




It’s a big world out there.

With so many possibilities, can you really know 
what you want to study and prepare to do for the 
rest of your life before ever setting foot on campus?

At Penn State, the Division of Undergraduate  
Studies can help you explore how you want to take 
on the world. You’ll examine your interests—what 
you do well and what you’d like to learn more 
about. Plus, your academic adviser will introduce 
you to majors—some mainstream, others a little off-
the-beaten path—that align with your interests.

With more than 160 majors housed within its 
twelve academic colleges, Penn State offers options 
and opportunities that connect with business, the 
arts, technology, and social sciences. The possibili-
ties are almost endless. In a world of big ideas, big 
dreams, and big goals, Penn State can help you  
discover what you want to do and give you the 
tools to do it.

Be a part of something big. Be Penn State.



RONNIE MIXON, Labor and Employment Relations

Ronnie Mixon had a lot of things on his mind when he came to Penn State. Like economics—and 
finance. And psychology. And management. All were majors that he could see himself pursuing.

“I was very undecided. But I knew I wanted to have a job where I would interact 
with people but have the business aspect, too,” Ronnie says.

He credits his adviser in the Division of Undergraduate Studies with identifying courses that 
matched his interests. In LER 201 Employment Relationship: Law and Society, Ronnie knew he 
had found his major. He applied what he learned as a peer career assistant, helping other stu-
dents with mock job interviews, and got involved with the Penn State chapter of United Students 
Against Sweatshops.  

“I’m a prime example of how DUS can work,” Ronnie says. “I’m 100 percent sure that 
I found myself in college. I’m graduating in four years. I have a job lined up where I’ll 
be on a track for executive management. It’s been a great experience.”

“HAVING THAT 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE

HELPED ME BE
 SUCCESSFUL.”



“THIS GIVES YOU 
THE FREEDOM

TO FIND OUT 
WHAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU.”
Cami Haneman wouldn’t be surprised if Laura Brown, an academic adviser in the Division 
of Undergraduate Studies, has a crystal ball. After all, during their first meeting, what Cami 
heard was nothing short of prophetic.

“On my first day at Penn State, Laura made all of my fears go away,” Cami 
says. “She said everyone comes in feeling confused and unsure, and she said she 
would help me find a place I would fit in, in a major that I would love, and that I 
would graduate on time in four years—which is exactly what’s happened.”

Cami started out taking classes in some areas she expressed interest in. Helping a friend 
study for a sociology test piqued Cami’s interest, but she wanted something that had more 
personal interactions. That’s when she came across the Human Development and Family 
Studies major. Today, she says she wouldn’t change how she started at Penn State. DUS was 
the right place at the right time for her.

“I didn’t just want to sit and wait for something to fall into my lap,” says Cami, 
who plans to work in adoption after graduation. “I wanted to find my way. I’ve 
always liked helping people and finding a job that will allow me to do that is 
going to be great. I feel like this major was made for me.”

CAMI HANEMAN, Human Development and Family Studies



STATE OF MIND

Explore the more than 160 majors  
Penn State offers at admissions.psu.edu/ 
academics/majors. You can search an  
alphabetical listing or look at majors offered  
by area of interest, academic college,  
and undergraduate campus.

MAJOR ENDEAVOR

Want to find a major that’s right for you?  
Check out the Division of Undergraduate  
Studies’ MajorQuest tool at dus.psu.edu/ 
students/majorquest. Select your interests  
and see which majors might be the best  
fit for you. 

DECIDING FACTOR 

“Undecided” does not mean “unfocused.”  
The Division of Undergraduate  
Studies (dus.psu.edu) gives you access  
to academic programs that can bring  
together your talents and abilities and an  
academic adviser to help guide you through  
the possibilities. 

 
BEST IN CLASS

Academic excellence, global opportunities,  
and leadership engagement are the hallmarks 
of the Schreyer Honors College. The college 
selects an incoming class of 300 highly  
motivated first-year students each year.  
For more information, visit shc.psu.edu. 

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Every year, more than 2,500 students study 
abroad in more than fifty countries across  
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the 
Middle East, as well as Australia and New  
Zealand. Plus, students take advantage of  

opportunities to gain global experiences 
through internships, research, and service. 
Lengths of study can range from a week or 
two to an entire semester or academic year.

DO THE MATH

At Penn State, the colleges of Earth and  
Mineral Sciences, Engineering, Information 
Sciences and Technology, the Eberly  
College of Science, and the Smeal College  
of Business require that prospective students 
applying for admission into their majors 
have, at a minimum, completed two units  
of algebra and one unit of geometry  
plus have one-half-unit of trigonometry, 
pre-calculus, or calculus. A unit is equal to 
one year of work at most high schools.

Not meeting the math requirement doesn’t 
mean that you can’t end up with a major in 
one of these colleges. You can start in the  
Division of Undergraduate Studies and 
during your first two years take the classes, 
including math, required for all students to 
declare a major in science, engineering, or 
business in the spring of their sophomore 
year.

GET REAL

If you like to roll up your sleeves and apply  
what you’re learning, then take advantage  
of the opportunity to conduct research 
while at Penn State. You’ll be working with 
some of the leading researchers in the world 
on projects that can change lives—including 
yours! Opportunities can be found with  
laboratories, libraries, research centers,  
studios, and field studies. Learn more at 
undergradresearch.psu.edu.
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 1,100+ 

GRADS EARNED 
MULTIPLE DEGREES

IN 2014 

2+2=4 GREAT YEARS

There’s more to Penn State than University  
Park. You can spend your first two years at  
one campus, then transition to another  
of Penn State’s twenty undergraduate  
campuses, including University Park, for the 
remaining two years. We call this approach the 
2+2 plan, and it’s the most common path to a 
Penn State degree. Starting at a location other 
than University Park can be a more affordable 
option, and at every campus you’ll take the 
same classes and find the attentive, experi-
enced faculty that make Penn State a great 
place to learn. Add in options for involvement 
in everything from Penn State’s Dance Mara-
thon to clubs and sports, and it can be a great 
beginning to your Penn State story. Find and 
choose a campus that is right for you at  
admissions.psu.edu/pennstate/campuses.

You may also earn your degree at a number 
of these campuses, which range in size from 
about 800 to nearly 5,000 students. At each 
location, you will experience what sets Penn 
State apart and has given it the distinction of 
being recognized among the world’s top uni-
versities. You will benefit from the expertise of 
top-notch faculty, the strength of partnerships 
with business and industry, and the how-to 
knowledge gained through conducting re-
search that is relevant in the laboratory and 
the workplace. Explore what each campus 
has to offer at admissions.psu.edu/pennstate/
campus-majors.

GETTING STARTED

A MyPennState profile connects you to all 
the information you need to apply to Penn 
State and to stay connected throughout the 
admissions process. To create a profile, go  
to admissions.psu.edu. The application for 
summer/fall 2016 is now available. 
 

UNIVERSITY PARK  
ACADEMIC COLLEGES

College of Agricultural Sciences   
agsci.psu.edu

College of Arts and Architecture  
artsandarchitecture.psu.edu

Smeal College of Business 
smeal.psu.edu

College of Communications 
comm.psu.edu 

College of Earth and Mineral Sciences 
ems.psu.edu

College of Education 
ed.psu.edu 

College of Engineering 
engr.psu.edu 

College of Health and Human Development 
hhd.psu.edu 

College of Information Sciences  
and Technology 
ist.psu.edu 

College of the Liberal Arts 
la.psu.edu 

College of Nursing 
nursing.psu.edu 

Eberly College of Science 
science.psu.edu    
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PERMIT NO. 1

Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to minorities, women, veterans, individuals with disabilities, and other protected 
groups. Nondiscrimination: http://guru.psu.edu/policies/AD85.html

The University is committed to equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment for all persons. It is the policy of the University to maintain an environment free of harassment and free of dis-
crimination against any person because of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, creed, service in the uniformed services (as defined in state and federal law), veteran status, sex, sexual orientation, 
marital or family status, pregnancy, pregnancy-related conditions, physical or mental disability, gender, perceived gender, gender identity, genetic information, or political ideas. Discriminatory conduct and 
harassment, as well as sexual misconduct and relationship violence, violates the dignity of individuals, impedes the realization of the University’s educational mission, and will not be tolerated. Direct all inquiries 
regarding the nondiscrimination policy to Dr. Kenneth Lehrman III, Vice Provost for Affirmative Action, Affirmative Action Office, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 
16802-5901; Email: kfl2@psu.edu; Tel 814-863-0471.

CAMPUS SECURITY CRIME STATISTICS  The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act and Pennsylvania Act of 1988 require that crime statistics for Pennsylvania col-
leges and universities be made available to applicants upon request.  Penn State’s combined Annual Security and Annual Fire Safety Report includes statistics for the previous three years concerning reported 
crimes that occurred on campus, in certain off-campus buildings owned or controlled by the University, and on public property within or immediately adjacent to and accessible from the campus.  The report 
also includes institutional policies concerning campus security, such as those concerning alcohol and drug use, crime prevention, the reporting of crimes, sexual assault, and other matters. You may obtain this 
information for the Penn State campus to which you are applying by accessing the website at www.police.psu.edu/clery/  A printed copy of the report may be obtained by writing to University Police & Public 
Safety, The Pennsylvania State University, Eisenhower Parking Deck, University Park PA 16802-6703 or by calling 814-865-1864.

THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE MEDIA ON REQUEST. Produced by the Penn State Department of University Marketing  U.Ed. UAO15-120

Abington 
abington.psu.edu 

Altoona 
altoona.psu.edu 

Beaver 
beaver.psu.edu

Berks 
berks.psu.edu
  
Brandywine
brandywine.psu.edu

DuBois 
dubois.psu.edu

Erie, The Behrend College
behrend.psu.edu

Fayette, The Eberly 
Campus
fayette.psu.edu

Greater Allegheny 
greaterallegheny.psu.edu

Harrisburg
hbg.psu.edu 

Hazleton
hazleton.psu.edu

Lehigh Valley
lehighvalley.psu.edu

Mont Alto 
montalto.psu.edu

New Kensington
nk.psu.edu

Schuylkill
schuylkill.psu.edu

Shenango
shenango.psu.edu

University Park
admissions.psu.edu
 
Wilkes-Barre
wilkesbarre.psu.edu

Worthington Scranton 
worthington scranton.psu.edu

York
york.psu.edu

PENN STATE UNDERGRADUATE CAMPUSES

facebook.com/psuadmissions          twitter.com/psu_admissions          instagram.com/psuadmissions

OFFICE OF UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS
The Pennsylvania State University 
201 Shields Building
University Park, PA 16802-1294
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