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CITING CSE (NAME –YEAR) REFERENCES IN-TEXT  

One work  

by one author 

Use the last name of the author 

followed by the date. 

(Fauci 2002) 

(Duncan 1959) 

One work by two 

authors 

Give both names in the in-text ref-

erence, separated by “and” 

(Mazan and Hoffman 2001) 

One work by three 

or authors 

Give only the first author’s name 

followed by “et al.” and the publi-

(Ito et al. 1999) 

Unidentifiable 

Authorship 

Begin with the first word or first 

few words of the title, followed by 

an ellipsis. 

(Handbook . . .c2000) 

Unidentifiable 

Date 

Place the words “date unknown” 

within square brackets 

(Lederer [date unknkown]) 

When several in-text references occur at the same point, give them in chronologic se-

quence from earliest to latest, separated by semicolons. 

… and the main contributors (Dawson and Briggs 1974; Dawson and 
Jones 1974; Smith AL 1978; Smith GT 1978; Smith et al. 1978; Tyndall et 
al. 1978; Zymgomoski 1978; Brown 190) established beyond a doubt 
that ... 

 

 

CSE Citation Style Examples 

Name-Year System 
8th Edition (2014) 

The Council of Science Editors (CSE) offers three systems of documentation: 1) citation-name, 2) 

citation-sequence, and 3) name-year.   This document focuses on the third: name-year.  In 

the name-year system, you should list (but do not number) your sources alphabetically in the 

reference list at the end of your paper. In the sentences of your paper, cite your sources by giving 

the author's last name and year of publication in parentheses. 

Journal  

Article 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Date. Article title: article subtitle. 

Journal Title Abbreviated. Volume(issue): location. 

Jansen NW, Kant IJ, van den Brandt PA. 2002. Need for recovery in the 

working population: description and associations with fatigue and 

psychological distress. Int J Behav Med. 9(4):322-340. 

Smart N, Fang ZY, Marwick TH. 2003. A practical guide to exercise training 

for heart failure patients. J Card Fail. 9(1):49-58. 

NOTE: Abbreviate the “significant” words in a journal title according to ISO 4,  

and omit other words such as articles, conjunctions, and prepositions. 

Online 
Journal 
Article 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Date. Article title: article subtitle. 

Journal Title Abbreviated [Internet]. [date accessed];Volume(issue): 

location. URL. Notes. 

Savage E, Ramsay M, White J, Beard S, Lawson H, Hunjan R, Brown D. 

2005. Mumps outbreaks across England and Wales in 2004: observa-

tional study. BMJ. [accessed 2005 May 31];330(7500):1119-1120. 

http://bmj,bmjjournals.com/cgi/reprint/330/7500/119. doi:10.1136/

bmj.330.7500.1119. 

News-
paper 
Article 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Date. Article title: article subtitle. Title 

of Newspaper (edition). Section:Beginning page of article (Column 

no.). 

Weiss R. 2003 Apr 11. Study shows problems in cloning people: research-

ers find replicating primates will be harder than other mammals. 

Washington Post (Home Ed.). Sect. A:12 (col. 1). 



 

 

Book Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Year. Title of book: subtitle of 

book. Edition. City (ST): Publisher # p. 

Schott J, Priest J. 2002. Leading antenatal classes: a practical guide. 2nd 

ed. Boston (MA): Books for Midwives. 

Allen C, Prior P, Hayward AC. 2005. Bacterial wilt: the disease and 

the Ralstonia solanacearum species complex. St. Paul (MN): APS 

Press.  

eBook Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Year. Title of book: subtitle of 

book. Edition. City (ST): Publisher; [date updated; date accessed].  

URL 

Griffiths AJF, Miller JH, Suzuki DT, Lewontin RC, Gelbart WM. c2000. 

Introduction to genetic analysis. 7th ed. New York (NY): W. H. 

Freeman & Co.; accessed 2005 May 31]. http://www/

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books.bv.fcgi?call=bv.View..ShowTOC&rid=iga. 

Book  
Chapter 

Author AA. Year. Title of chapter: subtitle of chapter. In: Editor BB, 

Editor CC, editors. Title of book: subtitle of book. City (ST):  

Publisher. p. #-#. 

Allen, C. 2007. Bacteria, bioterrorism, and the geranium ladies of Gua-

temala. In: Cabezas AL, Reese E, Waller M, editors. Wages of em-

pire: neoliberal policies, repression, and women's poverty. Boul-

der (CO): Paradigm Press. p. 169-177.  

Otegui MS. 2007. Endosperm: development and molecular biology. In: 

Olson OA, editor. Endosperm cell walls: formation, composition, 

and functions. Heidelberg (Germany): Springer-Verlag. p. 159-178.  

Website Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Date. Article title: article subtitle. 

City (ST): Publisher; [date updated; date accessed].  URL 

Williamson RC. 2004. Deciduous tree galls. Madison (WI): University of 

Wisconsin-Madison; [accessed 2013 Sep 12]. http://

labs.russell.wisc.edu/pddc/files/Fact_Sheets/FC_PDF/

Deciduous_Tree_Galls.pdf 

 

 

2-10 Authors Separate successive author 

names from each other by a 

command and a space. 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. 

> 10 Authors List the first 10 followed by 

“et al.” or “and others” 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC, 

Author DD, Author EE, Author FF, 

Author GG, Author HH, Author II, 

Author JJ, et al. 

 

No Author Move title to the author position, before the date of publication.    

GENERAL INFO 

Conference 
Paper 

Author AA. Date. Title of paper: subtitle of paper. In: Editor(s). Num-

ber and name of conference; date of conference; place of confer-

ence. City (ST): Publisher. Notes. 

Lee DI, Bates D, Dromey C, Xu X, Antani S. c2003. An imaging system 

correlating lip shapes with tongue contact pattersn for speech pa-

thology research. In: KrolM, Mitra S, Lee DJ, editors. CBMS 2003. 

Proceedings of the 16th IEEE Symposium on Computer-Based Med-

ical Systems; New York. Los Alamitos (CA): IEEE Computer Society. 

p. 307-313. 

Technical 
Report 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Date. Title of report: subtitle of 

report. City (ST): Publisher. Report No.: xxx.  

Feller BA. 1981. Health characteristics of persons with chronic activity 

limitation, United States, 1979. Hyattsville (MD): National Center 

for Health Statistics (US). Report No.: VHS-SER-10/137.  

Dissertation 
& Theses 

Author AA, Author BB, Author CC. Date. Title of dissertation or thesis: 

subtitle of dissertation of thesis [content designator]. [City (ST)]: 

Publisher.  

Lutz M. 1989. 1903: American nervousness and the economy of cultural 

change [dissertation]. [Stanford (CA)]: Stanford University. 

Oviedo S. 1995. Adolescent pregnancy: voices heard in the everyday 

lives of pregnant teenagers [master’s thesis]. {Denton (TX)]: Univer-

sity of North Texas. 


