirteen knights with him, including Sir John,
sheriff of Fife, who was still associated with Balliol by May 1334.*" This did not prevent
Balliol from replacing him, however. On 3 July 1333 John Cameron, an obscure Balliol
supporter, witnessed a grant as sheriff of Perth to the Blackfriars of Perth.*® By 1334 the
sheriff was John Stirling (not the John Stirling who was Edward III’s ‘Scottish captain’).
At some time, John of Inchmartin returned to the Bruce cause and he died at Neville’s
Cross in 1346. Sir David Barclay, sheriff of Fife, was more a prominent baron than the
others. An important officer at Robert I’s court he oversaw the king’s burial at
Dunfermline but spent most of the 1330s in France as Steward of the young David II’s
household. He probably acted as a link between the court and the Bruce party in Scotland.
Not much is known about Sir Henry Annan, sheriff of Clackmannan in 1328, other than he
had received grants of Sauchie and Balquharne in Stirlingshire four years previously.* The
other known sheriffs at the end of Robert I’s reign were John Traquair (Forfar); Alexander
Stratoun (Kincardine); Edward Keith (Selkirk); Sir Henry Balliol, a local landowner and
late convert to the Bruce cause (Roxburgh); Sir Robert Lauder (Berwick); Hamelin de
Troup (Banff); Robert Meyners (Edinburgh); Richard Lachlan (Stirling); and Alan Vipont
(Kinross), later renowned for holding out in Loch Leven castle in early 1334. Of these
men, only Troup had been an avowed Balliol supporter. He had been acquitted of playing a
part in the Soulis conspiracy but was nonetheless dispossessed by Robert I of the barony of
Troup, which was granted out to Andrew Buttergask, later deputy chamberlain under
David 11.°° Troup must have returned to Robert I’s favour sometime in the 1320s. The only

earl identified as sheriff at this time was Hugh, earl of Ross, who was sheriff of Cromarty.

Balliol’s known sheriffs were John Cameron and John Stirling (both Perth), David
Wemyss (Fife), Alan Lisle (Bute and Cowal), Godfrey Ros (Ayr and Lanark ), Robert
Tughale (Berwick), Gilbert Burden (Peebles), John Kingston (Edinburgh), Geoffrey
Mowbray (Roxburgh) and William Wessington (Dumfries).>* However, when Edward III

took control of the southern sheriffdoms he appointed his own men - some replacing
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Balliol’s sheriffs - such as Eustace Maxwell (Dumfries), Thomas Roscelyn then John
Stirling (Edinburgh) and William Felton (Roxburgh).®? In Berwick Robert Tughale
continued as sheriff under Edward III’s administration. The English king’s appointment of
Scots as well as Englishmen to these posts may have reflected his desire to show good
governance in the areas over which he had control as well as comply with the terms of the
pacification with the Steward and David Strathbogie in 1335, under which ‘... the offices of

Scotland should be administered by men of the same nation.”>

The second war of independence disrupted royal government in local areas and
unfortunately the lack of records of accounts rendered by sheriffs between June 1328 and
Martinmas 1336, when William of Strathbrock, sheriff of Elgin, was able to make a return,
makes it difficult to identify the sheriffs after Balliol’s decline. The Guardian Murray
appointed Laurence Preston ‘sheriff of Lothian’.>* Preston was killed at the siege of
Stirling castle in 1338.%° Finally Maurice Murray was sheriff of Lanark by October 1334
before his elevation to earl of Strathearn.®® Otherwise the absence of primary sources

makes it very difficult to say with certainty what happened to the sheriffdoms in the 1330s.

52 CDS, iii, pp.317-29. Webster in states that only one ‘English’ sheriffdom, Dumfries, was held by a native
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CHAPTER 3 — WAR AND LANDED INTERESTS IN THE REGIONS

This study is a different way of looking at the events of the second war of independence. It
uses a prosophographical approach, examining those 51 members of the higher nobility in
Scotland to discover what motivated them to support one side or the other. A
prosopography, of course, is about people but it is necessary to set it in the context of the
political geography of the time in order to obtain a full understanding of the events of the
1330s. The second war was a national war but it touched different regions of Scotland in
different ways. There was intense warfare in the south, which lessened somewhat going
northwards until in the very north of Scotland the war had no discernible impact at all.

For ease of considering the role played by the key individuals in the events of the 1330s it
is useful to divide Scotland into ‘regions’. This term was certainly not used in the
fourteenth century and the higher nobility of Scotland were unlikely to have identified the
areas grouped in each as forming any sort of cohesive political unity. Nevertheless, taking
into account geographical features such as mountain ranges and major rivers and by
examining patterns of land ownership and landed interests in the areas bounded by these
features, it is possible to examine how the second war of independence impacted on
different parts of the country. Six distinct regions, each with their own individual identity,
can be discerned in the 1330s. The extent to which the war touched each of these regions
varied considerably from the north, which remained relatively untouched, to Lothian and
the borders, where warfare was reasonably constant throughout the period. As Chris Brown

states:

Distance from major concentration of Plantagenet, Balliol or Bruce sympathy, the
influence of local magnates, the ease or otherwise with which the differing factions
could exert military or political pressure in a given area and, naturally, the course of
the war as a whole at a particular juncture, would all affect the political complexion

of each area in different ways.>’

Bower reports that because of sustained warfare, by about 1337 *... there was great scarcity
of food nearly everywhere in the kingdom’,*® implying that where war was conducted, it
was severe. Scorched earth tactics employed by both sides would be the cause of such

devastation. However, it is clear that Bower had a narrow perspective of what constituted

> C. Brown, Knights, 14.
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‘the kingdom” and that large parts of Scotland were not touched by either war or political

events.

The regions considered here are the north, outer isles, west Highlands and Moray; the
north-east; central Scotland; the Firth of Clyde, Argyll and the inner isles; the south-west;
and Lothian and the South-East.

The North, Outer Isles, West Highlands and Moray

This vast area in northern Scotland corresponds to the sheriffdoms of Cromarty, Inverness,
Nairn, Forres and Elgin. It contained four earldoms, six provincial lordships and 16
baronies.® In the far north, the earl of Caithness was Malise, who was also earl of
Strathearn. The earls of Caithness remained earls of Orkney until about 1350, which, as
Orkney was still a Norwegian earldom, gave Malise a power base outside Scotland. Malise
lost his earldom of Strathearn through forfeiture in 1344 but retained Caithness and

Orkney.

The lordship of Strathnaver encompassed a large area in the very north of Scotland,
adjoining the earldoms of Caithness to the east and Sutherland to the south. Documentary
evidence concerning the development of the lordship is scarce but it seems that it had
never been part of the earldom or original province of Caithness. Following Alexander II’s
reorganisation of the far north in the 1230s, the lordship was controlled by the Moray, then
the Cheyne, families. Throughout the fourteenth century it steadily came under the control
of the Mackay clan but the extent of the respective influence of the Mackays and the

Cheynes by the 1330s is unclear.®

In Sutherland, two successive earls remained loyal to the Bruce cause in the 1330s. In
1332 Kenneth was fourth earl of Sutherland. Little is known about his political aims and
activities but he opposed both Balliol and the invasion of Edward 111 and was killed at
Halidon Hill in 1333. His son William, fifth earl (d.1370/1) supported the Bruce cause.

> 14 in the sheriffdom of Inverness and 2 in Elgin. In this chapter the number of baronies in each region is
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Further south in the earldom of Ross, a similar pattern is found. Two successive earls,
father and son, supported the Bruce cause after 1332. Hugh, fourth earl, was related to the
king through his marriage to Maud, sister of Robert 1. The marriage brought him
substantial wealth, mainly in Ross-shire but also elsewhere in Scotland, which was
inherited by his son William, fifth earl. William’s sisters cemented the family’s loyalty to
the Bruce side through marriage to key Bruce supporters — Marjorie to Malise, earl of
Strathearn, and Euphemia to, first, John Randolph, earl of Moray and, secondly, Robert the

Steward, with Euphemia herself becoming queen on Robert’s accession to the throne.

On both the western seaboard and off the coast itself were a group of provincial lordships.
In 1293 King John Balliol had attempted to establish a large province of Argyll comprising
the sheriffdoms of Skye, Argyll and Kintyre, with, respectively, the earl of Ross,
Alexander of Lorn and James Stewart, the Steward of Scotland as the senior representative
of the king in each area. However, these plans were thwarted from the outset by enmity
between Alexander and Colin Campbell and when John lost his kingship in 1296 they had
not come to fruition.®* By 1332 there were two recognised lordships, each covering a
separate group of islands and associated mainland, Garmoran and Islay. A third, Argyll and
Lorn, seems to have been broken up by 1332.

Garmoran, which encompassed the southern part of the Outer Hebrides® and, on the
mainland, Knoydart, Morar and Ardnamurchan, was under the control of the Macruairi
family, supporters of Bruce in the first war of independence but most probably neutral in

the second.

The lordship of Islay, which included Jura, Islay, Gigha, Colonsay and Kintyre, had long
been exercised by the Macdonalds and they were confirmed by Robert | in their possession
of the lordship, although some parts of Kintyre were given to the young Robert Stewart
and to Sir John Menteith, Dugald Macfarlane and Gilchrist Mackay. On the mainland,
Lochaber, Ardnamurchan, Morvern, Duror and Glencoe had been granted to Angus Og
Macdonald. On Bruce’s death Angus was still the provincial lord and on the latter’s death
in 1330 the lordship was inherited by his son, John, who in 1336 assumed for himself the
title, Lord of the Isles. John further increased his territories in 1346 with the acquisition,

through marriage, of the lordship of Garmoran. Despite his indenture of September 1336

61 C.M. Macdonald, The History of Argyll (Glasgow, 1951), 118-20; S. Boardman, The Campbells 1250-1513
(Edinburgh, 2006), 18-19.
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with Edward Balliol, John remained neutral during the second war of independence, his
main concern being to keep himself free to rule over his lordship without outside
interference from either side. The constitutional status of all the western islands within the
Scottish kingdom at this time was a matter of debate, even to those outside the country.
Edward III often refers in letters patent to ‘Scotland and the Isles’ as if the islands were
somehow set apart from the rest of the kingdom, even when the subject matter of these

documents had nothing to do with the islands themselves.®®

Lying between Garmoran and Islay had been Argyll and Lorn, where lordship had been
exercised by the Macdougall family. However, in the first war the Macdougalls had
opposed the Bruce cause and subsequently they were expelled from the lordship. Their
territories were then dismembered as part of Bruce’s resettlement in the west, the last lord,
John of Lorn, dying in 1316. As Boardman recognises, the actual dispersal is difficult to
trace, ‘... although various branches of Clan Campbell, the Clan Donald and the Macleans
of Mull would seem to have been the main beneficiaries.”®* Other beneficiaries were
Walter Steward®® and Sir John Menteith of Arran and Knapdale.®®

The original earldom of Moray had been abolished by David I in 1130. In 1312 it was
reconstituted by Robert | and given to Thomas Randolph, his nephew. Moray was a vast
area stretching across the central Highlands from the Spey to the western seaboard, north
through Locharkaig, Glengarry and Glenelg and then east to the Beauly Firth.®” Randolph
was already the provincial lord of Nithsdale and on obtaining the earldom, became known
as ‘earl of Moray and lord of Annandale’, then in 1313, ‘earl of Moray, lord of Man and
Annandale’.®® He died, Guardian of Scotland, on 20 July 1332 and his two sons, Thomas

and John, succeeded respectively to the earldom, both dying in the service of David II.

Before 1312 the two provinces of Badenoch and Lochaber lay in the central Highlands. In
Badenoch was to be found the important castle of Lochindorb.®® The lordship had been in
the hands of the Comyn family until Bruce took it into crown possession after his killing of
John Comyn in 1306. It was then incorporated into the earldom of Moray, which the king
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resurrected for Thomas Randolph in 1312.7° The lordship continued to be claimed by the
Comyn family, however, first by John’s son, John (IV), who was killed at Bannockburn,
then in the 1330s by David Strathbogie and Richard Talbot. Lochaber lay to the west of
Badenoch, stretching to the western seaboard. From at least the 1230s, it had been held by
the Comyns until their defeat by Robert | in 1308. It seems that the lordship was broken up
with areas in the north-west going to Angus Og Macdonald - inherited by his son, John
following Angus’ death in 1330 — and the remainder incorporated into Randolph’s earldom
of Moray.” It also seems that by 1335 the two provinces were detached from the Randolph
earldom and given to David Strathbogie, along with the earldom of Atholl, as his price for
defecting from the Balliol side. After Strathbogie’s death that year the Randolph family do

not appear to have regained the provinces. 2

How then did the second war of independence impact on this vast northern region? In fact
there are only three recorded actions: the pursuit of Strathbogie by the earl of Moray into
Badenoch in September 1334; the siege of Lochindorb castle in July 1336, where the
participants were not local lords but, on the one side, the Guardian of Scotland, Andrew
Murray - whose interests lay in the north-east - and, on the other, the king of England; and
the destruction of Elgin by Edward 111 after his relief of Lochindorb. All other parts of this
enormous area, especially the western isles and the western seaboard, seemed to have been
immune to the conflict between Bruce and Balliol forces. In Crawford’s detailed study of
the earls of Caithness and Orkney there is no mention of any of the great political and
military events of the 1330s as having any relevance in Caithness.”® Whilst Malise was an
important figure in the politics of the time, this was by virtue of his position as earl of
Strathearn rather than because of any significant developments in his northern earldom. It
is possible that Caithness men may have been part of Strathearn’s force at Halidon Hill but
after 1333 any further involvement would have been unlikely as Malise was one of those
earls who remained absent from any further involvement in the conflict of the 1330s. In the

case of Strathnaver there is scarcely a mention of the lordship in any records.

In sharp contrast to Malise stands William, earl of Sutherland. Along with the earls of Fife
and Dunbar he besieged Cupar castle in 1336, held at that time by William Bullock for
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Balliol and Edward 111 jointly,”* and in 1340 he raided into England with Patrick, earl of
March. These activities, however, took place outside his earldom. It would be reasonable
to suppose, though, that William’s father, Kenneth, brought Sutherland men to Halidon
Hill, while William may have brought Sutherland contingents to Cupar castle and his other
limited ventures. But if there were no landed interests in Sutherland to protect from Balliol
or Plantagenet forces, William’s support for the Bruce cause must have been grounded in
other reasons. The family’s involvement in the political events of the time would suggest
that friendship with the Bruce family was a major factor. William, third earl, had been
constant since 1306, while William, fifth earl, was to marry King David’s sister, Margaret
either in 1343 or between December 1342 and September 1345.” William also joined his
brother-in-law’s invasion of England in 1346 and shared his captivity in England for ten
years after Neville’s Cross. His royal marriage brought William substantial grants of land
but they all came in the wake of the expulsion from Scotland of Balliol and the English. In
the 1330s the position of the Bruce party was precarious but, as he had nothing to fear for
the security of his earldom from either enemy, William’s motives at that time may have
been a mixture of continuing the unguestionable support of his father and uncle for the

Bruce cause and pursuit of the king’s sister.

In contrast to the first war of independence, there appears to have been no warfare in the
earldom of Ross during the 1330s. The comparatively limited involvement of Earl William
in national affairs suggests that local issues were his primary concern. It is William’s
absence from Scotland for much of the 1330s that casts some doubt on the strength of his
support for the Bruce party. When Halidon Hill was fought, he was in Norway and he did
not take possession of the earldom until 1336.”° He thus avoided participation in the events
of the first half of the decade that were so disastrous to the Bruce side. Indeed little is
known about his activities before 1339, although in that year he certainly played a role in
the capture of Perth from the English garrison holding it, probably bringing troops from
Ross-shire into action there. His actions after 1341, however, particularly his murder of
Ranald Macruairi at Perth in 1346, reinforce the view that his main concerns lay within his
earldom in the north and his determination to protect it against encroachment by

neighbouring lords such as Macruairi.””

™ Chron. Lanercost, 297.

7> Cited in SP. viii, 326 but without a primary source.
"® SP. vii, 235-8.

" For references for Ross see pp.112-3
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In Badenoch, following his dispute with Edward Balliol, Strathbogie took possession of the
former Comyn lands, claiming the lordship in the process. He was pursued by the earl of
Moray into the heart of the province, and was compelled to come over to the Bruce side.
His reward was substantial, at least nominally, as Randolph appointed him the ‘King’s
(David 1I’s) lieutenant in the north’, a position he held for only eleven months before

returning to Balliol’s cause.

The north east

The north-east of Scotland, the area enclosed by the Spey and the Mounth, comprised the
sheriffdoms of Banff, Aberdeen and Kincardine. In this region lay the earldom of Mar, the
provincial lordships of Strathbogie and the Garioch and 60 baronies’®. Mar was one of the
ancient mormaerdoms of Scotland, with its principal seat long established at Kildrummy
castle. The earls of Mar may have been connected by a double marriage with the Bruce
family. Robert I’s first wife was Isabel of Mar, daughter of Donald, sixth earl of Mar,
while Gartnait, seventh earl, possibly married Christian, the King’s sister, although doubt
has been cast on this by Fiona Watson.” In 1329 the eighth earl of Mar was Donald, son of
Gartnait and possibly Christian Bruce. Donald succeeded as Guardian after Thomas
Randolph’s death but was killed at Dupplin Moor and was succeeded in turn by his infant
son, Thomas. Thomas was removed by Edward Il to the English court in 1334 and did not
return to Scotland until 1349.%° He held the earldom until his own death in 1373 or 1374.%

The provinces of Strathbogie and the Garioch nestled between the former earldom of
Buchan and the earldom of Mar. After Bannockburn, Robert | granted Strathbogie, a vast
area, to Sir Adam Gordon of Huntly in Berwickshire.? Sir Adam was succeeded by his
son, also Sir Adam towards the end of Robert’s reign and he held the lordship until his
death, probably in 1351. The Garioch, centred on Inverurie, was about 200 square miles in
size and had belonged to the crown. In 1315 Robert | granted the lordship to his sister
Christian and her third husband Andrew Murray and it was still in their hands in 1329,

passing to Christian’s grandson Thomas, earl of Mar on her death in 1357.%

78 13 in Banff, 32 in Aberdeen and 15 in Kincardine.

¥ See p.70.

8 penman, David 11, 159-60.

*1SP. v, 582-4.

82 The name ‘Strathbogie’ was changed to ‘Huntly’ around 1445 on the elevation of Alexander, 2" Lord
Gordon to the new earldom of Huntly. SP. iv, 520.

8 J. Davidson, Inverurie and the Earldom of the Garioch (Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 1878), 24.
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The north-east saw considerable action in the 1330s. War arrived in the autumn of 1334
and concerned Henry Beaumont, the leader of Balliol’s expeditionary force of 1332.
Beaumont had joined the ranks of the disinherited with his claim as earl of Buchan and
after Halidon Hill moved to take possession of the earldom. He was besieged in Dundarg
castle by Murray, now Guardian, and Alexander Mowbray and surrendered in September.
On 30 November 1335 the battle of Culblean was fought between Strathbogie, titular earl
of Atholl and the Guardian Murray, supported by William Douglas. Culblean, and
especially the death of Strathbogie, was a decisive defeat for the Balliol faction. On 22 and
23 July 1336 Edward Ill, after his raising of the siege of Lochindorb in Moray and his
destruction of Elgin, burnt Aberdeen and °‘...reduced with fire and sword everything
beyond the mountains that was against him.’®* The English king followed this up by
strengthening the three castles of Dunnottar, Kinneff and Lauriston, south of Aberdeen.
These works were of little avail, however, as all three were destroyed by Murray only three

months later.

The north-east, then, remained under the control of the Bruce family throughout most of
the 1330s. Of the provincial lord, Sir Adam Gordon, there is scarcely a mention in the
primary sources after his participation in Halidon Hill, although it seems he survived that
battle. Even if he played no particular part in the events of the 1330s, however,
Balliol/English influence in the region, because of the success of Murray, must have been
limited. Beaumont was able to take temporary possession only of the property he had gone
to immense and expensive lengths to obtain; Strathbogie failed in his siege of Kildrummy
castle and was defeated and killed at Culblean; and Edward I11 could not have been able to
maintain much of a presence in Aberdeen after his destruction of the town.®® There
certainly appears to have been English garrisons in the three Aberdeenshire castles but it is
unclear when they were established, whether in the aftermath of Halidon Hill or the
destruction of Aberdeen. In any event Beaumont, further north, was gone by December
1334, Strathbogie dead by November 1335 and the three English garrison forces killed or
driven out by October 1336. Furthermore, when some semblance of a Scottish
administration in the name of David Il began to appear it did so in the north-east. An

8 Chron. Bower, vii, 123.

8 No rents were able to be collected in Aberdeen by any party — Bruce, Balliol or Plantagenet — in Martinmas
(28 November) 1336. In the following year rents were certainly collected by Robert the Steward and John
Randolph, earl of Moray, who apparently appropriated them for their own use. This led to an acrimonious
exchange of correspondence between the Chamberlain, Sir Reginald More, then in France with David Il, and
his deputy in Scotland, Buthirgask, who sought to justify his failure to collect rents on behalf of the Crown.
ER, i, 448-54.
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exchequer audit was held in Aberdeen at the end of 1337% and another was held, also in
Aberdeen, in April 1340.%" It was at Inverbervie that David 11 himself returned to Scotland
on 2 June 1341.

Central Scotland

The region defined here as ‘central Scotland’ stretched from the Mounth to the Forth. It
covered the sheriffdoms of Forfar, Perth, Auchterarder, Kinross, Stirling and Clackmannan
and contained the earldoms of Atholl, Strathearn, Menteith, Angus and Fife, no provincial

lordships and 103 baronies.®®

By the middle of the thirteenth century the earldom of Atholl, with its seat at Moulin near
Pitlochry,®® located in northern Perthshire was in the hands of the Strathbogie family. In
1314 the tenth Strathbogie earl, David, who had sided with the English against Robert I,
had his office, title, and lands forfeited but he continued to be recognised by Edward 11.%°
The beneficiary of the disinherited earl was Sir Neil Campbell, one of Bruce’s key
supporters. Neil died after 26 April 1315 and the lands passed to his infant son, John
Campbell, who was made earl about 1320.*" It was John who was in possession of the
earldom when Robert died in 1329. However, Robert’s death provided an opportunity for
Strathbogie’s son, also David, to claim the title as one of the disinherited. John Campbell
was married to Joan, former wife of Malise, earl of Strathearn and daughter of Sir John
Menteith. They had no children, so when he was killed at Halidon Hill, either in his late
teens or early twenties, the earldom became extinct, to be revived by David Il on his return
from exile in France in 1341.% This did not prevent David Strathbogie from claiming and
using the title or from taking possession of the earldom for three years before his death at
Culblean in 1335. His own son, David, was not recognised by David Il and died in 1369,
the last of the Strathbogie line.

The earldom of Strathearn, another ancient mormaerdom, was based on Crieff. In 1329

the earldom was held by Malise (V), eighth earl, who had succeeded his father, Malise

% ER, i, 440-54.

S"ER, i, 455-68.
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