
       DAILY BUSINESS REVIEW    TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2019    dailybusinessreview.com   A13

by Kelvin Chan

China’s Huawei unveiled a new 
folding-screen phone, joining the latest 
trend for bendable devices as it chal-
lenges the global smartphone market’s 
dominant players, Apple and Samsung.

Huawei revealed its Mate X phone 
on the eve of MWC Barcelona, a four-
day showcase of mobile devices, as the 
company battles U.S. allegations it is a 
cybersecurity risk.

The device can be used on superfast 
next-generation mobile networks that are 
due to come online in the coming years.

Device makers are looking to folding 
screens as the industry’s next big thing 
to help them break out of an innovation 
malaise, although most analysts think 
the market is limited, at least in the 
early days.

The Mate X is the answer to a ques-
tion Huawei faced as it sought to satisfy 
smartphone users’ demands for big-
ger screens and longer battery life, said 
Richard Yu, CEO of its consumer busi-
ness group.

“How can we bring the more big in-
novation to this smartphone industry?” 
Yu said at a glitzy media launch.

The Mate X will sell for $2,600 when 
it goes on sale by midyear. That’s even 
more than Samsung’s recently revealed 
Galaxy Fold, priced at nearly $2,000.

The Mate X’s screen wraps around 
the outside so users can still view it when 
it’s closed, unlike the Galaxy Fold, which 
has a screen that folds shut. Unfolded, 
the Mate X’s screen is 8 inches diago-
nally, making it the size of a small tablet.

Yu said Huawei engineers spent three 
years working on the device’s hinge, 
which doesn’t leave a gap when shut.

“No matter how innovative and 
technology-advanced the new device is, 
it will take a lot more time for a criti-
cal mass of consumers to experience 
the benefits of foldable phones and 5G 
technology,” Forrester analyst Thomas 
Husson said. Huawei still “has to find its 
own brand voice to differentiate from 
Samsung and Apple and stop acting as 
a technology challenger.”

Huawei Technologies is trying to 
raise its profile in the fiercely competi-
tive smartphone market. Almost ev-

eryone with a smartphone has heard 
of Apple and Samsung, the top device 
makers, and Google, the power behind 
Android’s pervasive software.

Huawei, a Chinese company with a 
name many people in the West don’t 
know how to pronounce (it’s “HWA-way”), 
wants to join the market’s upper echelon.

It’s getting close. Samsung was the No. 
1 smartphone seller for all of last year, 
followed by Apple, according to research 
firm International Data Corp. Huawei 
came third, though in some quarters it 
took second place, IDC data showed.

The company stealthily became 
an industry star by plowing into new 
markets, honing its technology, and 
developing a lineup of phones that of-
fer affordable options for low-income 
households and luxury models that are 
siphoning upper-crust sales from Apple 
and Samsung in China and Europe.

But Huawei’s products are few and 
far between in the U.S. The scarcity 
stems from long-running security con-
cerns that the company could facilitate 
digital espionage on behalf of China’s 
government. Washington has been lob-
bying European allies to keep its equip-
ment out of new 5G networks.

The cloud over Huawei also includes 
U.S. criminal charges filed last month 
against the company and its chief fi-
nancial officer, Meng Wanzhou, who 
U.S. prosecutors want to extradite from 
Canada. They accuse her of fraud and 
say the company stole trade secrets, in-
cluding technology that mobile carrier 
T-Mobile used to test smartphones.

Huawei is making its push at a time 
that both Samsung and Apple are strug-
gling with declining smartphone sales 
amid a lull in industry innovation that 
is causing more consumers to hold on 
to the devices until they wear out in-
stead of upgrading to the latest model 
as quickly as they once did.

The company sells high-priced 
smartphones as well as an extensive 
range of cheaper models priced from 
$200 to $600 that offer a good camera 
and other features most consumers 
want, analysts said.

Kelvin Chan reports for the Associated 
Press. Mike Liedtke in San Francisco con-
tributed to this report.
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CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE

ENTRANCE FEATURE 
APPROVAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Article III, Division 2, Entrance Feature, Section 77-103 of the 

City Land Development Code, the Planning and Zoning Director for the City of Doral has approved the 

following Entrance Feature Plan.

APPLICANT: Vania Pedraja-Castro, on behalf of CC Doral 4200, LLC

PROJECT NAME: Doral 4200 Entrance Feature

LOCATION: 4200 NW 107th Avenue

FOLIO NO.: 35-3019-001-0500

DESCRIPTION: One entrance feature located on NW 107th Avenue as per plans entitled “Doral 4200”, 

prepared by MSA Architects and Witkin Hults Design Group, dated stamped received January 22, 2019, 

as amended.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT 55 OF “FLORIDA FRUIT LANDS COMPANY’S SUBDIVISION No.1” 

ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 17, OF THE PUBLIC 

RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, LYING IN THE SOUTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 19, 

TOWNSHIP 53 SOUTH, RANGE 40 EAST, CITY OF DORAL. MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

Location

Information relating to the subject application is on file and may be examined in the City of Doral, 

Planning and Zoning Department (305-593-6630) located at 8401 N.W. 53 Terrace, Doral, Florida 33166, 

during normal business hours.

Pursuant to Section 77-103 of the City Code, any property owner in the area may appeal the decision 

of the Planning and Zoning Department Director within 15 days after the decision is published in The 

Daily Business Review. If no appeal is filed within the 15-day period, the maintenance agreement shall 

be recorded and the approval shall become effective.

Connie Diaz, MMC

City Clerk
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