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Abstract

Objective: Those people with schizophrenia have problems in
interpersonal and social skills associated with social
dysfunction. Facial recognition ability is an effective
component of social functioning. The purpose of this study was
to examine the relationship between the facial emotion
recognition and social functioning in the male schizophrenia
patients and comparing them with the normal matched group.
Methods: The method of this study was analytical- descriptive
and comparative investigations. 20 healthy controls and 20
schizophrenia patients who were matched in age, sex and
educational level, were assessed in terms of the ability to match
and naming facial emotion by a researcher-made test, and the
interaction skills by the “Assessment of Communication and
Interaction Skills” (ACIS) questionnaire. The sampling was
performed from those patients who inhabited in Tolou
rehabilitation center and supported houses in Tehran as census
method and sampling of the healthy control group was
performed as available method.

Results: There were significant differences in scores of
communication and interaction skills (p=0.050), anger faces
naming (p=0.021), the number and reaction time of pictures
with different emotion (p=0.003) and (p=0.001), respectively,
and also reaction time of pictures with same emotion (p=0.050)
between 2 groups. The relations between the “happy faces
naming” with “communication and interaction skills” in the
patient group (p=0.050), “the number of pictures with different
emotion” with “information exchange” in the control group
(p=0.047) and “reaction time of pictures with different
emotion” with “information exchange” in the patient group
showed significant differences (p=0. 018).

Conclusion: Given that only in a few cases, the recognition of
emotional faces in schizophrenia patients was associated with
the communication and interaction skills, therefore, there need
the deeper and wider studies.

Keywords: Schizophrenia, Facial emotion recognition, Social
function, Communication and interaction skills.
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