THE LION AND THE MOUSE

An Zsop Fable
Text by Music by

A.J. WOOD CLARK McALISTER

All through the long afternoon, the forest slept.
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Beneath the buming sun nothing moved nor made a sound. Nothing,
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but the cry of the dark and hungry birds that circled endlessly overhead.
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Nothing, but the butterflies that sometimes danced in the trees’ cool shade.
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Suddenly, a new sound
broke the silence. It was a lion.
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He lifted his golden head and roared.
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44 @nd the birds and the fluttering butterflies. - Look at me! his
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roar seemed to say. "l am King. - Let no crea-ture come be-fore me." And then,
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satisfied that he had made his presence felt, the lion continued on his way. Above, among the branches,
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ft was a

trapped within the leafy carpet of the lion’s path.
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He stayed, still as stone, his tiny heart
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beating with the memory of the lion’s roar.

Mo r—— T — T
2

He crouched, silent as rock,
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until the shadow of the lion’s paw had passed. And then the mouse, too,
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Hours in the quiet of the forest, Lion
passed. yawned and lay down to sleep. He dreamed of
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soothing rain and silver rivers, and of the endless water that was the sea.
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But he awoke to the pitter - patter not of raindrops, to a rustling just beneath his nose and the
107 but of something else slightest touch on the fur of his great velvet paw.
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Lion opened his shining sleepy

There before him crouched

yellow eyes and looked.
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"Forgive me, Lord Lion," squeaked the tiny
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To me, your paw was a hill of golden sand.
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"l did not see you sleeping there.

creature.
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Let me go and | will disturb you no more."

And Mouse waited for Lion to speak,

certain that only death could

"And

130 now await him.
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136 Why should  forgive you?" snarled Lion, licking his lips. "What reason could | possibly have?"
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. ' "Because one day | may be able
Mouse thought awhile and then replied: to spare your life in return.”
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Lion smiled a slow, sleepy smile, for he thought Mouse’s story

most unlikely. But there was kindness deep in the lion’s heart.
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So he growled "Be
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off with you!" and watched as Mouse
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157 And the mouse looked back at the lion who had spared him and wondered. . .
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