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Mechanical Engineers
in the United States, 2007

This profile summarizes the demographic, social, and economic characteristics of the 238,000 Mechanical Engineers
in the United States. In 2007, the unemployment rate for Mechanical Engineers was 2% and median earnings were
$71,000.
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Race/Ethnic Composition, 2007 Labor Force Trends, 2005-2007
Mechanical Total labor force Percent
engineers (%) (%) 2005 2007 change
White* 81 68 All science and engineering
occupations
African American* 4 1
Size of labor force 7,362,000 7,553,000 2.6%
American Indian* 0 1
Median earnings $62,000 $61,000 -1.6
Asian* 8 5
Mechanical engineers
Other race* 1 1
Size of labor force 242,000 238,000 -1.7
Hispanic 5 14
Median earnings $70,000 $71,000 1.4
Foreign-born 17 16
*Non-Hispanic *Statistically significant change.
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Science and Engineering Occupations in the United States, Ranked by 2007 Earnings
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Source: Population Reference Bureau analysis of the 2005 and 2007 American Community Survey (ACS) Public Use Microdata Samples. The
ACS, conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, is a nationwide annual survey designed to provide communities with reliable and timely demograph-
ic, housing, social, and economic data each year. For more information about the ACS, see www.census.gov/acs.

Notes: The science and engineering labor force includes people employed or unemployed (based on their last job) in information technology,
engineering, architecture, life sciences, physicial sciences, or social sciences. ACS estimates are based on a survey of the population and are
subject to both sampling and nonsampling error.

This project was funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. The information presented in this profile was not provided by and does not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of the Foundation.
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