
In This Presentation…

We will learn about the following:

• Curricular Standards

• Instructional Unit Guides

• Dynamic Learning Map Essential Elements (Sometimes just referred 
to as DLM Essential Elements or Essential Elements)



Curricular Standards

• Kansas Curricular Standards provide information on what students 
should know and be able to do at different grade levels. Kansas 
curricular standards are guidelines school districts can use to develop 
their curriculum. They are not the curriculum. In Kansas, each school 
district develops its own curriculum and teachers decide on how they 
will provide instruction to ensure student learning. 

http://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Career-Standards-and-Assessment-Services/CSAS-
Home/Curricular-Standards



Locating The Curricular Standards

http://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Career-Standards-and-Assessment-Services/CSAS-
Home/Curricular-Standards



Grade 8 Example:

Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL8.1

Cite the textual

evidence that most

strongly supports an

analysis of what the

text says explicitly as

over the course of the

text, including its

relationship to the

well as draw inferences characters, setting, and

from the text.

RL8.2

Determine the theme or

central idea of a text and

analyze its development

plot; provide an objective

summary of the text.

RL8.3

Analyze how particular

lines of dialogue or

incidents in a story or

drama propel the

action, reveal the

aspects of a character,

or provoke a decision.

Strand

Sub

Strand

StandardsStandardsStandards



Instructional Unit Guides (IUGs)

• IUGs communicate the adopted Curriculum (The What We Are To 
Teach)

• May Include:

• Suggested Pacing

• Curricular Standards

• Possible Resources

• Possible Activities

• Access to IUGs on OnBase



OnBase

• OnBase is an online document 
storage program for managing 
content.

• Numerous district documents 
are stored on OnBase.

https://wpsobweb.usd259.net/AppNet_16/Login.aspx



Locating Instructional Unit Guides (IUGs) - OnBase

1. Document Type – C&I –
Curriculum & Instruction

2. C&I Department

3. Search

https://wpsobweb.usd259.net/AppNet_16/Login.aspx



OnBase Search Results

• Will need to sift through search results

• May require to click forward arrow to look at next page





Curricular Standards, IUGs, and EEs

• The Curricular Standards guide 
the Curriculum and our 
instruction.

• The Instructional Unit Guides are 
based on Curricular Standards 
and communicate the adopted 
Curriculum.

• The Essential Elements break 
down the adopted Curriculum 
and Curricular Standards into 
smaller pieces.

Standards

IUGs

EEs



Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements

• The Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements (EEs) are specific 
statements of knowledge and skills linked to the grade-level 
expectations. The purpose of the EEs is to build a bridge from those 
content standards to academic expectations for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities.

• Students who take DLM assessments are instructed and assessed 
on Essential Elements (EEs). EEs are grade-level-specific expectations 
about what students with the most significant cognitive disabilities 
should know and be able to do. EEs are related to college- and career-
readiness standards for students in the general population.



Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements

• Essential Elements (EEs) link standards with grade-level expectations.

• EEs are academics targets.

• Targets are statements of skill and knowledge and aligned with 
Common Core State Standards.

• EEs are related to college- and career-readiness standards for 
students in the general population.

• Using the information from the Essential Elements for guidance in 
teaching and learning does not automatically qualify a student for the 
Alternate Assessment.

• Currently exist for English/Language Arts, Math, and Science.



Organization of The Essential Elements

• Grade Level Standard - Target

• DLM Essential Element (Standard Broken Down)

• Unpacked (Standard Broken Down Even Further)



Locating The Essential Elements

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/about/model

Click On These Hyperlinks



6th,7th & 8th Grade Math – Mathia – Ignore Letters 
Listed On IUG – Example, Standard 7.G.B.4 is 7.G.4 
and 7.RP.A.1 is 7.RP.1



Alternate Assessment

• Eligibility for the Alternate 
Assessment is a decision made 
by the IEP team members on an 
annual basis during the IEP 
meeting. The IEP team will use 
the “Dynamic Learning Maps 
(DLM) and Kansas Alternate 
Assessment (KAA) Participation 
Guidelines” to make the 
determination.

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/DLM_Participation_Guidelines_KS_20160106.pdf



Essential Elements benefit who?

• Students with disabilities who participate in the Alternate Assessment

• Students with students with disabilities who are not performing at 
grade level

• Teacher in knowing how to break down instruction relative to the 
grade level standards



Zone of Proximal Development

• Based on work of Vygotsky

• What is the students prior knowledge of the 
content?

• Where is the students skill set in relation to a 
particular task?

• What are the students IEP goals?

• Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance (PLAAFP)

• According to Wass and Golding (2014), “The 
core idea is that with more capable peer or 
teacher assistance, students are able to 
operate at a higher level than they could on 
their own, and this enables them to learn to 
operate independently at this level”. (p. 672)



9th Grade IUG English/Language Arts

Content 
Aligned 
With 
Grade 
Level 
Standard



Essential Elements for Reading Language Arts 
Grades 9 and 10

Grade 
Level 
Standard

DLM Essential Element
(Standard Broken Down)

Unpacked
(Standard Broken 
Down Even Further)



Additional Resource

• https://www.dlmpd.com/


