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GCE English Language and Literature
Student exemplar responses to AS Level Paper 1

About this exemplar pack

This pack has been produced to support English Language and Literature teachers
delivering the new GCE AS English Language and Literature specification (first
assessment summer 2016), Component 1.

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%?20Level/English%20Lanquage%?2
Oand%?20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/AS-
EnglishLangLit-Spec.PDF

The tables below show the relationship between the AOs and relative percentage
weighing across the qualification.

Assessment Objectives and weightings

Students must: E

A1 Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and

literary study as appropriate, using associated terminclogy and 21.5
coharent written expression

AD2 Analyse ways in which meanings are shapad in texts 21.5

AQ3Z Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of 10
the contexts in which texts are produced and received

ADS Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and 15

literary concepts and methods

ADS Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to
communicate in different ways

Notz: this Assessment Objective must be targsted with at least 12
one of AQ2, AQ3, or AlM, sither in the same task or in bwo or
more linked tasks.

Total [ 10000



http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language%20and%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/AS-EnglishLangLit-Spec.PDF
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language%20and%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/AS-EnglishLangLit-Spec.PDF
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language%20and%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/AS-EnglishLangLit-Spec.PDF
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Breakdown of Assessment Objectives

Assessment Objectives Total for all

Assessment
Objectives

Paper 1: Voices in

Speach and % 5% 13% 15% 12% S0%
Whiting

Paper 2: Vareties

in Language and 16.5% | 16.53% | 16.5% 0% 0% S0%
Literature

Total for this

qualification 21.5% | 21.5% | 300 150 12%0 100%%

NE: some bofals have been roundad sither up or down

The pack contains exemplar student responses for GCE AS level English Language and
Literature specimen paper 1: Voices in Speech and Writing, Sections A and B. It shows
real student responses to the questions taken from the specimen paper assessment
materials. The question paper, indicative content and mark schemes can be found here:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language%?2
0and%?20Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/8EL0-01-COLLATION-web.pdf

Component 1 of the GCE AS English Langauge and Literature specification covers the
following Assessment Objectives: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 and AOS.

Paper 1, Section A: Creation of Voice covers AO3 and AO5.
Paper 1, Section B: Comparing Voices covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4

Following each response you will find the relevant mark scheme for the level that the
student has achieved, with accompanying examiner comments on how the marks have
been awarded, and any ways in which the response might have been improved.

Please note: The specimen paper has been produced to complement the sample
assessment materials for Pearson Edexcel Advanced Subsidiary GCE in English Language
and Literature and is designed to provide extra practice for your students. The specimen
papers are part of a suite of support materials offered by Pearson.

The specimen papers do not form part of the accredited materials for this qualification.


http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language%20and%20Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/8EL0-01-COLLATION-web.pdf
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Language%20and%20Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/8EL0-01-COLLATION-web.pdf
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Mark Scheme: Section A

Level Mark Descriptor(AO3)

0 No rewardable material
Level 1 |1-2 Broadunderstanding
= Basic understanding of contextual factors and genre conventions.
« Limited consideration of how the text is received, with some attempt to
craft a text for the given context.
Level 2 | 3-4 Detailed understanding
= Clear understanding of contextual factors and genre conventions.
- Clear awareness of how the text is received, with clear evidence of
crafting the text for the given context.
Level 3 | 5-6 Consistent understanding
- Consistent understanding of contextual factors and genre conventions.
- Effective consideration of how the text is received, with confident
crafting of the text for the given context.
Level 4 | 7-8 Discriminating understanding
+ Subtle and nuanced understanding of contextual factors and genre
conventions.
» Assured consideration of how the text is received, with confident
and effective crafting of the text for the given context.

Level Mark Descriptor(AO5)

0 No rewardable material
Levell |1-2 Low level skill
= Writing is uneven with frequent errors and technical lapses.
» Little attempt to craft a new text with heavy reliance on the stimulus text.
Writing lacks engagement.
Level2 | 3-4 General/imprecise skills
- Writing has general sense of direction but has inconsistencies in
register and style.
- Some attempt to craft a new text, with general elements of engagement.
Level3 | 5-6 Clear skills
= Writing is logically structured with few lapses in clarity.
» Clear attempt to craft a new, engaging text incorporating clear
original elements.
Level4 | 7-9 Consistentskills
- Writing is confident and consistent.
= Produces an effective and consistently engaging text, employing
carefully-chosen language and features that demonstrate originality.
Level 5 | 10-12 | Controlled skills
- Writing is controlled and assured throughout.
- Creates a distinctly new, original and effective text that engages
throughout.
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Mark Scheme: Section B

AO1 = bullet point1 AO2 = bullet point 2 AO3 = bullet point 3

Descriptor (AO1, AO2, AO3)

No rewardable material

Level 1

1-3

Recallsinformation

Ideas are unstructured and not well linked, with undeveloped
examples. Recalls few relevant concepts, methods and terms and
makes frequent errors and technical lapses.

Uses a highly-descriptive or narrative approach or paraphrases.
Shows little understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.

Little reference to contextual factors. Has little awareness of
significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 2

Broad understanding

Organises and expresses ideas with some clarity, with some
appropriate examples. Uses some relevant concepts, methods and
terms that show broad understanding, although there are frequent
lapses.

Gives surface reading of texts. Applies broad understanding of
writer's/speaker’s craft.

Describes basic contextual factors. Links between significance and
influence of how texts are produced and received are undeveloped.

Level 3

Detailed understanding

Ideas are mostly structured logically with examples that demonstrate
clear knowledge. Uses relevant concepts, methods and terms
accurately and written expression is clear.

Demonstrates knowledge of how meanings are shaped in texts. Shows
clear understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.

Explains range of clear contextual factors. Able to make relevant links
to significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 4

10-12

Consistent application

Consistent analysis supported by relevant examples. Careful
application of appropriate concepts, methods and terminology.
Structure of response is organised effectively.

Displays a secure understanding of how meanings are shaped in
texts. Provides evidence of effective and consistent understanding
of writer's/speaker’s craft.

Displays consistent awareness of contextual factors. Makes inferences
and links between the significance and influence of how texts are
produced and received.

Level 5

13-15

Discriminating application

Discriminating analysis is supported by sustained integration of
examples. Discriminating application of appropriate concepts,
methods and terminology. Structures writing in consistently
appropriate register and style.

Displays discriminating evaluation of how meanings are shaped in
texts. Shows a critical understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.
Evaluates context by looking at subtleties and nuances of how texts
are produced and received. Analyses multi-layered nature of texts
in a discriminating way.

Level
Level 1

Mark
1-3

Descriptor (AO4)

Approaches texts as separate entities with limited recall of
concepts and methods.

Level 2

4-6

Notices obvious similarities, differences between the texts,
informed by basic recall of concepts and methods.

Level 3

7-9

Explains a range of connections between texts, informed by some
relevant concepts and methods.

Level 4

10-12

Displays a consistent awareness of connections across texts,
informed by carefully selected concepts and methods.

Level 5

13-15

Analyses connections across texts using an integrated approach,
informed by critical application of concepts and methods.
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Exemplar responses

Section A: Creation of Voice

Exemplar Response A
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Marker’'s Comments

The decision to produce an online article was not specifically requested in the question -
it is acceptable here, but candidates must take care to read the brief carefully. There is a
consistent application of genre conventions and the candidate produces a wholly viable
(online) article as a result. Shaping offers personal slant on the content (and Diana's
motives) which adds interest. The source is reworked with confidence and fluency and
the resultant text is engaging and effective.

The writing is confident, consistent and accurate. The article is engaging and fully fit for
purpose. It has strong appeal to the target audience and there is good use of the source
material.

Level 4 - 7 Marks
Level 5 - 10 Marks

Level 4 | 7-3 Discriminating understanding

« Subde and nuanced understanding of contextual factors and genre
conventions.

=  Aszured consideration of how the text is received, with confident
and effective crafting of the text for the given context.

Leval 5 | 10-12 | Controlled skills
Writing is controlled and assured throughout.

Creates a distinctly new, original and effective text that engages
throughout.
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Exemplar Response B
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Marker’'s Comments

Good assimilation of the material. The candidate consistently applies genre conventions.
Shaping offers personal/political slant on the content, which adds interest and
authenticity. There are occasional technical lapses but these do not significantly impact
on effectiveness. The writing is confident and mostly consistent - there are occasional
lapses but these do not overly diminish the relative success of the text. Coherent with
clear paragraphing and good grammatical transitions.

Level 3 - 6 Marks
Level 4 - 7 Marks

Level 3 | 5-6 Consistent understanding
= Consistent understanding of contextual factors and genre conventions.

= Effective consideration of how the taxt is received, with confident
crafting of the text for the given conte:t.

Level4 | 7-9 Consistent skills
« Writing is confident and consistent.

» Produces an effective and consistently engaging text, emploving
carefully-chosen language and features that demonstrate criginality.

10
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Exemplar Response C
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Marker’'s Comments

Initially appears to be a review of the TV programme then gains in confidence and
successfully moves into the extended metaphor which works well. Good assimilation of
the source text. The candidate consistently applies genre conventions. The shaping of
the material offers a personal slant on the content (and Diana's motives) which add
interest. The use of the extended metaphor shows originality and a degree of flair.

The writing is confident and mostly consistent - there are occasional lapses but these do
not overly impact on the relative success of the text. The writing is engaging and
demonstrates a good sense of audience.

Level 3 - 6 Marks
Level 4 - 7 Marks

Level 3 |5-6 Consistent understanding
= Consistent undarstanding of contextual factors and genre conventions.

= Effective consideration of how the text is received, with confident
crafting of the text for the given context,

Leveld4 |7-5 Consistent skills
Writing is confident and consistent,

Produces an effective and consistently engaging text, employving
carefully-chosan language and features that demonstrate originality.
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Exemplar Response D
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Marker’'s Comments

An effective, appealing article which successfully sustains a personal approach. The
candidate applies genre conventions effectively and produces a viable article which
draws on the factual content of the source material. Direct speech is re-worked to
reasonable effect, although some of the original additions are a little awkward and there
are some technical lapses. The overall tone of the article, and the line taken regarding
the writer’s stance on both Diana and the monarchy, is consistent.

There are some lapses in fluency and accuracy but there is a clear attempt to generate a
new text.

Level 3 - 5 Marks
Level 3 - 5 Marks

Level 3 | 5-6 Consistent understanding
= Consistent understanding of contextual factors and genre conventions.

= Effective consideration of how the taxt is received, with confident
crafting of the text for the given context.

Level3 |5-6& Clear skills

= Writing is legically structured with few lapsss in carity.

« Clear attempt to craft a new, engaging text incorporating clear
original elements.
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Exemplar Response E
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Marker’'s Comments

Initially employs s

uitable genre conventions, but later loses focus as this is not fully

developed in mid to latter sections. The candidate adapts content to reported -rather

than direct- speec
based on the sour

h to reasonable effect, but this is sometimes awkward. Content is
ce material, and therefore fulfils this requirement of the question, but

overall relies heavily on the original text with not enough re-shaping in the second half.

Demonstrates clear writing skills with apt structure with occasional lapses in clarity and
fluency. There are colloquial lapses and incorrect punctuation which affects fluency. Does
reshape to task but opening sections show greater originality and achieve greater

engagement than
Level 2 - 4 Marks

Level 3 - 5 Marks

latter sections.

Level Z -4

Detailed understanding
= {lear understanding of contextual factors and genre conventions,

= Clear awaraness of how the text is received, with clear evidence of
crafting the text for the given context.

Level 3 | 5-&

Clear skills
Writing is logically structured with few lapsss in clarity.

Clear attemnpt to craft a new, engaging text incorporating clear
orginal elamants.
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Section B: Comparing Voices

Exemplar Response A
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Marker’'s Comments

The opening comments on *higher powers’ make subtle and insightful connections
between texts. The reading and interpretation of both texts is quite sophisticated and the
contrasts and connections in the voices they contain is effectively structured and
conveyed. Ideas are structured logically and the candidate’s consideration of tone and
intent is particularly effective. Concepts, methods and terms are applied, but lack the
technical terminology to discuss non-standard grammar. The range of specific terms
could be more developed - especially at sentence level. However this is a successful
response with some assured critical comment.

The candidate makes some valid and often subtle connections across texts which are
supported with consistent and aptly chosen examples and consideration of method and
effect.
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Level 5 - 13 Marks

Level 5 - 14 Marks

Level 5 | 13-15 | Discriminating application

- Discriminating analysis is supported by sustained integration of
examples. Discriminating application of appropriate concepts,
methods and terminology. Structures writing in consistently
appropriate register and style.

- Displays discriminating evaluation of how meanings are shaped in
texts. Shows a critical understanding of writer’'s/speaker’s craft.

- Evaluates context by looking at subtleties and nuances of how texts
are produced and received. Analyses multi-layered nature of texts
in a discriminating way.

Level 5 13-15 |- Analyses connections across texts using an integrated approach,
informed by critical application of concepts and methods.
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Exemplar Response B
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Marker’'s Comments

The candidate writes with confidence and expresses themselves with clarity. Ideas are
structured logically and in a way that affords clear contrast and comparison. The script
offers a close and critical reading of both texts and applies concepts, methods and terms
in good range and with accuracy. At times the candidate could be more specific (avoiding
general terms such as ‘lexis’, and offering specific word classes, for example) but overall
this is a very impressive response that hits the higher level of achievement. The
candidate considers relevant contextual factors and conveys their understanding of these
factors with clarity. Some valid connections across texts are made, which are supported
with examples and consideration of method and effect. Connections are well integrated
into the discussion.

Level 5 - 13 Marks

Level 5 - 13 Marks

Level 5 | 13-15 | Discriminating application

- Discriminating analysis is supported by sustained integration of
examples. Discriminating application of appropriate concepts,
methods and terminology. Structures writing in consistently
appropriate register and style.

- Displays discriminating evaluation of how meanings are shaped in
texts. Shows a critical understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.

- Evaluates context by looking at subtleties and nuances of how texts
are produced and received. Analyses multi-layered nature of texts
in a discriminating way.

Level 5 13-15 |+ Analyses connections across texts using an integrated approach,
informed by critical application of concepts and methods.
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Exemplar Response C
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Marker’'s Comments

There is clear potential here. The candidate writes with confidence and expression is
clear. Ideas are structured logically with examples that demonstrate understanding of
how voice and meaning is created in both texts. Concepts, methods and terms are
applied in reasonable range and with accuracy. The range of specific terms could have
been more fully developed, but links between form and function and the influence of
contextual factors are well drawn.

The candidate makes valid connections across texts which are supported with examples
and there is consideration of method and effect. Careful consideration of the texts
characterises this response.

Level 4 - 11 Marks
Level 4 - 11 Marks
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Level4 | 10-12 | Consistent application

= Consistent analysis supported by relevant examples. Careful
application of appropriate concepts, methods and terminology.
Structure of response is organised effectively.

- Displays a secure understanding of how meanings are shaped in
texts. Provides evidence of effective and consistent understanding
of writer's/speaker’s craft.

= Displays consistent awareness of contextual factors. Makes inferences
and links between the significance and influence of how texts are
produced and received.

Level 4 10-12 |- Displays a consistent awareness of connections across texts,
informed by carefully selected concepts and methods.
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Marker’'s Comments

Again there is clear potential here. The candidate writes succinctly and with confidence,
expressing themselves with clarity. Ideas are structured logically with examples that
demonstrate understanding of how voice and meaning is created in both texts. The
candidate applies concepts, methods and terms in reasonable range and with accuracy.
They consider relevant contextual factors, and though these could have been more fully
developed, the candidate conveys their understanding of these factors with clarity.

Some valid contrasts and connections are made across texts which are supported with
examples and consideration of method and effect. The candidate shows understanding of
the intentions of the writers. Some good linking of form to function.

Level 3 - 9 Marks

Level 4 - 10 Marks

Level3 | 7-9 Detailed understanding

= Ideas are mostly structured logically with examples that demonstrate
clear knowledge. Uses relevant concepts, methods and terms
accurately and written expression is clear.

= Demonstrates knowledge of how meanings are shaped in texts. Shows
clear understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.

= Explains range of clear contextual factors. Able to make relevant links
to significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 4 10-12 |- Displays a consistent awareness of connections across texts,
informed by carefully selected concepts and methods.

30



GCE English Language and Literature
Student exemplar responses to AS Level Paper 1

Exemplar Response E
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Marker’'s Comments

Some valid connections made between texts across audience and purpose to start.
Comments on structure and sequence also afford some valid connections. The
candidate’s comments on lexical fields are also relevant - although the general use of the
term ‘lexis’ marginally detracts from this relevance. Ideas are structured logically with
examples that demonstrate understanding of how voice and meaning is created in both
texts. The candidate applies concepts, methods and terms in reasonable range although
these could have been more specific at times —-the categorisation of sentence types as
‘short’/long’ is an example.

The candidate makes some valid connections across texts which are supported with
examples and consideration of method and effect

Level 3 - 8 Marks

Level 3 - 8 Marks

Level3 | 7-9 Detailed understanding

= Ideas are mostly structured logically with examples that demonstrate
clear knowledge. Uses relevant concepts, methods and terms
accurately and written expression is clear.

= Demonstrates knowledge of how meanings are shaped in texts. Shows
clear understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.

= Explains range of clear contextual factors. Able to make relevant links
to significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 3 7-9 < Explains a fange of connections between texts, informed by some
relevant concepts and methods.
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Marker’'s Comments

Despite early indications of potential this is undeveloped. This is a relatively brief
response which inevitably restricts coverage of the source materials. There are some
valid points of contrast and comparison but these lack detail and development. The
candidate conveys his understanding of the reflective tone of each text and this is
probably the best aspect of the response. There are key links between method and effect
but terms are applied in a rather restricted range.

The candidate makes some valid connections across texts which are supported with
examples and consideration of method and effect. Range is restricted, however, and
lacks the detail needed to move into a higher band.

Level 3 - 7 Marks

Level 3 - 7 Marks

Level3 | 7-9 Detailed understanding

= Ideas are mostly structured logically with examples that demonstrate
clear knowledge. Uses relevant concepts, methods and terms
accurately and written expression is clear.

= Demonstrates knowledge of how meanings are shaped in texts. Shows
clear understanding of writer's/speaker’s craft.

= Explains range of clear contextual factors. Able to make relevant links
to significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 3 7-9 < Explains a fange of connections between texts, informed by some
relevant concepts and methods.
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Marker's Comments

Lacks sufficient depth to move beyond the 'broad understanding' descriptors. The
candidate makes valid points linked to creation of voice, but these lack depth and
development. Terms are applied with some accuracy but range is restricted. Comments
on context/production/reception lack detail. There are some notes and comments on
distinctive features of each text with some attempt to compare but this is superficial.

The candidate makes some valid connections but these lack development and specifics
and as such characterise this response as a whole. Becomes repetitive and lacks the
terminology to explore connections in depth.

Level 2 - 6 Marks

Level 2 - 6 Marks

Level 2 | 4-6 Broad understanding

= Organises and expresses ideas with some clarity, with some
appropriate examples. Uses some relevant concepts, methods and
terms that show broad understanding, although there are frequent
lapses.

= Gives surface reading of texts. Applies broad understanding of
writer's/speaker’s craft.

= Describes basic contextual factors. Links between significance and
influence of how texts are produced and received are undeveloped.

Level 2 4-6 - Notices obvious similarities, differences between the texts,
informed by basic recall of concepts and methods.
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