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IEEE Citation Style Guidelines 
NAIT Library 

 
Citation styles are standardized systems for crediting and citing sources you’ve used for your 
research paper or assignment. Your program or degree will require you to use a specific citation 
style. The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) citation style is one of many 
different citation styles. Other style options include MLA (Modern Language Association), CSE 
(Counsel of Science Editors) and APA (American Psychological Association). 
 
You must give credit to every source that you use in your research paper. Brief citations included 
in the text of your paper are called “in-text” citations; IEEE in-text citations consist of a number 
enclosed in square brackets (such as [1] or [29]) that corresponds to the relevant reference in the 
reference list at the end of the paper. Full citations are always included in the IEEE references list 
at the end of your paper; full citations include all the required citation elements (for example, a 
book citation includes the author, title, place of publication, publisher and date). Each in-text 
citation must appear in the References list, and each entry in the References list must come from 
an in-text citation. 
 
These guidelines will help you to cite your research sources according to the IEEE style.  
Included are examples of both in-text citations and References list citations. 
 
These guidelines are based on the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers’ (IEEE) 
website (http://www.ieee.org/index.html), particularly the IEEE “Information for Authors” PDF 
(http://www.ieee.org/portal/cms_docs/pubs/transactions/auinfo03.pdf).  
 
Important: Always ask your instructor what citation style is required for your assignment. 
 
  

http://www.ieee.org/index.html
http://www.ieee.org/portal/cms_docs/pubs/transactions/auinfo03.pdf
http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide
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IN-TEXT CITATIONS  
 
IEEE in-text citations consist of a number enclosed in square brackets, which corresponds to the 
appropriate resource in the reference list at the end of your paper. The in-text citation numbers 
begin at [1], and proceed in ascending order throughout your paper – unless you are referencing 
a resource you have already cited in your text (in which case you use the previously-assigned 
number). Be aware that any edits to the references in the text of your paper may mean 
renumbering your reference list. There is very little variation in the formatting of IEEE in-text 
citations, regardless of whether you are citing a book, a web page, or a journal article.  
 
The in-text citation is placed inside the punctuation of a sentence, i.e., “… similar to what was 
found by other researchers [5].” You do not need to include author names or dates in IEEE in-text 
citations, unless it is relevant to the text of the paper. The in-text reference may be used like a 
footnote, or as a noun.  
 
 

Single Reference 
  
 … as demonstrated by Smith [10]. 
 

… according to [6], there is little evidence that … 
 

Multiple References 
 

 … as Jones demonstrates in [2]–[5]. 
 
 … as demonstrated earlier [10], [12]–[14], [16]. 

 
Reference within Reference 
 

 … as demonstrated in [2, pp.21-26]. 
 
 Three or more Authors 
 
 Zang et al. [19] found … 
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PRINT SOURCES 
 
Book 
 
 Citation elements required and general format: 
 

Author(s) (if editor(s), include “, Ed(s).” after name), Title of Book: Subtitle of Book, 
edition. City, State abbreviation or Country of publication: Publisher, Year.  
 

 
Reference list citation examples - Book 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the first and middle author names. Give the names of all 
authors unless there are seven or more, in which case you may use, for example, “A. Smith et 
al.”, where Smith is the name of the first author. Capitalize the important words in the title. 
 

One Author:  
 

[1] C. Lampton, Unified Field Theory: For the Engineer and the Applied 
Scientist. Weinheim, Germany: Wiley-VCH, 2009.  

 
 One Editor:  
 

[2]  J. W. Smither, Ed., Performance Appraisal: State of the Art in Practice. San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 1998.  

 
Two Authors: 
 

[3]  S. L. Herman and C. G. Garrard, Practical Problems in Mathematics for 
Electricians, 6th ed. Albany, NY: Delmar/Thomason Learning, 2002. 

 
Two Editors: 

 
[4]  A. Korkin and F. Rosei, Eds., Nanoelectronics and Photonics: From Atoms to 

Materials, Devices and Architectures. New York, NY: Springer, 2008. 
 
No Author or Editor: 

 
[5]  New Concise World Atlas. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
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Article or Book Chapter in Edited Book or Anthology  
 
 Citation elements required and general format: 
 

Author(s) (if editor, include “, Ed(s).” after name), “Title of chapter or entry or case study,” 
in Title of Book, edition. City, State abbreviation or Country of publication: Publisher, 
Year, pp. xx-xx. 

 
 
Reference list citation examples – Chapter in a Book, etc. 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the authors’ first and middle names. Place the title of the 
chapter or article in quotation marks, and capitalize the first word of the title, subtitle, and any 
proper nouns. Italicize the title of the book, and capitalize the important words.  
 

Chapter in a Book, no Editor: 
 

[6]  K. Solie, “WAN protocols and technologies: Frame relay,” in CCIE Practical 
Studies, vol. 1. Indianapolis, IN: Cisco Press, 2001, pp. 81-104.  

 
 
Chapter in a Book, part of a Series (where M. Abramowitz and I. A. Stegun are the 
editors of the book): 

 
[7] L. J. Slater, “Confluent hypergeometric functions,” in Handbook of 

Mathematical Functions, with Formulas, Graphs, and Mathematical Tables, 
vol. 55, Applied Mathematics Series, M. Abramowitz and I. A. Stegun, Eds. 
New York, NY: Dover Publications, 1972, pp. 503-555. 

 
 
 
  

http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide
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Journal Article  
 

Citation elements required and general format for journal: 
 
Author(s), “Title of journal article,” Abbreviated Title of Periodical, vol. #, issue #, pp. xx-
xx, Month Year. 

 
 
Reference list citation examples – Journal Article 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
article, only capitalize the first word of the title, subtitle, and any proper nouns. Spell out the entire 
title of a periodical, or abbreviate it in a standardized way (see http://www.ieee.org/documents 
/ieeecitationref.pdf for details). If the author is unknown, begin with the title. Abbreviate the month 
of publication in a standardized way (Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, Jul., Aug., Sept., Oct., 
Nov., Dec.). 
 

One Author: 
 

[8]  E. Strickland, “24 hours at Fukushima,” IEEE Spectr., vol. 48, no. 11, pp. 35-
42, Nov. 2011.  

 
Two or more Authors: 

 
[9]  M. Bareib, B. N. Tiwari, and A. Hochmeister, “Nano antenna array for 

terahertz detection,” IEEE Transactions on Microwave Theory and 
Techniques, vol. 59, no. 10, pp. 2751-2757, Oct. 2011. 

 
No Author: 

  
[10] “Publication information for authors,” IEEE Transactions on Antennas and 

Propagation, vol. 59, no. 10, pp. C3, Oct. 2011.  
  

http://www.ieee.org/documents%20/ieeecitationref.pdf
http://www.ieee.org/documents%20/ieeecitationref.pdf
http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide
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Handbooks and Manuals  
 

Citation elements required and general format: 
 
Author(s). Title of Handbook/Manual, edition. Company, City, State abbreviation or 
Country of publication, Year, pp. xx-xx. 
 
 

Reference list citation examples – Handbooks, and Manuals 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
report, handbook, or manual, capitalize all the important words. If there is no author, begin with 
the title.  
 

No Author: 
  

[11] Commercial/Institutional Ground-Source Heat Pump Engineering Manual, 
1st ed., ASHRAE, Atlanta, GA, 1995, pp. 23-42. 

 
No Author, No Edition information: 

  
[12] 2.5 Turbo I Electronic Fuel Injection (MPI): Diagnostic Procedures, Chrysler 

Canada Ltd., Windsor, Canada, 1991, pp. 98-109. 
 

  

http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide
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Published Conference Proceedings  
 

Citation elements required and general format for journal: 
 
Author(s). “Title of paper,” in Conference Name, City, State Abbreviation or Country, 
Year, pp. xx-xx. 
 
 

Reference list citation examples – Published Conference Proceedings 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
paper, only capitalize the first word of the title, subtitle, and any proper nouns. If there is no 
author, begin with the title.  

 
Two Authors: 

  
[13] G. U. Burkhardt and T. Egloffstein. “Asphalt liners in landfill construction,” in 

Construction for a Sustainable Environment, Vilnius, Lithuania, 2008, pp. 
101-109. 

 
 
  

http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide
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Paper Presented at Conference  
 

Citation elements required and general format for journal: 
 
Author(s), “Title of paper,” presented at the Name of Conference, City of Conference, 
Abbreviation of State or Country, year. 
 
 

Reference list citation examples – Paper Presented at Conference 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
paper, only capitalize the first word of the title, subtitle, and any proper nouns. 

 
One Author: 
 

[14] H. Zhang, “LaB6 field emission gun: Making a decades old dream come true 
with nanotechnology,” presented at the International Conference on 
Advanced Materials and Nanotechnology for Sustainable Development, 
Kathmandu, Nepal, 2011. 

 
  

http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide
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ELECTRONIC SOURCES  
 
Online Article from Library Database  

 
Citation elements required and general format:   
   
Author(s). (Year, Month). Title of article. Title of Journal [Online]. Volume(Issue), page 
numbers. Available: permanent link or DOI for article. 
 
 

Reference list citation examples – Online Article from Library Database 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
paper, only capitalize the first word of the title, subtitle, and any proper nouns. Abbreviate the 
month of publication in a standardized way (Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, Jul., Aug., Sept., 
Oct., Nov., Dec.) 

 
One Author, doi: 
 

[15] E. J. M. Carranza. (2011, Dec.). Geocomputation of mineral exploration 
targets. Computers & Geosciences [Online]. 37(12), 1907-1916. Available: 
doi:10.1016/j.cageo.2011.11.009  
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Electronic Book (eBook) from Library Database 
 

Some examples of eBooks from library databases include CRCnetBASE, 
AccessEngineering, Knovel, Safari, Gale Virtual Reference Library, ebrary, Oxford 
Reference Online, and Referex. 

 
Citation elements required and general format: 
 
Author(s) (if editor, include “, Ed(s).” after name). (Year). Title of eBook: Subtitle of eBook 
(edition, if available) [Online]. Available: permanent link to eBook 

 
 
 
Reference list citation examples – eBook from Library Database 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
eBook, capitalize the important words.  

 
One Author: 
 

[16] J. J. Licari and D. W. Swanson. (2005). Adhesives Technology for Electronic 
Applications Materials, Processes, Reliability (1st ed.) [Online]. Available: 
http://www.knovel.com.libezproxy.nait.ca/web/portal/browse/display?_EXT_K
NOVEL_DISPLAY_bookid=1279&VerticalID=0 
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Webpage or Document from a Website 
 

If you are not able to find all of the information identified in the general format, include all 
that is available from the source. 

 
Citation elements required and general format: 
   

Author(s). (Year, Month Day). Title of website, webpage, or document [Online]. 
Available: link to article 
 

 
Reference list citation examples – Webpage or Document from a Website 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
webpage, capitalize only the first word, subtitle, and any proper nouns. Abbreviate the month of 
publication in a standardized way (Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, Jul., Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec.). If the author is unknown, begin with the article title. 

 
One Author: 

 
[17] K. Bonsor and J. Strickland. (2007, Mar. 20). How nanotechnology works 

[Online]. Available: http://science.howstuffworks.com/nanotechnology.htm 
 
No Author: 

 
[18] NASA picks a winter rest stop for Mars rover Opportunity (2012, Jan. 6) 

[Online]. Available: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/45902372/ 
ns/technology_and_science-space/#.Twdx7vJRB8E 

 
No Author and no date (use n.d.): 

 
[19] Electrical engineer (n.d.) [Online]. Available: http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu 

/perl/webwn?s=electrical%20engineer 
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Company or Government Reports  
 

If you are not able to find out all the information identified in the general format, include 
only what is available from the source. 

 
 Citation information required and general format: 
 

Author, Corporate Author, or Government Department. (Year, Month of 
publication). Title of company or government report. Company or Government. 
City, State or Country. [Online]. Available: URL  

 
 
 
Reference list citation examples – Company or Government Reports 
In IEEE style, use only the initials for the author’s first and middle names. For the title of the 
report, only capitalize the first word of the title, subtitle, and any proper nouns. Abbreviate the 
month of publication in a standardized way (Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, Jul., Aug., Sept., 
Oct., Nov., Dec.). 

 
Government Department Report: 

 
[20] Sustainable Development Office, Environment Canada. (2010, Oct.). 

Planning for a sustainable future: A federal sustainable development strategy 
for Canada. Government of Canada. Available: http://www.ec.gc.ca/dd-
sd/F93CD795-0035-4DAF-86D1-53099BD303F9/FSDS_v4_EN.pdf 

  
 Company Report: 
 

[21] Bolt Technology Corporation. (2010, Jul.) Bolt Technology Corporation 
Annual Report 2010. Bolt Technology Corporation. Norwalk, CT. [Online.] 
Available: http://www.annualreports.com/HostedData/AnnualReports/ 
PDFArchive/bolt2010.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nait.ca/library?utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Citation&utm_campaign=IEEEGuide

