
ELA – Third Grade  
Monday, May 18 – Friday, May 22 
  

 

PURPOSE 

RI 3.2 – Determine the main idea of the text, recount the key details and explain how they support the 
main idea. 

 I can determine the main idea of a text.  

 I can recount key details of a text.  

 I can explain how the key details support the main idea of a text.  
 RL.3.4 – Vocabulary – Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple words and 
phrases. 

 I can tell the meaning of words and phrases.  
W.2 – Writing: Write explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

 I can stick to the topic I have chosen. 

 I can include useful illustrations. 

 I can write informative/explanatory that includes: 
1. A topic that groups related information together 
2. Illustrations, when useful, to aid in comprehension 

 

  

 

WATCH 

Monday: Watch the Main Idea Power Point.  
Tuesday: Watch Main Idea video to review. 
Wednesday: Watch Main Idea video to review. 
Thursday: Watch Main Idea video to review. 

  

 

PRACTICE 

Monday: In the Power Point students will practice identification of main ideas and key details in a 
nonfiction text. Students should then complete the activities for Monday. Please review the Power 
Point as needed. Students will also complete a Daily Writing Activity. 
 
Tuesday: After reviewing the main idea video, complete the activities and determine the text structure 
of each paragraph. Students will also complete a Daily Writing Activity. 
  
Wednesday:  After watching the main idea video for Wednesday, students will read an informational 
passage, The Birds and the Bats, and answer comprehension questions. Students will also complete 
a Daily Writing Activity. 
 
Thursday: After reviewing the Brain Pop video on main idea, read the informational article on Eleanor 
Roosevelt and complete the graphic organizer with information from the text. Students will also select 
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an explanatory writing prompt for the day and write two to three paragraphs on the topic. Please use 
the explanatory anchor chart to help you with your writing. 

   

 

DISCUSS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday: Complete Daily Writing Activity. In a (at least) two 

paragraph essay, answer one expository writing prompt of your choice; follow the guidance of the 

graphic organizer on the writing page. Use the sentence starters to help you. To review the 

Expository Power Point, click here. 

  

 

PRODUCT 
Friday 

Friday: Read the informational passage, Toad Trouble, and answer the comprehension questions on 
a sheet of paper.  

 
 
Additional resources may be found: 
 
3rd Grade Screen Free Activities – Week 9 
 
 
 

 
 
Example: 
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Monday: 

Directions: Read the following informational passage and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the best main idea for this informational text? 

a. Camping without an ice box 

b. Making a good substitution for an ice box 

c. How to protect food from animals while camping 

 

2. Write two key details to support your main idea. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________. 

3. Write the definition of ‘barrel’ as used in context of the article. 

___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________. 

 



Directions: Read the following passage and complete the graphic organizer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday: 

Directions: Read the poem and answer the questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Write the main idea of the poem in your own words. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________. 

 

2. Write two details to support the main idea. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 



3. Define the word ‘wander’ in stanza two. 

___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________. 

 

Directions: Read the informational text about basketball and answer the questions below. 

 

 



Questions: 

1. What is the key detail of paragraph 3? 

a. Other similarities between Dr. Naismith’s original basketball game and today’s game 

b. How and why Dr. Naismith invented the game of basketball in 1891 

c. Other difference between the original game of basketball and the modern game 

d. How dribbling became such an important part of the game of basketball 

 

2. Which TWO details from the passage give information about the invention of basketball? 

a. It was invented by James Naismith in 1891 for his students 

b. Today, there are 12- four minute quarters with a half time break 

c. The players threw balls into peach baskets hung up at the gym 

d. Basketball is a popular game in many places around the world 

 

3. Which detail from paragraph 1 tells why Dr. Naismith invented basketball? 

a. The players would throw the ball into peach baskets set high on opposite sides of the 

gym 

b. He wanted a new game for his students to play during the cold winter months 

c. In 1891, Dr. Naismith was a teacher in Springfield, Massachusetts 

d. Since his class had 18 students, each team had 9 players 

 

4. Which detail shows a way that basketball rules have not changed? 

a. Baskets now have an opening at the bottom for balls to go through 

b. Today’s game has four, 12 minute quarters with a break after the second quarter 

c. Today’s players can dribble the ball while walking or running 

d. Today, players still cannot run or walk while holding the ball 

 

5.  What type of text structure is used in this informational text article? 

a. Problem and solution 

b. Sequencing 

c. Cause and effect 

d. Description  

 

 



6. Which sentence from paragraph 2 best stated the key idea of the paragraph? 

a. Dribbling was not a part of Dr. Naismith’s game 

b. Dr. Naismith’s game had 13 rules 

c. Some rules of basketball have changed, but some have remained the same. 

d. Today, players cannot run or walk while holding the ball 

 

7. What is the main idea of the passage? 

a. Basketball is the exact same game that was invented in 1891 by Dr. Naismith 

b. Dr. Naismith invented many sports, including basketball 

c. Basketball was invented over 100 years ago, and is both the same and different 

d. Basketball has added many rules since it was invented in the 1800s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday: 

Directions: Read the informational text and answer the questions below. 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions: 

Fill in the blank with the information from the passage that supports the main idea. 
 

1. Bats have webbed wings with many joints, but birds ________________. 

a. Have feathers and lay eggs 
b. Have feathers and wings with smaller joints 
c. Have legs with talons, but no arms 
d. Are active during the daytime 

 

2.What is the key detail in paragraph 4? 

 a. Bats and birds keep the world in balance by eating insects 

 b. Bats can ‘see’ in the dark using a sense called echolocation 

 c. Birds are active and eating during the day, but bats are active and eat at night 

 d. Birds are a lot like people, but bats have nothing in common with people 

 

3.What is the main idea of the passage? 

 a. No one would mistake a bat for a bird because birds and bats are nothing alike 

 b. Birds and bats are alike in some ways, but they are really very different creatures 

 c. Most birds are active during the day, but bats are active during the night 

 d. Birds and bats are very similar flying animals, with very few differences 

 

4. Which paragraphs of the passage have details about how birds and bats are alike? 

a. Paragraph 1 

b. Paragraph 5 

c. Paragraph 2 

d. Paragraph 3 

e. Paragraph 4 

 

5. What text structure is used in paragraph 4? 

a. Cause and effect 

b. Description 

c. Compare and contrast 

d. Problem and solution 

 



 

Directions: After reading the informational text, answer the following questions on a sheet of paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday: Read the following informational text and complete the graphic organizer below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday 

Directions: Reading the following informational text and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions: 

 

 

 



 

Friday’s Writing Prompt: 

 

At school, on our jobs, and during playtime we have to work in teams in order to achieve our goals. 

Think of some reasons that make a good team player whether it be in a sport, at work, or at school 

when working in groups. Write an explanatory essay to explain what makes a person a good team 

player.  Share your essay with an adult. 

Support: Use the anchor chart and sentence starters from the daily activities to help you complete 

your essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Daily Writing Activities: 

 

In a two or more paragraph essay, answer one expository writing prompt of your choice for Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

Be sure to include the following: 

• A clear introductory paragraph   1-2 paragraphs supporting your reasoning 

• Key facts and details in writing 

• Transition and linking words such as first, next, last, another reason, etc. 

• A clear conclusion  

 

                Anchor Chart 

        Writing Prompts 

1. What do you believe the world will be like in  
           100 years? 
2. We are learning all the time. Write about  
           something you have learned recently and how               

           it has affected you. 

3. In your opinion, what makes a good friend? 
4. If you could change one thing about school,   
           what would you change? Explain. 
5. If you could make changes to your lunchroom  
           cafeteria, what would you do? Explain. 
6. What is your favorite time of year and why? 
7. Explain why it is important to learn to read. 
8. Everyone has chores to complete around the   
           house. What chose do you like the least and  
           what is one chore that you do not mind doing? 

9. Suggest two changes that you think would  

           make this country better. 
10. For your birthday this year, where would you  
           like your birthday to be held? Give reasons   
           why.  

Sentence Starters for introduction of essay: 

I really believe it is important to…..  You wouldn’t believe my favorite…. 

Being kind to others is…..    Friendship is important to me because…. 

Thinking about my future is exciting….  You would never guess…. 

A great teacher is someone who…. 

Sentence starters for the body of essay: 



One reason…..     Another reason… 

Lastly, …      Additionally, … 

Next, …..      My first reason…. 

 

Sentence starters for the conclusion of essay: 

In conclusion…     For the reasons I have stated… 

These are the reasons why…..   Now you know why… 

 


