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INTRODUCTION

This publication, intended for road users, condenses the
Highway Safety Code and attendant regulations. It reiterates
their major provisions, reminds the reader of the rules of the road
and offers practical advice.

All road users, whether they are pedestrians, cyclists, motor
vehicle operators or passengers, will find their rights and obligations
set forth in this Handbook.

This edition includes the particular requirements of each class
of licence, the terms for obtaining a disabled parking permit, new
measures that concern the driving of a motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol, including the obligation, at the first offence,
to submit to a summary evaluation conducted by a specialist
from the Fédération québécoise des centres de réadaptation pour
les personnes alcooliques et toxicomanes for individuals with
addictions, and requiring the mandatory use, in some cases, of an
alcohol ignition interlock device before a licence can be reinstated.
The Handbook also reviews standards for the installation, replace-
ment and deactivation of air bags.

The chapter on road signs and traffic signals provides descrip-
tions of each type of sign and explains their use.

The traffic rules chapter details the fine points of turning right at
a red light. It presents new standards concerning the mandatory
use of a child restraint device adapted to a child’s size and provides
a brief explanation of air bags, conditions for use of electric
power-assisted bicycles on public roads and reinforced safety rules
for the use of foot scooters on roadways. It also lists safety tips for
drivers approaching a road work area, rules for travel on logging
roads, provides an overview of heavy vehicle use and urges drivers
to take other road users into consideration to make roads safer.

For legal purposes, the reader is urged to refer to the official
text of the legislation.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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CHAPTER 1
THE DRIVER

To operate a motor vehicle on a public roadway
in Québec, an individual must hold a licence
of the class corresponding to the type of vehicle.
Depending on which provisions of the Highway
Safety Code apply to the person’s situation, the
Société de I'assurance automobile du Québec (SAAQ)
is the agency which issues a learner’s licence, a
probationary licence, a regular driver’s licence or
a restricted licence.

Over 4,400,000 Quebecers hold a driver’s licence.

Having a driver’s licence is not an inherent right.
Getting and keeping a licence depends on meeting
requirements and specific conditions. A licence
is also subject to withdrawal when a holder’s
behaviour or state of health represents a danger
to other road users.

Drivers must take their state of health into
consideration and be aware of how this could
influence their driving.

THE DRIVER’S LICENCE
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CHAPTER 1
THE DRIVER

A FIRST LICENCE

A first driver’s licence is issued for the operation of a passenger
vehicle (class 5 licence). A Quebecer may qualify for a first driver’s
licence after holding a learner’s licence, and if age 16 through 24,
a probationary licence.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS

To obtain a driver’s licence for a passenger vehicle, a person
must be at least age 16. The written consent of a parental authority
(father, mother, guardian) is required for persons under age 18.

Applicants must also present two pieces of identification: the
first must be an official birth certificate issued by the Directeur
de I'état civil du Québec or a civil authority recognized elsewhere
in Canada, a certificate of Canadian citizenship, a Permanent
Resident Card or a Canadian passport. The second piece of
identification may be a provincial health insurance card.

KNOWLEDGE REQUIREMENT

Prospective licence holders must first acquire a certain amount
of theoretical knowledge about the Highway Safety Code, road
signs, traffic signals and techniques before driving a passenger
vehicle. This theory can be learned:

e by studying reference material prepared by the Société
de I’assurance automobile, including this Handbook, which
contains information for prospective licence holders on driving
techniques, and the manual entitled Driving a Passenger
Vehicle. These documents are sold in Publications du
Québec outlets and bookstores throughout Québec;

¢ by taking a driving school course.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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CHOOSING A DRIVING SCHOOL

Driving school courses are optional. However, if you complete
a practical course at a driving school recognized by CAA-Québec
or the Québec Safety League, you can cut four months off the
minimum length of the training period, which will be 8 months
instead of a year from the date a learner’s licence is issued.
Under the Highway Safety Code, a learner who has passed a
course can then take the Société’s road test.

For information on recognized driving schools, contact:

CAA-Québec Québec Safety League

444, rue Bouvier Association québécoise du transport
Québec (Québec) G2] 1E3 et des routes

Montréal: (514) 861-7575 533, rue Ontario Est, suite 206
Elsewhere in Québec: 1 800 924-0708 Montréal (Québec) H2L 1N8

Montréal: (514) 523-6444

LEARNER’S LICENCE

A person must hold a learner’s licence before learning to drive.
A learner must:

e certify on a medical declaration that he/she is able to
drive without risk to public safety and must meet medical
requirements;

e pass the Société’s vision test;


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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CHAPTER 1
THE DRIVER

* pass a knowledge test, which concerns the Highway
Safety Code, road signs, traffic signals and techniques of
driving a passenger vehicle.

It is possible to rewrite the test in the event of failure. The
applicant rewrites only those parts of the test he/she has failed.
However, applicants must wait a minimum of 7 days between tests.

PRACTICE

A learner’s licence allows its holder to acquire the knowledge
and skills necessary to drive a passenger vehicle on the road.

When practising on the roadway, a person who has held a valid
driver’s licence to drive a passenger vehicle for at least 2 years
must accompany a learner. This person must be seated next to the
learner and be prepared to provide him/her with assistance and
advice. A person who holds a probationary licence is not qualified
to accompany a learner during practice driving.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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During the learning period, the holder of a learner’s licence
is subject to particular rules. The maximum number of demerit
points is 4 and it is compulsory to maintain a zero blood alcohol
level. Maintaining a zero blood alcohol level means that a learner
is prohibited from driving after having consumed any alcohol at all.

RoAD TEST

To qualify for a road test, the applicant must have held a
learner’s licence for at least 12 months, or 8 months after
completing a driving course at a recognized school.

A road test enables the Société to evaluate a prospective driver’s
knowledge and skills. During a road test, the applicant will be
required to perform manoeuvres relevant to roadway driving:
driving in a straight line, taking a curve, stopping or going through
an intersection, turning, changing lanes and backing up.

During a road test, an applicant must:

e obey traffic rules;

e demonstrate an ability to adapt to different driving
situations;

¢ show safe driving techniques;
e follow the examiner’s instructions.

If an applicant fails a road test, he or she must wait a minimum
of 21 days between tests.
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GETTING A LICENCE

Once a road test has been passed, a licence applicant age 16
through 24 is issued a probationary licence. Drivers age 25 and
over are issued a driver’s licence.

At a Société service outlet, a driver is issued a temporary
licence which he/she must keep until a plastic licence bearing
his/her photograph is received by mail, usually within 10 days.
Upon receipt of the photo licence, the driver must destroy the
temporary licence.

eee Probationary Licence eee

A probationary licence is valid for two years or until age 25,
whichever comes first. A probationary licence holder who turns
25 within the two-year period may obtain a driver’s licence at a
Société service outlet.

Probationary licence holders are subject to the same restrictions
that apply to a learner (maintaining a zero blood alcohol level
and a maximum of 4 demerit points). A probationary licence
holder is not allowed to serve as the accompanying rider for
someone who holds a learner’s or probationary licence.
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eee Driver’s Licence eee

To receive a driver’s licence, a new driver must pay the amount
determined under regulation. These amounts include remittance
fees to the Ministére des Finances du Québec, administration
fees and an insurance premium under the public plan.

Driver’s licence holders are subject to a legal blood alcohol
limit of .08% (80 mg of alcohol per 100 ml of blood) and a
maximum of 15 demerit points. Failure to comply will result in
licence revocation.

LICENCE CLASSES

There are twelve classes of licences in Québec. Each class
authorizes the holder to drive a category of vehicle on a Québec
road.

Once a person has been issued a licence to drive a particular
class of vehicle, other classes of vehicles are generally authorized,
as shown in the following table.
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LICENCE UPGRADE

Changing one’s licence class to another is not done simply on
request. Before applying for a particular class, a driver must meet
certain pre-conditions, which may require a driving experience
of 1 to 3 years or a health care professional’s report on fitness
to drive.

To get a licence, an applicant must go to a SAAQ service centre
to take the knowledge and road test, after passing an initial
vision test.

Some classes also require the applicant to hold a learner’s
licence or probationary licence for a certain period.

These principal requirements are detailed in the following table.

Specific information on licence classes can be found in brochures
available from Société service centres, through its customer
relations centre (1 800 361-7620) or, in French, at the Web
site (Www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca).


http://www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/

LICENCE CLASSES AUTHORIZING THE HOLDER TO DRIVE HEAVY VEHICLES
CLASS Vehicles Authorized Requirements

36 months of experience as the holder of a class 5 driver’s
A combination of vehicles, including: licence (passenger vehicle)

. OR
¢ a road tractor with 2 axles, whose . .
net weight is 4,500 kg or over, that 24 months of experience if he or she has successfully completed

is pulling one or more trailers or  one of the following programs:

semi-trailers; a) a truck driving training program authorized by the Ministére
or de I'Education, du Loisir et du Sport as a requirement for a
e a road tractor with three or more vocational diploma;

axles that is pulling one or more b) a program that consists of 300 hours of driving a class 1

trailers or semi-trailers; road vehicle on a public road.
or

The program must include at least 40 hours of driving dis-
pensed by a training school specialized in driving heaving vehi-
cles AND practical on-the-job training that includes the number
of hours necessary to accumulate the required 300 hours.
The program a candidate completes must be recognized by the
Société, which will request various documents, including the
. daily logs of the candidate and the accompanying rider, in the
the trailer;
or case of a 300-hour program.
e a class 3 truck that is pulling any Training Period
other type of trailer or semi-trailer 3 months of experience as the holder of a class 1 learner’s
than that described above and whose licence
net weight is 2,000 kg or over. OR
Note: A road tractor is a motor vehicle 1 month of experience if the candidate meets one of the fol-
that does not have cargo space and that ~ lowing requirements:
is permanently equipped with a fifth e is enrolled in a truck driving training program authorized by

e a class 3 truck that is pulling a trail-

er or semi-trailer whose net weight is

4,500 kg or over and that is used

1 solely for the purpose of transport-
ing equipment, tools and furnish-

ings that remain permanently inside

wheel. the Ministére de 1'Education, du Loisir et du Sport leading to
Classes included: 2. 3. 4A. 4B. 4C. 5 a vocational diploma and successful completion of all the
6D and 8 e mandatory parts of the program prior to driving on the road

without an accompanying rider;

L1
L]

MIATNA HHL
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Vehicles Authorized

A bus with a seating capacity for
more than 24 passengers.

Classes included:
3, 4A, 4B, 4C, 5, 6D and 8

e a straight-body truck: a truck with 2
axles and a net weight of 4,500 kg
or over;

e a truck with 3 or more axles;

¢ a road vehicle pulling a trailer or a
semi-trailer:
¢ whose net weight is under 2,000 kg;
e whose net weight is 2,000 kg and

over, but under 4,500 kg and that
is used solely for the purpose of
transporting equipment, tools and
furnishings that remain perma-
nently inside the trailer.

e any other type of vehicle, except
class 1 and 2 road vehicles and
motorcycles.

Requirements

is age 25 or over;

has 60 months of experience as the holder of a class 5 driver’s
licence;

is the holder of a class 2 or 3 driver’s licence.

24 months of experience as the holder of a class 5 driver’

licence (passenger vehicle).

Training Period

3 months of experience as the holder of a class 2 learner’s licence

OR

1 month if the candidate meets one of the following requirements:

e is age 25 or over;

e has 60 months of experience as the holder of a class 5
driver’s licence;

¢ holds a class 3 driver’s licence.

24 months of experience as the holder of a class 5 driver’s
licence (passenger vehicle).

Training Period
3 months of experience as the holder of a class 3 learner’s
licence

OR

1 month of experience if the candidate meets one of the
following requirements:

e is age 25 or over;

¢ has 60 months of experience as the holder of a class 5 licence.

MIATNA HHL
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Endorsements for classes 1, 2 or 3

Holders of a class 1, 2 or 3 driver’s licence must have an endorsement on their licence
certifying authorization to drive certain heavy vehicles. These endorsements are indicated
on the licence:

e F attests that the person is allowed to drive a heavy vehicle equipped with air brakes;

e M attests that the person is allowed to drive a heavy vehicle equipped with a manual
transmission;

e T attests that the person is allowed to drive a double road train, requiring a special travel
permit. This endorsement only applies to class 1 and requires the holder to have held this
class of licence for at least 5 years.

A licence endorsement also requires that the holder pass a specific test.

To obtain a class 1, 2 or 3" learner’s licence, an applicant must:

e have a driving record with fewer than 4 demerit points;

¢ not have had his/her licence revoked or suspended for demerit points or a driving-related
Criminal Code offence within the previous two years;

e provide a medical examination or health assessment report showing fitness to drive.

Tests

Successfully pass a vision test, knowledge test, pre-trip inspection test and road test with the
vehicle in question.

1. Further information on these licence classes is contained in the brochure Prospective Heavy Vehicle Driver, available through

SAAQ service centres, the Customer relations centre (1 800 361-7620) or the Web site (www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca).

MIATNA HHL
T YILIVHD


http://www.justice.gouv.qc.ca/english/sujets/glossaire/code-crim-a.htm
http://www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/

Vehicles Authorized

An emergency vehicle

(ex. ambulance, police vehicle, fire truck).
Classes included:

4B, 4C, 5, 6D and 8

Minibus: passenger motor vehicle with 2
single-wheel axles and no more than 5 rows
of seats, or a bus with a seating capacity for
24 or fewer passengers.

Classes included:
4C, 5, 6D and 8

Requirements

* Two years’ experience as the holder of a
class 5 licence or hold a class 5 licence and
have passed an emergency vehicle driving
course given by the Québec police training
institute or its equivalent.

o At the time of application, submit a medical
examination or health assessment report
completed by a physician showing fitness
to drive.

e Pass a vision and knowledge test.

® One year of experience as the holder of a
class 5 licence.

o At the time of application, submit a medical
examination or health assessment report
completed by a physician showing fitness
to drive.

e Pass a vision and knowledge test.

MIATNA HHL
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Vehicles Authorized

Taxicab

Classes included:
5, 6D and 8

4¢

oL
L]

Requirements

® One year of experience as the holder of a
class 5 licence.

o At the time of application, submit a medical
examination or health assessment report
completed by a physician showing fitness
to drive.

® No prior conviction within the last 5
years for an offence related to operation
of a taxi.

e A person must hold a taxi permit, in
accordance with the Transportation by
Taxi Act and Regulation. Transport Québec
has prepared the Québec taxi driver’s hand-
book, which provides more information.

e Pass a vision and knowledge test.

MIATNA HHL
T JILdVHD



Vehicles Authorized

¢ A passenger vehicle (automobile or mini-
van) or truck with 2 axles whose net weight
is less than 4,500 kg;

e A motor home;

¢ A tool vehicle: motor vehicle in which the
work station is contained within the driver’s
compartment. The vehicle is manufactured
to carry out a task and designed to travel
at a maximum speed of 70 km/h;

* A service vehicle: vehicle equipped to
supply, repair or tow motor vehicles.

Also authorized is any vehicle covered by
this class hauling a trailer or in the case of
a motor home, another vehicle.

Classes included:

Any motorcycle.
Classes included:
6B, 6C, 6D, 8

Requirements

e Applicants must be age 16 or over. The
written consent of a person with parental
authority is required if the applicant is a
minor.

® One year of experience as the holder of a
learner’s licence, or 8 months in the case of
a person who has passed a driving course
at a recognized school.

® Pass a vision test, knowledge exam and
road test.

® Hold a probationary licence valid for 2 years
or until age 25.

See below.

MIATNA HHL
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Vehicles Authorized Requirements
A motorcycle with a cylinder size of 400 cc  See below.
or less.

Classes included:

A motorcycle with a cylinder size of 125 cc  See below.
or less.

Classes included:

REQUIREMENTS FOR A MOTORCYCLE (Classes 6A, 6B, 6C)

Applicants for a licence to operate a motorcycle must go through the following steps and meet
the demands of each.

To obtain a CrLAss 6R LEARNER’S LICENCE for a motorcycle - this licence allows motor-
cycle operation only for purposes of a driving course or a Société road test.
Applicants must:

® Be age 16 or over. The written consent of a person with parental authority is required if the
applicant is a minor.

MIATNA HHL
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e Pass a vision test and knowledge exam on the Highway Safety Code, road signs and traffic
signals and techniques for operating a motorcycle (an applicant who fails must wait a
minimum of 28 days between tests).

To obtain a CLASS 6A LEARNER’S LICENCE — this licence allows operation of a motorcycle
with an accompanying rider on another motorcycle.
Applicants must:

¢ Have passed a motorcycle driving course given at a school recognized by CAA-Québec or
the Quebec Safety League.

® Hold a class 6R learner’s licence for at least 1 month.

¢ Pass a test on a closed track (an applicant who fails must wait a minimum of 14 days
between tests).

To obtain a class 6A, 6B OR 6C DRIVER’S LICENCE.

¢ Hold a class 6A learner’s licence for at least 7 months.

® Pass a road test using the type of motorcycle that corresponds to the licence sought
(an applicant who fails must wait a minimum of 56 days between tests).

e Hold, if the applicant does not have a class 5 driver’s licence, a probationary licence for
2 years or until age 25 (during this period, the rule of maintaining a zero blood alcohol
level applies and no more than 4 demerit points are allowed).

MIATNA HHL
T YIILdVHD
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Vehicles Authorized Requirements

Moped or motorized scooter o Applicants must be at least age 14. The

A moped or motorized scooter is a two-or  Written consent of a parental authority is
three-wheel passenger vehicle that can required if the applicant is a minor.
travel at a maximum speed of 70 km/h,
operates using an electric or maximum
50 cc motor and is equipped with an auto-
matic transmission.

® Read the guide entitled: Operating a
Moped or Scooter, available at Publications
du Québec and in bookstores.

e Pass a vision test and knowledge exam.

e Applicants must be at least age 16.
The consent of a parental authority is
required if the applicant is a minor.

Farm Tractor

e Pass a vision test and knowledge exam.

6L
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HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

Driving safely not only demands know-how and skills, but also
a state of health that is consistent with the operation of a particular
type of vehicle and its use.

Certain illnesses, disabilities or situations can interfere with a
person’s ability to drive safely. The Regulation respecting access
to driving a road vehicle in connection with the health of drivers
describes these conditions. The most common include sight
disorders, cardiovascular diseases, mental illness, alcoholism,
drug dependency and medication, epilepsy, diabetes, kidney and
lung diseases.

At the time of applying for a licence or on renewal, everyone
has an obligation to advise the SAAQ of any health condition
that might affect driving, and accordingly must fill out and sign
the Declaration of Illness or Impairment form. The SAAQ must
also be informed of any change in a licence holder's state of
health within 30 days.

A person’s particular health condition may affect eligibility
for classes of licences and restrict driving privileges. The most
common situation is one in which the Société issues a licence
with conditions:

e requiring the driver to wear eyeglasses, contact lenses or
a hearing aid;

e requiring the installation of equipment in the vehicle for
driving;

e limiting the time of day, period and area for driving;

e limiting the types of vehicles;

e requiring the presence of another licence holder;

e allowing the person to drive only a vehicle that is equipped
with an alcohol ignition interlock device.
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One or more of the following conditions may appear on a
driver’s licence:

Must wear eyeglasses or contact lenses while driving

Must drive only during the daytime

Must wear a hearing aid when driving

Must undergo a medical examination or health assessment
on renewal

Must drive only a vehicle with a net weight of less
than 2,500 kg

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with an alcohol
ignition interlock device

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with an automatic
transmission

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with power steering

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with power brakes

Must wear a safety harness when driving

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with hand-operated
controls

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with a manual
dimmer switch

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with an accelerator
on the left

Is subject to medical restrictions as indicated

| <lel =l o] =|zl=|~l ] -zl olol=]>]

Must drive only a vehicle equipped with controls adapted

to his/her disability
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The Société may require a driver to undergo a proficiency test,
medical examination or health assessment in the following cases:

e the licence holder is 70 years of age;

¢ the licence authorizes him/her to drive a tractor semi-trailer,
tractor-trailer, straight-body truck, road train, bus or minibus,
emergency vehicle or taxicab;

e the driver has not undergone an examination within the
last ten years;

¢ the Société has reasonable grounds to verify the driver’s
health or driving behaviour on public roads.

Proficiency exams (knowledge or road test) may be required
of a person who wishes to change a licence class. A medical
examination or health assessment may be required before a
condition on the licence can be changed.

The Société may also require a licence holder to submit a
periodic medical or optometric report where a disorder or
impairment requires a periodic follow-up.

The Société may suspend the licence or licence class of any
driver who:

e makes a false health declaration or fails to declare a
health condition;

e refuses to undergo a medical examination or health
assessment or fails to submit the related report;

e refuses to take or fails a proficiency test;

¢ is afflicted with an illness or disability that could jeopardize
roadway safety.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF A DRIVER

Anyone operating a motor vehicle on a public roadway must
carry a valid licence bearing his/her signature. A driver must respect
the conditions indicated on his/her licence. A law enforcement
officer may seize the vehicle of a driver who does not hold a
licence for the class of vehicle driven and may impound it for
thirty days.
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A driver must also have all the documents related to the vehicle,
that is:

e a valid registration certificate for the vehicle;
e proof of insurance coverage or solvency;

¢ a lease contract (original or copy) for a vehicle rented for
less than a 1 year period;

e written proof of the period of the loan of a vehicle by a
car dealer.

A vehicle driver or owner without third-party liability insurance
who becomes involved in an accident causing more than $500 in
property damage is subject to licence suspension (driver’s licence,
probationary licence or learner’s licence). The operation of any
vehicle registered in that person’s name is also prohibited, until the
SAAQ is provided with a payment guarantee or proof of settlement
covering the damage.

The obligation of carrying documents not only applies to
travel on a public roadway; some are required for private roads
open to public traffic, on logging roads and on shopping centre
parking lots.

For holders of licence classes 1, 2 or 3, other documentation
may be required, such as the driving and duty time log, pre-trip
inspection report or certain certificates, depending on the type of
load or services provided.

A law enforcement officer may require a driver to produce any
of these documents for examination.

ONLY ONE LICENCE

It is an offence to hold more than one valid driver’s licence,
probationary licence or learner’s licence issued by the Société or
another authority in Canada or the U.S. for the same class. It is also
an offence to lend a licence or knowingly give false or misleading
information to obtain one.
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CORRECT ADDRESS

The address that appears on a licence must be the holder’s
principal place of residence. The holder must advise the Société
of a change of address, following which the Société will send a
confirmation, which must be kept with the licence.

Under threat of penalties set forth in the Highway Safety Code,
a licence holder must notify the Société of a change of address

within 30 days by mail, in person at a service centre or by
telephone at 1 800 361-7620.

LICENCE REPLACEMENT

The holder of a licence that has been lost, stolen, destroyed,
damaged or on which information has become inaccurate must
request a replacement from the Société. The Société will replace
the licence on payment of the required fee and presentation of
two pieces of identification.

RENEWING A LICENCE

Although a plastic licence with a photo is intended to last 4 years,
the holder is required to pay a licence fee each year, even where
he/she fails to receive notice. Insurance premiums on the licen -
ce are set according to the number of demerit points entered on
the holder’s driving record. In the absence of payment, the
licence holder is not allowed to drive. Driving with an invalid
licence is an offence punishable by a minimum fine of $300 and
additional penalties.

Once a licence has been invalid for at least 3 years, the person
must pass a knowledge test and a road test to drive again.
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HEALTH DECLARATION

A licence holder must declare any diseases or disorders when
the Société asks for information on his/her health, and must fill
out and sign the declaration form when applying for a licence
or upon its renewal. Licence holders must also advise the Société
of any change in their health.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PERSONS
FROM OUTSIDE QUEBEC

NEW RESIDENTS

A newly arrived resident of Québec may drive a passenger
vehicle for 90 days provided he/she holds a valid driver’s licence.

After 90 days, he or she must apply for a Quebec licence,
which may or may not require a proficiency exam:

* Any person who holds a driver’s licence for a passenger
vehicle issued by a Canadian province or territory, the U.S.,
Belgium, South Korea, France, Japan, or certain OECD
member countries may, upon taking up residence in
Québec, exchange this licence for a class 5 licence issued
by the Société.
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¢ For a person who takes up residence in Québec and does
not come from one of the jurisdictions identified above,
the conditions vary according to the number of years the
person has held a valid driver’s licence corresponding to
a class b:

— if the applicant has held a licence for at least 1 year at
the time he/she takes up residence in Québec,
he/she must pass a knowledge exam and road test
before the Société can issue a licence;

— if the applicant has held a licence for less than 1 year,
the licence is not recognized by the Société; he/she is
therefore subject to the same requirements as appli-
cants for their first driver’s licence.

Details on licence exchange may be obtained by contacting
the nearest Société service centre, customer information line
(514 954-7771 or 1 888 356-6616) or, in French, at the Web site
(www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca).

NON-RESIDENTS

A non-resident may operate a motor vehicle in Québec for a
period of not more than 6 consecutive months without obtaining
a Québec licence. A non-resident must, however, hold a valid
driver’s licence issued by a jurisdiction outside Québec which
grants the same right to Québec residents, must drive only those
vehicles covered by the licence and must respect any attendant
conditions.

A student, co-operant or trainee who is a non-resident and
studying at an educational institution in Québec, is exempt from
having to obtain a Québec licence to drive a passenger vehicle for
the period of studies or training, providing the issuing jurisdiction
grants the same right to Québec residents.
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A non-resident who holds a valid international driver’s licence
issued by his/her country of origin may for the period of its
validity drive the motor vehicles authorized by the holder’s regular
licence, which must be valid and kept with the international
driver’s licence for presentation.

A REVOKED OR SUSPENDED LIGENCE

To revoke a licence means to withdraw the driving privilege.
A person whose licence has been revoked is not allowed to operate
a motor vehicle and must comply with conditions prescribed by
the Highway Safety Code before being issued a licence again.

A licence suspension is by nature temporary. A person whose
right to obtain a licence has been suspended cannot obtain any
licence from the Société for a fixed period of time.

Revocation of a licence, its suspension or suspension of the
right to obtain a licence can occur:

e as a result of an unpaid fine for an offence under the
Highway Safety Code or a municipal traffic or parking
bylaw ;

e for an accumulation of demerit points due to Highway
Safety Code offences;

e following a conviction of a driving-related offence under
the Criminal Code;

¢ as a result of being pulled over by a peace officer for
excessive speeding.

The Société is notified of traffic offences that are committed
by drivers in another Canadian province or a U.S. state with
which Québec has a reciprocity agreement and demerit points
are entered on the driver’s record as if the offence had taken
place in Québec.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
http://www.justice.gouv.qc.ca/english/sujets/glossaire/code-crim-a.htm

CHAPTER 1
THE DRIVER

SUSPENSION FOR AN UNPAID FINE

Drivers who do not pay fines for offences under the Highway
Safety Code or a municipal traffic bylaw will have their licence
suspended, or their right to obtain a licence suspended if they
do not hold a licence.

This suspension is applied in accordance with the Code of
Penal Procedure and remains in effect until the Société has been
notified that the fine has been paid. The offender is prohibited
from operating any vehicle for the duration of the suspension.
Failure to respect this restriction could result in vehicle seizure
and impoundment for 30 days.

DEMERIT POINTS

The Société enters demerit points on the record of drivers for
certain offences under the Highway Safety Code, a traffic-related
statute or bylaw. The following table lists offences and the
corresponding number of demerit points.
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Speed-related offences that result in demerit points
Excessive Speeding Demerit Points
. Zone of
Exceeding the .legfal or posted 60 km/h 60 km/h to 100 km/h zone
speed limit by: 90 km/h zone
or less
11 to 20 km/h 1 1 1
21 to 30 km/h 2 2 2
31 to 39 km/h 3 3 3
31 to 45 km/h
40 to 45 km/h 6 3 3
46 to 49 km/h 10 5 5
46 to 60 km/h | 50 to 59 km/h 10 10 5
60 km/h 10 10 10
61 to 80 km/h 14 14 14
81 to 100 km/hh 18 18 18
101 to 120 km/h 24 24 24
121 km/h or over 30 or more 30 or more 30 or more

Excessive speeding

WHAT IS EXCESSIVE SPEEDING?

You commit an excessive speeding offence when you exceed the
speed limit by:

¢ 40 km/h or over in a zone of 60 km/h or less;

* 50 km/h or over in a 60 km/h to 90 km/h zone;

¢ 60 km/h or over in a 100 km/h zone.
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Other offences that result in demerit points

Offences Den.1er1t
points

Driving at a speed too great for weather or road conditions 2
Tailgating 2
Accelerating when being passed 2
Passing a bicycle too closely in a travel lane 2
Failure to yield to pedestrians and cyclists at 9
an intersection
Failure to yield to oncoming traffic 2
Sudden braking without cause 2
Failure to stop before turning right at a red traffic light 3
(where permitted)
Failure to wear a seat belt 3
Failure to wear a helmet (motorcycles, mopeds

. 3
& motorized scooters)
Prohibited passing on the right 3
Prohibited passing on the left 3
Prohibited driving in reverse 3
Failure to obey the order or signal of a peace officer, 3
school crossing guard or flag person
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Other offences that result in demerit points
Offences Den.lerlt
points
Failure to obey a red traffic light or stop sign 3
Failure to come to a mandatory stop at a level crossing 3
Prohibited crossing of a line marking off lanes 3
Driving while using a hand-held device 3
that includes a telephone function
Zigzagging to pass 4
Prohibited passing in a lane reserved for 4
oncoming traffic
Speeding or reckless driving 4
Driving for a wager or stake or in a race 6

Failure to stop when approaching a school bus or
minibus with its flashing lights in operation, or 9
prohibited passing or meeting of such a vehicle

Prohibited use of a tunnel by a vehicle carrying
dangerous substances

Failure of a driver involved in an accident
to do his or her duty

Failure to stop at a level crossing when driving a bus,
a minibus or a road vehicle carrying certain 9
dangerous substances

For holders of a learner's licence, a probationary licence or a driver's
licence with an alcohol ignition interlock requirement. Also, for
any person under age 25 who has held a licence, for less than 5 years, to
drive a moped, motorized scooter or farm tractor only.

Driving without an accompanying rider (learner's 4
licence holder)

Driving with the presence of alcohol in the body 4
Failure to provide a breath sample 4
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ACCUMULATION OF DEMERIT POINTS

A learner’s licence or probationary licence holder who has
accumulated 4 or more demerit points receives a notice from the
Société informing the driver of licence suspension.

A driver’s licence holder who has accumulated 7 or more
demerit points receives a notice from the Société urging improved
driving habits. An additional notice is sent each time new demerit
points are added to that driver’s record. When the number of
points reaches 15, the licence is revoked or the right to a licence
suspended, whether or not the holder receives notice.

A person whose driver’s licence has been revoked must surrender
the licence at the request of the Société within 10 days of the
date the revocation takes effect, failing which he or she becomes
liable to a fine of $300 to $600.

Heavy vehicle drivers covered by the Act respecting owners,
operators and drivers of heavy vehicles, and drivers of a taxi or
emergency vehicle are required to inform the person responsible for
the vehicle, or the owner of the taxi or emergency vehicle, when
their driver’s licence (or class of licence) has been modified, sus-
pended or revoked.

LENGTH OF PENALTY

A person whose driver’s licence has been revoked or the right
to obtain one suspended due to an accumulation of demerit
points can obtain a new driver’s licence only after a period of time
set by the Highway Safety Code. Time periods vary according to
type of licence and point limits.

4 DEMERIT POINTS

For new drivers:

e a person who holds a class 5 or 6A learner’s licence and
who does not yet hold a driver’s licence;
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¢ a person who holds a probationary licence;

¢ a person who holds a class 6D licence (moped or scooter)
or a class 8 licence (farm tractor), under age 25 and who
has held the licence for less than 5 years.

The Code prescribes a 3 month licence suspension where the
driver accumulates 4 points or more in his file. Since probationary
licence holders under age 25 must have 2 years’ experience
driving with a valid licence, the length of their probation period
will be extended an additional period equivalent to the suspension
period. When they are again eligible for a licence, they must go
to a Société service centre to reinstate their licence and driving
privilege.

15 DEMERIT POINTS

A licence is revoked or the right to obtain a licence suspended
for a period of 3, 6 or 12 months, depending on whether the
driver has accumulated 15 demerit points for the first, second or
third time in the previous 2 years.

To obtain a new driver’s licence, the person must schedule
an appointment to take a knowledge test when he/she is again
eligible to hold a licence and pay applicable test and licence
fees. It should be noted that the cost of a new licence will be
increased by a higher insurance premium under the public plan,
which is established on the basis of a driver’s demerit points.

POINTS WRITTEN OFF

Demerit points remain on a driver’s record for 2 years after
the conviction that brought about their entry on the driving
record, or payment of the fine (payment of a fine is equivalent
to a conviction).
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When a licence has become subject to a penalty resulting
from the accumulation of demerit points, 4 or 15 points are
written off the offending driver’s record, depending on the type
of licence. However, any demerit points that exceed these numbers
will remain on the record for 2 years.

For example, for a licence holder who has accumulated 14
demerit points, a subsequent offence will bring that number to 16.
Since the 15 point level has been reached, the driver’s licence is
revoked and 15 points are erased. The remaining demerit
point stays on the driver’s record for 2 years following the
latest conviction.

No points are written off upon renewal of a driver’s or learner’s
licence, nor upon the issue of a first licence, or of a new licence
following revocation.

DEMERIT POINTS AND A RESTRICTED LICENCE

A driver whose licence has been suspended or revoked as a
result of a first-time accumulation of demerit points in 2 years
(4 points for probationary licence, or 15 demerit points for a
driver’s licence) may obtain a restricted licence where his/her
livelihood requires the operation of a motor vehicle. To obtain a
restricted licence, the person must apply to a Court of Québec
judge for a restricted licence and notify the Société of the applica -
tion. The applicant has to prove that driving is an essential
aspect of his/her work and petition the judge to obtain the order
authorizing him/her to hold a restricted licence.

Upon presentation of this order, the Société will issue a
restricted licence.
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CRIMINAL CODE OFFENCES

A person convicted of any of the following Criminal Code
offences will see his/her licence revoked or the right to obtain
a licence suspended:

e criminal negligence of a motor vehicle causing death or
bodily harm;

¢ manslaughter;

e dangerous driving (in light of weather, road and traffic
conditions at the time or reasonably expected use of
vehicle) ;

¢ dangerous driving causing death or bodily harm;

e refusal to stop during a police pursuit;

e leaving the scene of an accident;

¢ hit-and-run causing death or bodily harm;

e refusal to submit to a breathalyzer test or to provide a
blood sample;

e refusal to obey the orders of a law enforcement officer to
provide a breath or blood sample or to submit to
a physical coordination test following an accident
resulting in the death of another person;

e driving or having care of a vehicle while impaired by
alcohol or drugs;

e driving or having care of a vehicle while impaired by
alcohol or drugs and causing death or bodily harm;

e driving or having care of a vehicle while one’s blood
alcohol level is over .08% (80 mg of alcohol per 100 ml
of blood).

Where these offences are committed simultaneously, they
will lead to a single penalty.

The Société is notified of driving-related criminal offences
committed in another Canadian province or equivalent offences
in a U.S. state with which Québec has a reciprocal agreement.
Such offences are entered on the driver’s record and result in the
same penalty as if the offence took place in Québec.
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PENALTIES FOR ALCOHOL-IMPAIRED DRIVING

Measures adopted to counter alcohol-impaired driving are
based on prevention, that is, the identification and monitoring of
persons who have difficulty disassociating alcohol consumption
with driving a vehicle. Measures are more severe for repeat offenders
in an effort to persuade them to change their behaviour regarding
alcohol consumption.

ZERO ALCOHOL RULE

Under the Highway Safety Code, the following persons cannot
drive, or have the care or control of a motor vehicle if there is
the presence of alcohol in their body:

¢ a person who does not hold a licence and who has never
held a driver’s licence other than that which authorizes
driving only a moped, scooter (class 6D) or farm tractor
(class 8);

e a person who holds a learner’s licence which authorizes
driving a passenger vehicle (class 5) or motorcycle (class 6A),
unless he/she has previously held a driver’s licence for a
class of vehicle other than 6D or 8;

¢ a person who holds a probationary licence;
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¢ a person who holds a driver’s licence authorizing only
the driving of a moped, scooter (class 6D) or farm tractor
(class 8), under age 25 and who has held a licence for
less than 5 years;

¢ a person who holds a restricted licence issued following
the suspension of a probationary licence;

¢ a person who holds a licence authorizing only the driving
of a vehicle equipped with an alcohol ignition interlock
device;

¢ a person who holds a licence requiring that he/she must
maintain a zero blood alcohol level to drive, or have the
care or control of a motor vehicle.

IMMEDIATE LICENCE SUSPENSION

A law enforcement officer immediately suspends the licence
or right to obtain a licence for a 90-day period:
1. of any person subject to the zero alcohol rule who drives,

or has the care or control of a motor vehicle and has the
presence of alcohol in his/her body;

2. of any person who drives, or has the care or control of a
motor vehicle when his/her blood alcohol level is over .08;

3. of any person who refuses to provide a breath or blood
sample.

LENGTH OF DRIVING PROHIBITION

When a driver is convicted of an offence under the Criminal
Code, a judge can impose a driving prohibition period. The period
varies according to the offender’s driving record and the type
of offence.
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A minimum fine of $1,000 may accompany a driving prohibi-
tion period in the case of a first offence; fines for subsequent
offences are at the discretion of the judge. The offender may
also be subject to a prison term.

The Highway Safety Code provides for revocation of a learner’s
licence, probationary licence or driver’s licence as well as suspension
of the right to obtain one of these licences. The minimum period
of licence revocation or suspension of the right to obtain a licence
is 1, 3 or 5 years, depending on the number of times the offender’s
licence has been revoked or suspended in the previous 10 years
for an alcohol-related driving conviction.

If a court imposes a driving prohibition period longer than
the revocation period provided in the Highway Safety Code, the
judge’s decision prevails and the driving prohibition period
shall apply.

CONDITIONS FOR REINSTATING A LICENCE

A person whose licence has been revoked following a criminal
conviction for impaired driving is required to meet particular
conditions before a licence can be reinstated. The Highway Safety
Code provides that:

e for a first offence within the last 10 years:

— the offender must successfully complete the Alcofrein
driver education program recognized by the the Minister
of Transport that is intended to raise awareness about
drinking and driving problems and prevent a repeat
offence;

— the offender must undergo a summary assessment
conducted by a duly authorized person who works in
an addiction rehabilitation centre. The final assessment
report must show that the offender’s behaviour is
consistent with the safe operation of a vehicle.
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If the results of the assessment are favourable, the offender
may obtain a licence at the end of the revocation period.

If, however, the results of the assessment are unfavourable,
the offender must undergo a comprehensive assessment
(the same procedure applies to a repeat offender).
Furthermore, once this process has been completed and
the offender would like to obtain a new licence, for a
period of 1 year he/she will only be allowed to drive a
vehicle equipped with an alcohol ignition interlock;

e for a repeat offence within 10 years:

— the offender must undergo a comprehensive assessment
over a period of 7 to 9 months, the purpose of which is
to render his/her relationship to alcohol consistent with
the safe operation of a vehicle. Before a new licence can
be issued, this assessment should clearly demonstrate,
to the satisfaction of the Société, that his/her alcohol
consumption habits do not compromise the safe operation
of a motor vehicle. The assessment must be conducted by
a duly authorized person who works in an addiction
rehabilitation centre or service;

— the mandatory installation of an alcohol ignition interlock
device is required for a period of 2 years for a second
conviction or 3 years for a third conviction or more.

Fees to register in the Alcofrein program and the costs of
summary and comprehensive assessments must be assumed
by participants.
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LICENCE REQUIRING USE OF AN ALCOHOL IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICE

1. After the driving prohibition period handed down by the
court, the driver may apply to the Société for a restricted licence,
which will be valid until the end of the driver’s licence revocation
period imposed under the Highway Safety Code. An offender may
also apply for a restricted licence during the driving prohibition
period. A restricted licence authorizes the offender to drive a
vehicle on the condition that it is equipped with an alcohol
ignition interlock device. This device prevents engine operation
if it detects the presence of alcohol in the driver’s body.

2. At the end of the licence revocation period, use of an alcohol
ignition interlock device is mandatory in order to obtain a new
licence in the following cases:

e if the driver is a repeat offender (2 or 3-year mandatory use);

¢ if the summary assessment is unfavourable for a first-time
offending driver (mandatory use for 1 year).


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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3.If the offending driver wishes to drive at the end of the penalty
period and if he/she has not received a satisfactory assessment
report, the applicant may obtain, on a voluntary basis, a licence
authorizing him/her to drive only a vehicle equipped with an
alcohol ignition interlock. However, the period during which he/she
drives using the device will not reduce the period of mandatory
use imposed.

To obtain a licence authorizing driving with an alcohol igni-
tion interlock, the driver must also meet the following conditions:

¢ have no other penalty on his/her record;

¢ submit proof of an agreement to install an ignition inter-
lock device by a Société-approved shop;

¢ observe the terms of use for the interlock device;
e assume costs relating to use of the device.

A licence requiring use of an ignition interlock device cannot
be issued for motorcycle classes or for a learner.

The licence classes authorized are those held by the driver at
the time the penalty was imposed.

If the supplier of an ignition interlock device informs the Société
that a driver is not complying with operating conditions, the
Société may revoke or suspend the licence.
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VEHICLE SEIZURE

A vehicle can be seized, towed immediately and impounded
for 30 days, whether or not the offending driver is the vehicle
owner if:

e the driver’s licence has been revoked or suspended due
to a Criminal Code offence, an accumulation of demerit
points, an unpaid fine or for medical reasons;

¢ a motor vehicle is not equipped with an ignition interlock
device, despite the fact that the driver’s licence authorizes
him/her to drive only a vehicle fitted with this device;

e the driver fails to respect ignition interlock conditions or
drives with the presence of alcohol in the body;

e the driver fails to respect the terms of a restricted licence
issued because of demerit points;

¢ the driver does not hold a valid driver’s licence, of a class
appropriate for the type of vehicle used and carrying the
mandatory endorsements (in the case of heavy vehicles);

e the holder of a learner's licence for a motorcycle (6R) is
operating the vehicle outside of a driving school's course
or a road test for the SAAQ;

e the driver of a road vehicle commits an excessive speed-
ing offence;

e the driver (or individual who has care of the vehicle) has
a blood alcohol level above 0.16% (160 mg of alcohol
per 100 ml of blood);

e the driver refuses to provide a breath or blood sample.


http://www.justice.gouv.qc.ca/english/sujets/glossaire/code-crim-a.htm
http://www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/
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If the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, he/she is
required to immediately notify the vehicle owner of its seizure.
The driver is also responsible for submitting to the vehicle owner
a copy of the seizure report.

In order to recover the vehicle, the owner must pay all towing
and storage charges, and then take the appropriate steps for
reimbursement by the offender.

FINES FOR DRIVING DURING A PENALTY PERIOD

A person who drives a vehicle while his/her licence is subject
to a penalty must, in addition to dealing with an immediate
seizure, pay a fine generally between $300 and $600. If a penalty
period had been imposed for impaired driving, the fine will be
$1,500 to $3,000.

An owner who allows use of a vehicle by someone whose
licence has been suspended or revoked is liable to a fine of $300
to $600; if the person’s licence had been revoked for impaired
driving, the owner’s fine will be $1,500 to $3,000.

Before lending or renting out a vehicle, the owner can check
the validity of the driver’s licence with the Société by calling
1 900 565-1212. There is a charge of $1.50 per call for the
automated service.

The table below lists the statutes and penalties imposed
under the Criminal Code and Highway Safety Code following a
conviction for impaired driving;:

In addition to the cost of a fine, offenders are required to pay
registration fees and a mandatory contribution to the crime vic-
tims’ assistance program (Indemnisation des victimes d’actes
criminels). Additional fees may also apply.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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Criminal Code Highway Safety Code

Driving Immediate licence suspension for 90 days
prohibition of 1 yr Immediate vehicle impoundment for 30 days if the
Possible ignition interlock | bloodalcohol level is in excess of 160 mg/100 ml
use after a minimum or for refusing to provide a breath sample

driving prohibition Licence revocation for a period of 1 yr!

of 3 months

Mandatory Alcofrein? session

Fine of at least $1000 . .
oo s Summary assessment of a driver's alcohol or drug habits to
determine whether they compromise the safe operation of a
motor vehicle.
If summary assessment is unfavourable :
¢ comprehensive assessment*
* mandatory ignition interlock use for 1 yr after licence
revocation once an assessment is satisfactory for the Société
Driving Immediate licence suspension for 90 days
prohibition of 2 yrs Immediate vehicle impoundment for 30 days if the
Possible ignition interlock | blood alcohol level is in excess of 160 mg/100 ml or
use after a minimum for refusing to provide a breath sample
driving prohibition Licence revocation for a period of 3 yrs
of 6 months .
. Comprehensive assessment*
Imprisonment for at C . .
least 30 days Mandatory ignition interlock use for 2 yrs after licence

revocation once an assessment is satisfactory for the Société

Driving prohibition Immediate licence suspension for 90 days
of 3 yrs Immediate vehicle impoundment for 30 days if the
Possible ignition interlock | bloodalcohol level is in excess of 160 mg/100 ml or
use after a minimum for refusing to provide a breath sample
driving prohibition Licence revocation for a period of 5 yrs!
of 12 months .

Comprehensive assessment*

}:;;n;ggn&:r;; for at Mandatory ignition interlock use for 3 yrs after licence

revocation once an assessment is satisfactory for the Société

Imprisonment for up
to 10 yrs

Maximum life sentence

10 yrs

Driving while prohibited: vehicle impoundment for 30 days
and fine of $1885 to $3760**

Zero alcohol for holders of a learner’s licence

or a probationary licence.

ISee the SAAQ folder, “Criminal Code offences. Drivers’ licences”. 2Alcofrein program : driver education program recognized by the
Minister of Transport. The aim of the program is to raise awareness about the problems associated with alcohol and drug consumption
(session fee payable by offender). 3Summary assessment : aims to determine the likelihood of an individual's repeat impaired-driving
offence (fee payable by offender). *Comprehensive assessment : aims to identify the behavioural problems, establish a supervision and
follow up plan according to the severity of a case and the individual’s motivation (several meetings over a period of six to nine months, fee
payable by offender). N.B. : are cond d by ized addiction rehabilitation centre professionals working in the health and
social services network.

Hoool

DRIVER’S HANDIBOOK
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RIGHT OF CHALLENGE

An individual whose licence or right to obtain one has been
suspended for 30, 60 or 90 days after being stopped for excessive
speeding or following a repeat impaired driving offence may file
an application with the Société for a review of the suspension
but he/she must assume the related costs. If a suspension is lifted,
the Société reimburses costs incurred by the applicant. If the sus-
pension is maintained following a review, the applicant may,
within 10 days, contest the decision before the Administrative
Tribunal of Québec.

The Highway Safety Code makes provisions for other circum-
stances which give an individual the right to contest certain
decisions of the Société before the Administrative Tribunal of
Québec, within 60 days of the decision. A person may appeal
to the Tribunal when the Société has refused to issue or renew
his/her driver’s licence, probationary licence or learner’s licence,
or suspended it on medical grounds or for failure to submit the
required medical examination or health assessment report.

A vehicle owner may petition the Court of Québec or apply
to the Société for the lifting of a vehicle seizure.

The Société may review a decision at any time unless it has
been challenged before the Tribunal or a court.

FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE DRIVING

At first glance, a driver’s task appears rather straightforward.
Driving, however, requires more than simply starting the engine,
steering and bringing the vehicle to a stop. A driver has to master
driving techniques and traffic rules and understand that the
decisions he/she makes must take into account other drivers as
well as road and traffic conditions.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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Statistics on accidents and traffic offences, not to mention the
number of victim’s injured or killed each year on the road, bear
witness to the complexity of the task.

Driving a vehicle calls on a driver’s knowledge and the infor-
mation he/she picks up while driving. A driver must therefore
know how to interpret his/her surroundings, and be prepared to
react and anticipate the reactions of others and before making a
decision. A driver’s decisions reflect his/her assessment of a
situation. On approaching an intersection, for example, there is
more involved than simply recognizing a stop sign and stop-
ping. The driver has to assess the distance between the vehicle
and the stop sign based on his/her speed, the road conditions
and the presence of others on the road to determine the rate at
which the vehicle must slow and where it will come to a stop.

New and experienced drivers will acknowledge that health,
personality and surroundings are often factors that play a role
in their driving. A driver’s decisions are influenced by dominant
character traits, mood and general well-being.

A motor vehicle operator’s physical and psychological state
are crucial to safe use of the roadway.

VISION

Safe operation of a vehicle depends on eyesight. Studies have
shown that 90% of a driver’s decisions are based on information
gathered through the eye. Loss of visual acuity or field of vision
has an immediate affect on performance, primarily at the time a
decision must be made on the roadway. Therein lies the risk of
an accident, both for the operator and other road users.

A number of elements come into play in giving the driver an
accurate picture of his/her surroundings. Impairment of one
aspect, especially if the driver is unaware of the weakness, can
be dangerous and may even render the person unfit to drive.
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VISUAL ACUITY

Visual acuity is the ability to clearly distinguish objects from
a distance. Acuity varies from one individual to another and
those with a below-average ability to see things sharply may not
be aware of many details they are missing; they think they can see
as well as others. A loss of visual acuity is generally associated
with aging and a person’s health. Only periodic eye examinations
will reveal a progressive deterioration of visual acuity.

FIELD OF VISION

The visual field is the expanse of space in which objects are
perceived while the eyes focus on one particular point. The area
of a driver’s visual field must be large enough to view at a glance
any obstacle in front or on either side of the vehicle. It is as
important as good visual acuity since an impaired visual field
increases the risk of accidents.

A driver’s field of vision narrows as the speed of a vehicle
increases. It is the same when the eye focuses on one object.
Drugs, alcohol and fatigue often produce the same effect. An eye
condition and neurological disorder may also seriously impair the
field of vision. Even wide eyeglass rims can affect the field of vision.

STEREOSCOPIC VISION

Stereoscopic vision, or depth perception, is a person’s ability
to accurately situate objects in three-dimensional space. It enables
a driver to estimate the distance between his/her vehicle and
other objects around even when those objects are in motion.

CORRECTIVE LENSES

Contact lenses and eyeglasses should be worn if required.
Someone with a driver’s licence that bears the “A” condition
must wear lenses or glasses for driving. Failure to comply is an
offence punishable by a fine.



CHAPTER 1
THE DRIVER

AT NIGHT

It is always more hazardous to drive at night than during
the day, regardless of a driver’s visual acuity. Adapting to night
driving means reducing speed, given the limited scope of a
vehicle’s headlights.

Road signs are covered with a material that reflects a vehicle’s
headlight, allowing a driver to see them from farther away than
other non-reflective objects. A driver therefore should not judge
the reach of a vehicle’s lights by the reflection from a sign.

Two factors are crucial to night driving:
e the driver’s ability to see under little light;
e resistance to glare.

As a person ages, his/her ability to adjust to glare is reduced.
If night driving is particularly difficult, greater caution is necessary.

Wearing tinted glasses is strongly discouraged at night; they
inevitably reduce a driver’s visual acuity.

PHYSICAL DISORDERS

Some physical ailments may be the direct cause of an accident.
Health care professionals can report the name and address of
any patient age 14 or older whom they deem unfit to drive on
the basis of health or vision. A professional who makes such a
report cannot be sued for damages.

By reason of a person’s state of health, the Société may suspend
or refuse to issue a licence, or change the conditions on a licence.
It may also require the individual involved to submit to further
examination or assessment by a health care professional. Obviously,
a responsible driver will comply with the recommendations of
his/her physician.

Temporary conditions such as headaches and fever make driving
more difficult. A person should obviously not get behind the wheel
if this is the case. A driver who feels ill while traveling should
find a safe spot off the road to stop the vehicle.
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FATIGUE

When we're tired, our ability to drive is diminished and the
consequences could be disastrous.

Drowsiness has many causes. In some cases, it follows a
heavy meal. Most often it is the result of a lack of sleep, the
monotony of the road, lack of practice for night driving or the
temperature inside a vehicle.

Drowsiness can affect alertness. A driver must consider the first
signs of drowsiness a clear warning of the risk of an accident.

Because fatigue slows muscle coordination, a driver who feels
tired, who yawns, whose eyes are irritated or who has short
hallucinations must stop for awhile. Stretching the legs may be
all that is needed. Sometimes a short nap may leave a driver
feeling refreshed.

A person’s mental or psychological state is also an important
factor in the safe operation of a motor vehicle. An individual
who is experiencing an extreme emotion such as anger or grief
should therefore refrain from driving.

CELL PHONE

Since April 1, 2008, use of any type of hand-held device with a
telephone function has been prohibited while driving. The law
bans use of any type of device with a telephone function that can
connect to a telephone network, whether or not it has been acti-
vated. These include:

¢ conventional cell phones;
e wireless information devices (BlackBerry);

e cell phones with a transmitter-receiver function (walkie-
talkie), such as the TELUS Mike or cell phones that are
linked to the 10-4 service provided by BELL. This type of
device is prohibited, even if the cell phone function has
been deactivated;

e devices that display emails or that enable a user to browse
the Internet.
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Simply holding this type of device in your hand while driving,
regardless of use, is an offence. A “hand-held device” means one
where the entire device is held in the hand to make a call.

The Meaning of the Expression “While Driving”

A driver who brings his or her vehicle to a stop in compliance
with road signs and traffic signals or due to obstruction of traffic
continues to drive the vehicle. The individual is considered to be
controlling a vehicle so as to comply with road signs and traffic sig-
nals or to avoid traffic obstructions. Therefore, a driver who is wait-
ing at a red light or in a traffic jam is considered to be driving a
vehicle and therefore cannot use a hand-held cell phone.

However, a driver who brings a vehicle to a safe and legal stop
at the side of a road to use a cell phone is no longer considered to
be driving, even if the vehicle’s engine is still running.

CBs Are Authorized

Use of devices that have been installed in the vehicle dashboard
or are mounted on the dashboard and only the microphone or
receiver is held in the hand, are not prohibited.

This applies to high frequency radio communication equip-
ment, such as central battery telephone systems or portable trans-
mitters-receivers, more commonly known as CBs and walkie-
talkies.

Safety Tips
As a motorist, you are responsible for driving safely. You should
therefore keep the following safety rules in mind:

¢ Turn off your phone before you get behind the wheel and
let your voice mail take your calls.

e If you absolutely have to use your phone, pull over first to
a location where you are allowed to do so, for your own
safety and that of others. For example:

¢ on the side of the road where the maximum speed
limit is less than 70 km/h;
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¢ in a parking lot;
® in a service area.

e Remember that, except in an emergency, no one is allowed
to bring their vehicle to a stop on the shoulder of a high-
way or on a highway entrance or exit ramp.

® You can also ask passengers in the vehicle to answer or
make a call for you.

ALCOHOL

Impaired driving is a serious social concern! In Québec, alcohol
use is a factor in about 32% of fatal accidents, 16% of accidents
causing serious injury and 5% of accidents causing minor injury.
On average, between 2002 and 2006, alcohol accounted for
200 deaths and 2,900 injured.

Alcohol compels a driver to take risks. Today, it is common
knowledge that alcohol impairs a person’s ability to drive. The
more a person drinks, the poorer his/her ability to exercise
safe judgment.

Driving under the influence of alcohol significantly increases
the risk of a serious accident, with its dire consequences and
increasingly harsher penalties.

Just one glass of wine may produce the effects described above.
Even if a person’s blood alcohol level is below .08% these effects
may appear, since at .05% the faculties of an average adult are
significantly affected. It is important to note that young drivers
are more easily affected, and by smaller amounts of alcohol.
A driver aged 16 to 19 with a blood alcohol level of .03
is three times more at risk of becoming involved in a
fatal accident.

The effects of alcohol surface relatively quickly if a person is
tired or drinks on an empty stomach. The more alcohol ingested,
the more serious the impairment. No person should drive after
drinking.

Since alcohol is consumed on a number of different occasions, it
is important to reduce the impact of alcohol by exercising modera -

tion and reminding guests at a reception of their responsibility. ®
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Some recommendations:
e drink very little and slowly;
¢ have something to eat when drinking;
e serve non-alcoholic beverages (including water);
e space your drinks;

e stop serving alcohol at least an hour before the end of
the reception;;

e take steps to ensure that you do not operate a vehicle if you
have had a drink — have another person drive or take a
taxi or bus;

e allow a guest who has had too much to drink to stay over;
e plan ahead.

Many people believe that a person who is used to drinking
will be better able to “handle” alcohol and avoid being impaired.
While it is true that the habitual drinker’s body adjusts, the impression
of sobriety is illusory, leading the person to overestimate his/her
ability to drive.

Popular remedies for reducing the effects of alcohol rarely
work. Some people believe that eating while drinking helps the
elimination process. The presence of food in the stomach, however,
merely slows down the absorption of alcohol into the blood;
it does not prevent the person from reaching a higher blood
alcohol concentration.

The fact remains that the liver breaks down 90% of alcohol
consumed by an individual. A healthy individual’s liver works
at a steady rate, processing a given number of mg in an hour,
regardless of the amount consumed. It takes at least 5 hours
for the body to eliminate the amount of alcohol consumed by
someone with a .08% blood alcohol concentration.

Taking a walk or shower will not speed up the alcohol elimina-
tion process. There is no miraculous method for increasing the
body’s ability to metabolize alcohol. Time is the only remedy.
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MAIN EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL ON A VEHICLE OPERATOR

On observation

e Rather than scanning the road ahead, to the sides and
occasionally behind, a driver under the influence of alcohol
tends to focus on one spot or object ahead: he/she pays
less attention to vehicles, persons and objects on or near
the road.

e The driver is less able to estimate distances between objects.
e The driver is less able to adapt to darkness.

e At night, a driver has difficulty focusing after encountering
the glare of an oncoming vehicle and the time it takes to
adjust after the vehicle has passed is longer than normal.

e There is a decreased sense of danger and the driver therefore
takes more risks.

On decision-making
¢ Brain activity is slowed.
e The driver is less able to recognize a problem situation.
e Making a quick decision is difficult.

On execution

e The stimulation provoked by alcohol results in overconfi-
dence of one’s abilities.

e Slower brain activity results in a loss of muscular coordina -
tion. Since a driver is slow to realize that he/she must act,
limb movements are often abrupt and imprecise. He/she
finds it difficult to stay in the lane, go through an intersection,
change lanes, make a turn, control the vehicle and even
come to a stop. Alcohol will also affect the sense of balance
of a motorcycle rider.
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DRUGS AND MEDICATION

It is common knowledge that drugs and some medications
have an impact on an individual’s ability to operate a motor
vehicle. The use of drugs (marijuana, cocaine, amphetamines, etc.)
or mood-altering medications (minor tranquilizers, anti-depressants,
sedatives, etc.) increase the risk of accident. In combination with
alcohol the risk climbs significantly.

PRECAUTIONS

A driver taking medication must make a reasonable assessment
of whether its use is consistent with the safe operation of a vehicle.

Taken alone, some medications have effects similar to those
produced by alcohol. This is particularly true for minor tranquilizers
or sleeping pills.

Antihistamines (in the form of syrup or pills) to relieve allergy
or cold symptoms can cause drowsiness. A person using such
medication should read the label carefully and ask a physician
or pharmacist about side effects and the likely impact on the
ability to drive.

A driver under medication should never drink alcohol. Such a
combination is dangerous because the side effects of the medica-
tion are multiplied by those of the alcohol. The combined effects
significantly impair a person’s ability to react and may leave
him/her completely unable to drive.
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A DRIVER’S MIND-SET

Although a driver’s physical health is important, his/her mental
health requires serious consideration. Personality traits often
show up in behaviour at the controls of a motor vehicle, which
provides an individual with a feeling of independence and serves
as an outlet for emotions.

Some drivers show self-respect and consideration. In a difficult
driving situation, their decisions are based on tolerance, patience
and foresight. Fully aware of the inherent danger involved in
operating a motor vehicle, their skills and driving habits improve
with experience.

However, some situations are more likely to lead to conflicts
between drivers, for example, city rush hours or getting on and off
highways. People react in a wide variety of ways to traffic jams. To
avoid making a bad situation worse, a driver must moderate
his/her behaviour and anticipate possible danger.

Regardless of the cause of a traffic problem, it is sometimes
best just to slow down and, if necessary, pull off to the side of the
road. This does not mean being passive; it means being alert.

A good driver should plan ahead, choosing travel times and
routes that make it possible to avoid traffic congestion and the
likelihood of an accident. These are preferable alternatives to
using the shoulder of the road or stop-and-go tactics to move
forward faster than the person ahead.
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OBSERVATION

Observing the immediate surroundings and checking on all
sides of the vehicle are key to determining if one can safely overtake
a vehicle, change lanes, proceed through an intersection or merge
with traffic. A driver must base the decision to proceed or yield
the way to other road users on information he or she receives
through direct observation. A driver must also adjust his/her speed
to traffic conditions.

‘We must think about what happens when a driver goes through
an intersection without stopping and making the necessary verifi-
cations, or a driver who overtakes a vehicle without checking for
oncoming traffic. Serious accidents and victims who had the
misfortune of being in the wrong place at the wrong time are
commonplace. Negligence increases the risk of accident.

EXERCISING JUDGMENT

A greater number of accidents occur at night and on weekends;
vigilance is especially called for during these times. The possibility
of human error is all around, in the vehicle ahead or behind, in
the oncoming vehicle or the one overtaking you. Your judgment
may be called upon at any moment.

Unexpected situations may call for reduced speed. Road building
or repair work, a mishap, fog, etc., may test one’s patience and
leave little time for proper response.

All drivers will encounter situations that are beyond their
control, for example a traffic light may be defective, the driver
in front may appear lost or is driving too slowly or any other
unexpected situation may cause a driver to lengthen or change
his/her route.
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This is when a driver must exercise judgment. Obviously, no
one takes pleasure in yielding to or being intimidated by other
drivers or backing down from a risky venture. A hurried action,
however, can lead to a dramatic situation. Inconvenience or delay
is the small price a smart driver is willing to pay for safer roads.
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A Il road vehicles must be registered to be used
on a public roadway in Québec. Owners are
responsible for having their vehicle registered at
a Societé de l'assurance automobile du Québec
service cenire.

Owners must pay their registration fees every
year so they can continue to drive their vehicle.

The Highway Safety Code and its requlations
also require vehicle owners to maintain their
vehicles properly and to ensure that they have the
features and accessories required by law.

VEHICLE REGISTRATION

IN GENERAL

Every road vehicle must be registered unless exempted under
the Highway Safety Code. The owner is responsible for applying
to the Société de I’assurance automobile du Québec on taking
possession of a vehicle or before expiry of temporary registration
from a vehicle dealer. A vehicle owner who takes up residence
in Québec must apply for registration within 90 days.


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=3&file=/C_24_2/C24_2_A.htm
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The registration remains valid for as long as the vehicle and
the owner remain the same.

When the vehicle is registered, the Société issues a licence
plate and registration certificate that corresponds to the owner
category and vehicle type, use and place of operation.

VEHICLES EXEMPT FROM REGISTRATION

Registration is not required for the following road vehicles,
which are not used on public roads:

snowblowers with a net weight of 900 kg or less;
farm tractors that are not used on public roads;

snowmobiles with a net weight of 55 kg or less and a
maximum speed under 15 km/h;

snowmobiles, with a net weight of 450 kg or less that
are owned by a person who does not reside in Québec
provided that the snowmobile is registered in compliance
with the laws of the owner’s place of residence or head
office;

motorized toy vehicles that can carry one person;
golf carts;

garden tractors, not including farm tractors, and riding
mowers that carry one person;

road vehicles used exclusively inside a building;
farm machinery owned by a farmer.
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OBTAINING A VEHICLE’S REGISTRATION
AND THE RIGHT TO OPERATE THE VEHICLE

REQUIREMENTS

To register a vehicle and obtain the right to operate it on the
road, owners must:

e meet the terms and conditions set out by regulation;
e pay the fees set by regulation;

¢ following the purchase of a used vehicle, submit the
odometer reading at the time of registration.

As well, their driver's licence must not be currently suspend-
ed for unpaid fines.

Owners of heavy vehicles (trucks or buses with a net weight of
more than 3,000 kg) and owners of tow trucks or road vehicles
used to transport hazardous material must enter their vehicles in
the register of owners and operators of heavy vehicles kept by
the Commission des Transports du Québec.

COST OF REGISTRATION

The cost of registration varies according to vehicle type, use
and place of operation. It includes:

e the registration fee;

¢ the Québec automobile insurance plan premiumy;

e administrative charges;

e a contribution of motorists to public transit, if applicable;
e sales tax.

Additional charges are added for passenger vehicles that are
no more than seven years old and valued at over $40,000.
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MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE

The Automobile Insurance Act requires every vehicle owner to
have third-party liability insurance coverage in the amount of at
least $50,000. This is a legal obligation for anyone who plans
to drive on public roads in Québec.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENT FOR MINORS

Minors who wish to register a vehicle must provide the Société
with written consent from their parent or legal guardian.

CASES IN WHICH VEHICLE REGISTRATION MAY BE DENIED

The Société will not register a vehicle if the applicant cannot
prove sole or joint ownership, or prove that the vehicle is owned
by a business in which he/she has an interest.

CONDITIONS RELATING TO VEHICLE REGISTRATION

SIGNATURE

The person in whose name a registration certificate is issued
must sign it as soon as he/she receives it.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

The person whose name appears on the registration certificate
must inform the Société of any change of address within 30 days.

MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE CARD

A person who drives, has charge of or exercises control over
a motor vehicle must carry the vehicle’s registration certificate
and vehicle liability insurance card and must be able to show
them upon request by a law enforcement officer.
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LICENCE PLATE INSTALLATION

Vehicle owners must securely attach their licence plates to the
rear of their vehicles or elsewhere as determined by regulation.

However, owners of combination vehicles designed to pull a
trailer must attach the licence plate to the front of the vehicle.

LEGIBLE AND CLEAN LICENCE PLATES

Only the inscription determined by the Société may appear
on a licence plate.

The licence plate must be kept free of any matter that might
prevent it from being clearly legible. There must also be sufficient
lighting at the rear to make it visible at night.

A law enforcement officer may require that the operator of a
motor vehicle clean the licence plate if it is so dirty that it is hard
to read.

NO OTHER PLATES ALLOWED

No plate that might be confused with one issued by the
Société or an equivalent authority in another jurisdiction may be
affixed to a vehicle, unless another Québec statute so requires.

CERTIFICATE AND PLATE REPLACEMENT

The holder of a registration certificate that is damaged, illegible
or lost must apply to the Société for a replacement. A fee will be
charged for the new certificate.

Anyone who operates a vehicle with a licence plate that is so
damaged that it is illegible is subject to a fine.
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ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEES

To retain the right to drive their vehicles, owners have to pay
registration fees every year no later than the due date set by
regulation.

No grace period is allowed for late payment. The full amount
indicated on the notice must be paid unless the vehicle owner is
taking the vehicle off the road before the beginning of the new
registration period. Additional charges are applied when registration
fees are not paid before or by the deadline.

Owners who owe the Société an amount that has not been
paid are not allowed to drive their vehicle.

DISCARDING A VEHICLE

Owners who discard a vehicle because it can no longer be used
must inform the Société and declare that they will not be driving
the vehicle anymore. These requests may be made by phone.

Before a discarded vehicle is authorized to be used once more
on a public roadway, the owner must have the vehicle mechanically
inspected, assuming all costs relating to such, and ensure that all
repairs required to allow the vehicle to meet regulatory standards
are met.

VEHICLE STORAGE

Vehicle owners who wish to store their vehicles for an indefinite
amount of time must inform the Société. During this time, they
cannot drive their vehicle but the licence plate must remain on it.
The Société gives the vehicle owner a receipt to confirm that
the vehicle is in storage. If the storage application is made by
telephone, the owner is sent a letter to confirm the vehicle’s
change of status.
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REIMBURSEMENT

If the vehicle is discarded, placed in storage, sold, damaged
beyong repair, stolen or registered in another jurisdiction, the
owner is entitled to be reimbursed for part of the amount paid
to cover registration fees and the Québec automobile insu -
rance plan premium.

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

When the ownership of a vehicle is transferred, supporting
documents are required, for example a piece of identity, power of
attorney where another person is being represented, or a document
giving the parent’s consent in the case of a minor. As well, no one
whose driver's licence is suspended for unpaid fines may cede
ownership of a vehicle.

VEHICLE PURCHASED FROM AN INDIVIDUAL

Before buying an individual's vehicle, the prospective purchaser
should check with the SAAQ that an unpaid fine does not prevent
a change of ownership.

When a vehicle is purchased from an individual, both the buyer
and seller must go to the Société service centre. The person selling
the vehicle must hand in the registration certificate. The vehicle
is then issued a new registration confirming that the person
acquiring the vehicle is the new owner.

EXCHANGE OF VEHICLES

When two people exchange road vehicles, each vehicle owner
must apply for new registration and pay applicable fees.

TRANSACTION THROUGH A DEALER

A person who sells a road vehicle to a dealer must give the
dealer the registration certificate, after having endorsed it.

If the person does not purchase a new vehicle, can he/she must
turn in the licence plate to the Société.


http://www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca/
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If they do purchase a new vehicle, they must apply to the
Société for its registration. The same licence plate can be used,
if so desired.

RULES GOVERNING VEHICLES AND ACCESSORIES®

MANDATORY IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS

Road vehicles must bear manufacturers’ serial numbers. The
numbers manufacturers assign are recorded by the Société de
l'assurance automobile du Québec. The Société may also assign
and affix an identification number.

Vehicle owners who find that their vehicle does not show a
serial number must apply to the Société to have one.

Changing, making illegible, defacing, removing and replacing
a vehicle’s serial number is prohibited without prior consent
from the Société.

COMPULSORY EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES

All road vehicles must include the features and accessories
that the manufacturer is required to include under Québec statutes
and regulations.

2. Farm-use vehicles are subject to specific traffic rules and safety standards.
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Buses and minibuses used to carry school children must be
equipped with signs at the front and rear that read “ECOLIERS”
(school children).

If school children are carried in a passenger vehicle, the owner
must install one of these signs on the vehicle roof, facing the front
and back of the vehicle. These signs must be removed or covered
up when the vehicle is not being used to carry school children.

LIGHTS AND SIGNALS

Drivers must make sure that the lights and signals required
for their type of vehicle are in good w