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Introduction

“Influenza is a highly contagious viral disease,ichhtypically occurs as an epidemic during the cold
months. Serious human influenza epidemics are loateecurrently they are more severe than the abrm

seasonal outbreaks, in which case they are aldedcphndemics. A pandemic occurs when a new
influenza virus emerges and starts spreading alirat the world as easily as normal influeriza”

The pandemic HIN1 2009 is a global outbreak of @ e#ain of influenza A virus subtype H1IN1,
colloquially known as swine flu, Mexican influenpa influenza A. The outbreak was first observed in
Mexico; as the virus quickly spread globally singpril 2009, WHO declared the outbreak to be a
pandemic on 10 June 2009. Only mild symptoms apemrenced by the overwhelming majority of
victims, but there are exceptions. There are sralisets of patients, even among young persons
previously healthy, in which the patient rapidlywdeps severe pneumonia and some die.

The European Commission is facilitating the EU damation response to pandemic HIN1 2009.

It is in this context that the Directorate-Gendmal Health and Consumers commissioned a survey that
examines public opinion about influenza and panddriiN1l 2009. The Flash Eurobarometer survey -
“FL287 — Influenza HIN1" — covered the followingiges:

» The intention to get vaccinated against seasofiakinza this year
= Awareness of pandemic H1IN1 influenza (swine flu)

= Worries and beliefs about pandemic HLIN1 2009

= Level of information about pandemic H1IN1 2009

= Trustin sources of information about pandemic HPEQ9

» Pandemic HIN1 2009 in the media

= Measures against pandemic HIN1 2009

= Opinions about the vaccination against HIN1 infaaen

The survey’s fieldwork was carried out between 2Beand 30 November 2009. Over 28,000 randomly
selected citizens aged 15 years and over werevietegd across the 27 EU Member States, as well as i
Norway, Switzerland and Iceland. The survey wasdooted by telephone, with WebCATI (web-based
computer assisted telephone interviewing). To ebrfer sampling disparities, a post-stratification

weighting of the results was implemented, basesomin-demographic variables.

! Source: http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/health_prodfavian_influenza/index_en.htm
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1. Vaccination against seasonal influenza

The survey asked respondents whether
not they intended to get vaccinated agail
seasonal influenza this year. Three out of
respondents (31%) surveyed supported
vaccine against seasonal influenza: 17
stated that they‘“had already been
vaccinated”, and 14% of survey
participants“intended to get vaccinated”

Intent to get vaccinated against seasonal
influenza this year

4

m Yes, I have already
been vaccinated

B Yes, I intend to get

However, a majority-- almost two-thirds- vaccinated

of EU citizens (65%) said they had n

intention of getting vaccinated again: No
seasonal influenza. An additional 4% di

not voice their opinion on this matter. 65 DK/NA

There were some variations betwes

countries: the intention to get vaccinate

against seasonal influenza was the mi ) ) .
widespread among Romanians (40%) wh B e

in Portugal and France only 8% planned Base: all respondents, % EU27
get immunized.

2. Awareness of pandemic HiN1 2009 (swine flu)

Awareness of the pandemic influenza HIN1 was veidespread among survey participants (98%).
Moreover, the vast majority of those familiar wittfluenza HIN1 were informed about it: 86% of
respondents said that they had heard about the saflnenza and knew what it meant.

Those most informed about the influenza HIN1 wheeditizens of Iceland: 97% stated that they had
heard of the pandemic influenza and that they kadat it meant. They were followed by the Swiss
(96%) and the Finns (95%). In contrast, approxitgataly two in three respondents (68%) in Bulgaria

were familiar with the swine influenza and knew wha meant. Lower proportions of those
knowledgeable about the influenza HLIN1 were reabddEstonia (74%) and Cyprus (77%).

3. Worries and beliefs about pandemic HiN1 2009

3.1. Concerns that pandemic HiN1 2009 may develop into a serious risk
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The survey asked respondents whether or not theg w@ncerned that the pandemic influenza might
develop into a serious risk in their countries.

Over a half of EU citizens (57%) were nc
concerned. The worry that influenz
H1N1 might transform into a serious ris
was shared by two-fifths of responden
(41%) (one third werequite concerned
and 8% werevery much concerngdNo
one considered the pandemic influenza
bea serious risk already

Concern that the pandemic HiN1 2009 may
develop into a serious risk

o1l
8 B Not concerned at all

®Not concerned

Quite concerned

In a third of the countries (10 out of 30) 33
under survey, the proportion of those

either ‘very much” or “quite concerned”

that the pandemic influenza might develc

into a serious risk outnumbered those thi

had no worries in this reg&rdn most of

the countries, however, the majority of 3. How concerned areyou that the panderic/swine (HiNi)

citizens were not concerned about a flu may develop into a serious risk in [0OURCOUNTRY]?
serious risk. Base: all respondents, % EU27

Very much concerned

It is a serious risk
already

DK/NA

On the “not concerned” end were Austria and Swigret (both 73%; 16 percentage points above the EU
average), Spain and Norway (both 72%), Luxembotit§4) and Denmark (70%).

The Irish were the most fearful: 68% (27 percenfagiats above the EU average) of survey particgpant
in Ireland werevery much or quite concerngblat the influenza HIN1 might develop into a sesioisk;
only three out of 10 Irish (31%) were not concernBdtonia, the Czech Republic (both 60%) and
Romania (59%) all had high ratios of people wortfeety much or quite concerngthat the pandemic
influenza might become a serious problem.

3.2. Probability of personally catching influenza HiN1

The survey asked responden Likelihoodof personallycatchinginfluenza
whether they thought they werr HiN1

likely to personally contact
pandemic HIN1 2009. A majority
(57%) of EU citizens believed it wa:
unlikely that they would personally
catch the influenza HIN1: 14Y%
considered such a scenaniot likely
at all, and an additional two-fifths
(43%) thought it wasather unlikely
that they would become infecte:
with the HIN1 virus. However, one
out of three respondents (33%

B Notlikelyatal
= Rather unlikely
Rather likely
Very likely
m Already had/have H1N1

influenza

I am vaccinate d against
pandemic H1N1

DK/NA

2 These countries are: BG, CZ, EE, IE, L .
Q4. How likelydo you think it is that you, personally, will
catch pandemic (H1N1) flu?
page 6 Base: all respondents, % EU27
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considered it likely that they would personallyibiected.

There were only 6 countries out of 30 where theppriion of people worried about personally catching
the influenza HIN1 was higher than the ratio osthnot worried

Austrians were the least worried about catching shne influenza. A large majority of eight in 10
respondents in Austria (82%; 25 percentage polmsethe EU average) thought it wast likely at all

or rather unlikely that they personally would contact pandemic infage Hungarians (70%), and
respondents in Germany and Poland (69% and 68%ectigely) shared a similar view. On the other
hand, more than half of respondents in Malta (58%6percentage points on EU average) believed it was
very or rather likelythat they would personally catch the H1N1 influenpnly one in four (25%)
considered thigot likely at all or a rather unlikelyvent. Next to the Maltese, the Cypriots (54%) and
Portuguese (52%) were among those most concerrmed pérsonally contacting the pandemic influenza
(very and rather likely

3.3. Pandemic HiN1 2009 in comparison to regular seasonal influenza

Asked to state their opinion on how dangerous #repmic influenza HIN1 was compared to the regular
seasonal influenza, a relative majority of EU eitiz said the two were equally dangerous (47%). But
almost three in 10 respondents (29%) believed tmed@mic influenza was more threatening than
seasonal influenza, and one in 10 had an oppdsite-v11% considered regular seasonal influenieeto
more dangerous than the influenza HIN1.

4. Level of information about pandemic influenza HiN1

When asked how informed they felt about the infagerH1N1, a total of three-quarters of the
interviewees considered themselves informed. OaHrfélt well informed(56%), and a further one-fifth
felt very well informed19%).

Another one-fifth of EU citizens felt they wenet very well informedbout the swine influenza (21%),
while only a small proportion (3%) said they wearet at all informedabout the pandemic influenza
HIN1.

Over half of the public feltvell or very well informedabout the HIN1 influenza in all the countries
researched — with the exception of Lithuania, whkesmajority of respondents (54%) felt insuffidign
informed about this issue, and only 43% of them vigdll or very well informed. The other two Baltic
states were also among the countries where reiafiew citizens felt informed about the swine irdheza
(51% in Latvia and 57% in Estonia felt informed)wd-thirds of the public felt informed about the
influenza HIN1 in Poland, Romania, the Czech Rep\all 66%) and Greece (67%).

% These countries are: BG, CY, LT, MT, PT, and NO.
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5. Trust in sources of information about pandemic HiN1 2009

The survey results show that EU citizens have thstrtrust inhealth professionals like doctors and
pharmacists when it comes to information aboutHA®&l1 influenza. A third of EU citizens said they
completely trustetiealth professionals to inform them about the Himllienza (32%) and a further half
of citizensmostlytrusted thenin this regard (49%). Only 17% of the interviewa®snot much trusor
do not at all trushealth professionals as sources of information atiauinfluenza HLN1.

National health authorities (such as Ministries, etc) amtiropean authorities ranked as the second and
third most trusted sources of information on thendmamic influenza; 61% of respondents would
completelyor mostly trust national authorities when presenting sudbrimation and 52% would trust
information received from European authorities.

The media (TV, radio, newspapers, etc) were less trusted by EU citizens; only slightlyeoa third of
respondents (35%) said either that they trustednbdiacompletely(6%) ormostly(29%) to inform them
about the pandemic influenza HIN1. Almost two-thiaf people (63%) did not trust the mediaall
(21%) ornot much(42%) as a source of information on pandemic arflza HIN1.

Finally, thelnternet was the least trusted source of information alleeitswine influenza (but not very
far behind the media). Only 29% of intervieweesl shey trusted the information they could find be t
Internet about the influenza HIN1. On the otherdhas much as 25% were not sure whether or not to
trust information available on the Internet (or dimt want to answer the question).

Trust in information sources for the pandemic HiN1 2009

mTrust completely ®Trust mostly = Trust not much = Do not trust at all = DK/NA

Health professionals like doctors, pharmacists 13 42
National health authorities (Ministry, etc.) 10 3
European authorities 1 9
Media (TV, radio, newspapers etc.) 21 2
Internet [ 24 25

Q10. How much do you trust each of the following sources to inform
you about the pandemic (H1N1) flu?
Base: all respondents, % EU27

6. Pandemic HiN1 2009 in the media

The survey also measured citizens’ feelings abowt the media in their country focused on the tagic
H1N1 influenza. Half of the public in EU Membera&is felt that the media paid too much attention to
the swine influenza (50%), while a much smallercpatage (9%) felt the opposite — i.e. that the medi
did not pay enough attention to the influenza. Akmwo-fifth of citizens thought that the media imetr
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country paid enough attentior
to the influenza (39%). Only & Pandemic H1N1 2009 in the media
few citizens had no opinion or
this matter (3%).

3
9

B Themedia paytoo much
attention to this topic

Over half of citizens in nine
countries felt that the media it
their country paidtoo much
attentionto the issue of HIN1
influenza; this was the case i
France (72%), Sweden (70%

B Themedia payenough
attention to this topic

Themedia do not pay enough
attention to this topic

Portugal, Norway (both 66%). DK/NA

Italy (64%), Greece (59%),

Cyprus (54%), Hungary (53%);

and Spain (52%)’ and the Qi1. Inyour opinion, do the mediain [ OURCOUNTIRY ]pay too much,
relative majority (from 46% to enough, or not enough attention to the pandemic (H1N1)flu?

. Base allrespondents, % EU27
49%) felt the same way ir

further six countries.

In the other half of the countries surveyed, thmigh@ant opinion was that the media paitbugh attention
to the influenza HIN1. The majority of respondeintsLuxembourg (63%), Iceland (60%), Estonia,
Ireland (both 57%), Finland (56%), the Czech Rejgutomania (both 55%), Slovenia (54%), Poland
(53%) and Denmark (51%) felt that way, while in wthier four countries the relative majority of
interviewees shared this opinion.

7. Measures against pandemic Hi1N1 2009

7.1. Knowledge of preventive measures that can be taken by people
themselves

Asked to spontaneously state what people themsetudd do to protect themselves against the
pandemic influenza H1N1, one-third of EU citizeinstfmentioned Wash your hands regulafly33%).
Roughly one in 10 respondents gave as their fagtonséget vaccinated against pandemic influenza
HIN1" (13%).“Avoid places where large numbers of people arehged (e.g. buses, trains, cinemas,
bars, restaurants, schools etc@hd“good respiratory hygiene (e.g. sneezing into aus, disposal of
used tissues)Were both mentioned by 11%. An additional 8% af/ey participants offered as their first
answer‘avoiding contact with people who were infectedhapandemic influenza HIN1Fewer
respondents thought to mentiomearing a face masK3%), “getting vaccinated against seasonal
influenzd (2%) or “taking antiviral drugs (e.g. Tamiflu, Relenz§)%).
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‘What can people do to protect themselves against the pandemic
influenza HiN1?

first mentions ™ other mentions

Wash your hands regularly 33 _

Good respiratory hygiene (e.g. sneezing into a tissue,
disposal of used tissues)

o
Avoid places where large numbers of people are n _
8 u
55

gathered (e.g. buses, trains, restaurants, schools etc) |
Avoid contact with people who are infected with
pandemic influenza H1N1

Get vaccinated against pandemic influenza HiN1

Wear a face mask |3 .

Get vaccinated against seasonal influenza 2.
Take antiviral drugs (e.g. Tamiflu, Relenza) )1.

Other |8 TR

CAN’T DO ANYTHING | 5 I

Don’tknow | 5 -

Q7. In general, what can people do to protect themselves against the
pandemic H1N1 flu?
Base: all respondents, % EU27

Certain protective behaviours were much more popaolaome countries than in others. Looking at the
preventative measure of “hand washing” we saw #pgiroximately three-quarters of respondents in
Finland (78%; 24 percentage points above EU avgralgeway and Portugal (75%) mentionegldshing
their hands regularly.In contrast, only one in four Lithuanians (2598 Rercentage points below EU
average) and three in 10 Polish and Czech resptm@enth 31%) named this measure (first and other
mentions). It is worth mentioning that over halftbbse in Denmark (59%), Norway (58%) and Finland
(52%) mentioned as their first answer washing haretgilarly for protect themselves against the
influenza HIN1.

Prevention: Wash your hands regularly

100 7 B first mentions W other mentions
80
60 -
40
58 Y ;
1520 ol Bokshash6 2160 ol
20 3o “i7k4 353, of38 o33 18

20019016

w35,

UKEEEYQ

kg

FgggsﬁgﬁﬁﬁéXﬁXTlTﬁﬁ

Q7.In general, whatcan people do to protect themselves against the pand emic Hi1N1 flu?
Base: all respondents, % by country
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7.2. Behavioural changes to protect against pandemic HiN1 2009

Asked about changes in their behaviot
approximately one in four EU citizens (24%
stated that their behaviour had changed in or
to protect themselves against pandemic H1
2009. However, a majority of three-quarters
respondents had not changed their behavi
(75%).

Six out of 10 Maltese (60%; 36 percenta
points above EU average) and approximatel
half of the Irish (53%) had changed the
behaviour to protect themselves agair
pandemic HIN1 2009. Higher proportions 1
people who did the same were recorded as v
in Bulgaria (44%) and Finland (41%). On th
other hand, less than one-fifth of responde
Spain (14%; 10 percentage points below E

average), Austria (15%) and Poland (17%) said

Summary
Behavioural changes to protect
against pandemic HiN1 2009
MYes
No
DK/NA

75

Q8 Haveyou changed your behaviour to protect
yourselfagainstpande mic (H1N\1) flu?
Base: all respondents, % EU 27

their behaviour had changed as a preventative meeagainst HIN1 influenza.

Except in Malta and Ireland, in all other countniggler survey, the majority of citizens (betweePr55

Bulgaria and 86% in Spain) had not changed theflabieur to protect themselves against pandemic

influenza.

7.3. Satisfaction with preventive measures taken by authorities against

pandemic HiN1 2009

Respondents were asked about th
satisfaction with the preventive
measures authorities in  thei
countries had taken so far again
pandemic influenza.

About two-thirds of EU citizens
were satisfied (65%) with the wa
authorities in their countries tried t
prevent the spread of the influenz
HIN1. More precisely one in 1(
survey participants was very
satisfiedand 55% wersatisfied

21

One-fifth of respondents weraot
satisfiedby the preventive measure

Satisfaction with taken preventive measures
against pandemic HiN1 2009

6

BVery satisfied

B Satisfied

Not satisfied

Not satisfied at all

DK/NA

Q12. Based on what you know, how satisfied are you with the

preventive measures that authorities in [OUR COUN'TRY]
havetaken sofar againstpande mic (H1N1) flu?
Base: all respondents, % EU 27
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taken so far in their countries (21%) and an aolditi 8% werenot satisfied at alin this respect.

Except in a few EU Member States, the majority ibizens weresatisfiedor very satisfiedwith the
preventive measures their countries had takenrsagfinst the pandemic HIN1 2009. Roughly eight out
of 10 interviewees in Denmark (85%; 20 percentagiatp above EU average), the Netherlands (83%),
Luxembourg (82%) and the UK (81%) were satisfiethvithe preventive measures they knew about.
Over three-quarters of citizens were content witbhsmeasures in a further eight countries (Sloyenia
Belgium, Iceland, Portugal, Austria, Switzerlandaldd and Ireland — between 76% and 79% of citizens
in these countries wesatisfied or very satisfigd

7.4. Consideration of measures taken in other countries to manage
pandemic HiN1 2009

The survey asked whether respondents paid attetsioneasures and decisions other countries were
taking to manage the pandemic H1IN1 2009. OverdfdffU citizens were interested in other countries’
approaches to protecting people against the padefhienza (53%). Two-fifths of interviewees (39%)
were somewhatoncerned about what other countries did in tbgard, and 14% said they pajdite a

lot of attention to the measures and decisions takeariter countries to manage the influenza H1IN1.

44% werenot interestedn what other countries were doing against theagof the influenza H1IN1.

8. Opinions about the vaccination against influenza H1N1

8.1. Seasonal influenza vaccination as protection against HiN1 influenza

Respondents were asked whether or not tl

thought the seasonal influenza vaccinati Seasonal influenza vaccination provide

would provide effective protection again: protection against the HiN1 influenza
H1N1 influenza.

A majority of respondents in the EU did nc 16
believe that the seasonal influenza vaccinati

would provide them protection against tt HYes
influenza H1N1 (60%). However, overa
nearly 1 in 4 believed that it would (24%), ar No
1in 6 did not know (16%).

DK/NA
There were five countries in which roughly
third of respondents believed that the seaso 60
influenza shot would offer protection again
HIN1: those were CypI’US (36%; +1 Q14. Do you think thatthe seasonal flu vaccination
percentage points above EU average), Rome wil provide protection against the HiN1 flu?

Base: dents, % EU
(35%), Malta, Greece and Ireland (33% eac aseraiespondents B

Over two-thirds of respondents believed that
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the seasonal influenza vaccine could not prevdhteinza HIN1 in Sweden (72%; 12 percentage points
above EU average), Luxembourg (71%), France (7Gtd)well as in Denmark (69%), Austria and
Switzerland (both 68%). In Lithuania, Portugal, @aiia and Poland close to a quarter of respondakats
not know whether or not the seasonal influenza slast effective against HIN1 (28%, 25-25% and 23%
respectively.)

8.2. Sources of information about the HiN1 influenza vaccine

When asked about the source from which they redeimormation on the influenza H1N1 vaccine,
respondents all over Europe were most likely to tioanT.V. programmes. The majority of respondents
(65%) said they received information about the Hidcine from a programme on T.V. Over a third of
survey participants mentioned newspaper or magaaitieles (36%), while 29% said that they had
received information from a doctor and a quartentimaed informal sources such as family, friends or
colleagues. Nearly a fifth of respondents (18%p ateentioned advertisements and leaflets and 14%
recalled “another health professional” apart fromloator. Almost 1 in 10 respondents used the nakion
government’s influenza website (9%) and 11% meetibtother sources”. Only 3% said that they had
received no information about the H1N1 vaccindlat a

Source of information about the HiN1 influenza
vaccine

A programme on TV 65
An article in magazine or newspaper 36
Doctor 29
Family / friends /colleagues 25
An advertisement / leaflet 18

Another health professional 14

The national government influenza |
website

Other 11

Have not received information 3

DK/NA | o

Q15. From whom or where have you received information
about the H1N1 vaccine?
Base: all respondents, % EU27

Countries differed somewhat in what sources ofrinfation they mentioned most frequently in relation
information about the pandemic HIN1 2009. One efghurces on which countries most differed was
magazine or newspaper articles. In 10 countriedear majority of respondents mentioned receiving
information about the H1N1 vaccine from magazine@wspaper articles. These countries were Norway
(65%), Finland, Ireland and Luxembourg (each 61848, UK (60%), Germany, Sweden, and Austria,
(59%, 58% and 57% respectively), Slovenia and Deknfga4% and 53% respectively). Closely
following them was Switzerland with 48% of its z#hs naming articles in magazines as sources of
information. Less than 1 in 5 respondents wererméd about the H1IN1 vaccine from articles in
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Belgium, Spain and Italy (19%, 18% and 17%, respelg, Malta and Cyprus (both 15%), as well as in
Romania and Bulgaria (both 12%).

Source : An article in magazine or newspaper

100

80 -

6
561 61 6160595857

60 1 54 53

40 -

20 -

Q15. From whom or where have you received information about the HiN 1 vaccine?
Base: al respondents, % by country

8.3. Probability of getting vaccinated against the pandemic HiN1 2009
and the reasons behind specific behaviours

The survey asked responden Likelihoodof getting vaccinated against the
how likely it was that they would pandemic HiN1 2009

get vaccinated against HIN1 |

the vaccine was available t 5

them BVery likely
Only 1 percent of respondent = Likely
reported that they had alread Not ikely

received the vaccine against tr
pandemic influenza. Overall, ¢
majority of respondents (54%
said that it was not likely (or no
at all likely) that they would get

mNot likely at all

You have already received
this vaccination

vaccinated. Nearly a third o 23 DK/NA
respondents (31%) said that

was “not |Ik€|y at all” that they Q16. If the vaccine were avaiable to you, how ikelywould youbeto
would choose to get vaccinate getvacdnated against the pandemic (H1iN) flu?

. . . ]1 d %
against the influenza HIN1. O fscs all respondents % EU27

the other hand, approximately

two-fifths of respondents (39%) said that they wiolikely (very likely or likely) get vaccinated the
vaccine was available, and slightly less than oné i(17%) said that they would “very likely” get
vaccinated against the pandemic influenza.
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Looking at the perceived likelihood of getting vimated on a country-by-country level, we saw great
differences in the proportions of those who sa@/tivere likely and those who said they were unjikel
receive the vaccination. The highest proportiothoke who said they would be “very likely” or “lik&

to get vaccinated if the vaccine was availableh&m were found in Malta (67%) and Romania (66%)
where two-thirds of respondents said they woulélikget vaccinated against the pandemic influenza.
This proportion was similarly high in Lithuania @), Ireland (60%), Estonia (59%) and the UK (58%).

On the other hand, less than one quarter in Au&#8b6) and Luxembourg (23%), and less than a third
France (25%), Italy (27%), as well as in Spain, gany and Switzerland (all 29%) said that it wagljk
(or very likely) that they would get vaccinated.

Overall, in most countries, between 60% and 80%hofe who reported that they were likely to get

vaccinated against the influenza H1N1 said that theuld get vaccinated because they believed that i
will protect them against influenza. This propontiovas somewhat higher in Malta, where 89 percent
mentioned that the vaccine would protect them, lamekr in Denmark (57%), the Netherlands (51%),

Switzerland (49%) and Belgium (47%).

8.4. Effectiveness and safety of the pandemic HiN1 2009 vaccine

Respondents were asked of their opinion
the effectiveness and safeness of the H1 Willpandemic HiN1 2009 vaccinebe
influenza vaccine. 45% of respondents s: effective and safe?

that they believed it would be safe.

Slightly less than a third of responden

25
(30%) believed that the HLIN1 vaccine wou

not be effective and safe, and a quarter ®Yes
survey patrticipants did not know or did nc

want to answer. No
Looking at the variations by country it DK/NA
beliefs about the effectiveness and safenes:

the HIN1 vaccine, we found that in 30

countries, at least two-thirds of responder

believed the vaccine would be effective a

safe. These were Norway (70%), Iceland a QIS-DOW“belbveﬂvsﬁlll’fgﬁg‘gﬁ;ggﬁzg
Ireland (69% both), as well as Swede Base: all respondents, % FU27

Finland, and the Netherlands (68%, 67% a....

66% respectively). They were followed by the U.Kthw62%. In contrast, less than a third of respoitsie
in Greece (32%), France (30%) and Latvia (27%)ebeli that the HIN1 vaccine would be effective and
safe.

Over 4 in 10 respondents in Latvia (48%) Franc&d¥8nd Luxembourg (42%) said they did not believe
the vaccine would be effective and safe, compari¢id anly 9% in Ireland, 11% in the U.K. and 12 and
13% in Norway and Iceland, respectively. Close tthied of respondents in Lithuania (38%), Malta
(33%), Portugal and Spain (both 30%) did not knowauld not give an answer.
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8.5. Groups who are most at risk for catching pandemic HiN1 2009

Respondents were asked about what groups they hihdagbe most at risk for contacting H1N1
influenza. Over half (57%) of respondents belietiedt people with chronic illnesses (such as heart
disease) and half of respondents thought that Ittexlg (those aged 65 and over) were most at sk f
catching pandemic H1IN1 2009. Nearly 4 in 10 respotsl (39%) also mentioned children under 14,
while a quarter (26%) said babies, and a fifth @wered pregnant women (20%) and healthcare workers
(19%) to be at risk. A small number (2%) thoughattmen were more at risk and an equally small
number (2%) considered women to be at risk. “OthgmSups were mentioned by 7% and 4% of
respondents did not have an answer.
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