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Abstract

Seneca Lake is an active recreational boating community, Seneca Lake is the largest of eleven Finger Lakes with a total surface area of 66.3 square miles (2). The goal of the Seneca Lake Watershed Management Plan is to protect the lake and its
productivity through monitoring its water quality within the watershed. Seneca Lake is connected to the New York State Canal system which attracts boaters during summer months. In an attempt to better manage Seneca Lake, the impacts of recreational boating
should not be over looked. Prior to this course work there has been no research regarding factual impacts of recreational boating and the following risks are areas which should be closely monitored if Seneca Lakes water quality degrades further. The potential
areas of risk that were studied are: the overland dispersal of invasive species, the improper disposal of discharge water and, the damage to submerged aquatic vegetation.
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tolerable, is a surprisingly active lake. A management plan of constructing ramps with attendants to
monitor activity and supply information to the public will increase the quality of Seneca Lake. There is
also the issue of water discharge from vessels that needs greater enforcement and monitoring during
active summer months. Lastly the need to address the issue of submerged aquatic vegetation, and the
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potential for environmental impacts from recreational vessels. By implementing the management
practices above, Seneca Lake and its water quality will extend to further generations making the
environment and Geneva a better place to live.
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- Limit population growth of invasive bivalve species
- Recreational boating in New York Sate is a big business and if

managed correctly can promote investment and awareness to
costal communities. -

Submerged Aguatic Vegetation

Provide food for waterfowl populations as well as vital habitat for juvenile fish and
shellfish (1)

SAV exists exclusively in shallow-water areas where they are highly vulnerable to
impacts of recreational boating.

Erosion from vessel induced waves
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Improper Discharge of Waste Water
- The discharge of waste water can contain harmful levels of pathogens and

chemicals.




