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Teaching for Understanding:
Definition

Teaching for Understanding: Teaching for Understanding is leading
students toward being able to do a variety of thought-provoking things with
a topic, such as explaining, finding evidence in examples, generalizing,
applying, making analogies, and representing the topic in new ways.
Teachers aid students to make connections between prior knowledge and
new knowledge to develop understanding of a concept. Teachers who teach
for understanding 1) make learning a long-term, thinking-centered process,
2) engage students in authentic work, 3) provide for rich ongoing
assessment, 4) support learning with powerful representations, 5) pay heed
to developmental factors, 6) induct students into the discipline, and 7) teach
for transfer, 8) pay heed to learner differences.
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