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Congratulations to researchers in Japan for 
publishing almost 94,000 papers in 2016 – 
the highest in the past decade!

93,812

2016

8,000+

2006

+4 fold

AJE Scholarly Publishing Report: Japan 
A brief look at current Japanese publication trends, popular areas of study, and the journals and insti-
tutions with the most publications.

The number of papers published grew again last year, with increasing contributions from countries with developing research programs.

Looking Back: The Last Decade of Research Publishing in Japan

Top Publishing
Countries in 2016

Top 5 Areas of 
Study in Japan

by number of publications

Top 5 Journals
by number of  

Japanese publications

Top 5 Japanese 
Institutions

by number of publications

1.   United States   |   2.  China  |  3.   United Kingdom  |  4.  Germany  

5.   India   |   6.   Japan

Japan’s output grew 
evenly across most fields. 

Engineering is up one  
spot from 2015 

(it’s 2nd worldwide).

Scientific Reports took 
over the top spot from 

PLOS ONE in 2016.

Tohoku University edged 
out Kyushu University for 

the #4 spot in 2016.

World output increased 56% while  
Japan experienced only 9% growth.

In 2006, Japan was 5th in the world in total 
publications. It has since been surpassed by 

India, a major emerging market.  

Japanese multidisciplinary papers 
have grown 4-fold since 2006, along 

with large jumps in nursing and 
humanities papers.

American Journal Experts (AJE) has helped thousands of international researchers to eliminate language barriers and get their work published in the best journals in the world. 
Our editors are researchers themselves, so we understand the importance of publication and can help authors navigate the often-difficult publication process.
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Medicine

Scientific Reports

University of Tokyo

Biochemistry, Genetics, and 
Molecular Biology

PLOS ONE

Kyoto University

Physics and Astronomy

Physical Review B

Osaka University

Engineering

Japanese Journal  
of Applied Physics

Tohoku University

Chemistry

Internal Medicine

Kyushu University

Japan held steady at 6th in the world behind several 
large research centers.


