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Scaffolding Difficult Text for Student Access

The list below contains active reading strategies to support students accessing difficult text. The list of
strategies is ordered from most to least scaffolded, allowing students to move through the activities to
become independent. Download the poster for display in your classroom here. Specific routines explaining
each phase in a sequence here. A Fluency Expression Rubric is downloadable for providing feedback to
students using the pillars of fluency: expression (prosody), phrasing, smoothness, and pace.

Active Reading Strategies Scaffolding Descriptions

CLOZE

ECHO

DUET

CHORAL

PARTNER

WHISPER

©Canyons School District

The sun is up.

Oral cloze reading involves the teacher reading aloud while students
actively track the text and read words omitted by the teacher. The teacher
leaves out a preselected number of words per paragraph for the students
to chorally read, preferably nouns or key vocabulary. To implement, the
teacher and students have a copy of the text. The teacher proceeds by
reading the text aloud as the students follow along. When the teacher
pauses the students say the next word to be read. The teacher continues
reading and pauses throughout the text to engage students in the reading.

Echo reading is when the teacher reads a
phrase/sentence/paragraph/section of a text aloud and students repeat
what the teacher read with the same prosody (expression, attention to
punctuation, etc.). Depending on the age level of students and reading
proficiency, longer segments of text may be read aloud before students
repeat what the teacher has read.

Duet reading is when two students are reading the same passage aloud
together. The two students share one text and the stronger reader does
the pointing as the two students read simultaneously.

Choral reading is when the entire group (whole class or small group) reads
a text aloud together at the same time. The goal is for all students to get
an opportunity to read the text. It is recommended that if used in whole
class settings that shorter paragraphs in a passage are used to ensure a
demonstration of fluent reading as it is difficult for large groups of
students to read at the same pace for sustained periods of time. Longer
sections can be read in smaller group settings.

Partner reading is when two students are reading the same text, but take
turns reading the passage. The stronger reader reads the
sentence/paragraph/section first while the weaker reader follows along.
The weaker reader then rereads what the stronger reader read. By having
the stronger reader go first, the weaker reader will have greater access and
improved fluency during their reading of the text.

Whisper reading is when all students in the class are reading a passage and
each one is whisper reading the passage at their own pace. If students
finish reading the assigned section of the text prior to the teacher calling
time, then they are expected to go back to the beginning of the assigned
section and reread again. This will allow all students to read the passage
at least once.
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Dyad Reading:
The following pages identify great oral reading practices that can easily
be done at home.

Directions:
1. Share one book between two people.
Sit side-by-side.
Track the words with one smooth finger as you read.
Read aloud together.
Keep eyes on words.
Don’t read too fast nor too slow.
Talk about unknown words.
Have fun!

N R WN

“What a child can do in cooperation today he can do alone tomorrow.”
(Vygotsky, 1962, p. 104).
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Text Question Prompts
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Four-Square Graphic Organizer

The first key idea/event: Another key idea/event:
Details Details

] a

[ § ]

n "

Topic Sentence:

Another key idea/event: Conclusion

Details

(For more information about the Four-Squate approach see: Four-Square Writing Method: A
Unique Approach to Teaching Basic Writing Skills, Gould, E.J and Gould, J.S., Teaching and
Learning Company, 1999).




Possible Generic Writing Prompts

1. What is your earliest memory?

2. What do you want to be when you grow up?

3. Imagine you are building a spaceship to travel to the moon. What does it look
like?

4. Imagine you are an inventor. What will you invent? How will you build it?

If you were given one super power, what would it be? What would you use this

super power for?

if you could live anywhere in the world, where would you live? Why?

Describe one thing you are thankful for.

What would your life be like if you were born one hundred years ago?

What would you do if you had a million dollars?

10 Describe your favorite sport and why you like it.

11.Pretend you are a daring explorer. Where will you travel to? What will you see?

12. How are you similar to your parents? How are you different?

13. Describe one thing that makes you unique.

14.Imagine you wake up one morning and discover that you have been turned into
a tyrannosaurus rex. What will you do?

15.What are three numbers that you like? How do these numbers relate to one
another?

16.What is your favorite color? Your least favorite color?

17. Describe a job you would not like to have.

18.What is your favorite subject in school? Why do you like this subject?

19. Describe what your life would be like if you were 10 feet tall.

20.What is your favorite fairy tale? Write what happens in this story.

21.What's the most important thing you would like to do this summer?

22.Go for a walk. Write a sentence about the walk you went on.

23.Write about a trick you would like to play on your mom.

24 What is your favorite thing to do when you play outside?

25.What is your favorite thing to do when you play inside?

26.Tell about what you will be when you grow up.

27 .Write about what you would like to do for your next birthday.

28.1f you could go on a vacation anywhere in the world, where would you go?

29.Make a list of groceries that you think mom or dad should buy for you from the
store.

30.Tell about an animal you would like to have for a pet.

31.What would you do if there was a dragon stuck under your bed?

32.What is the funniest thing that you have ever seen?

33.What did you do today?

34.What is something you would like to learn more about?

35.What kind of pet do you think a teacher should get for their classroom?

36.What is the best movie you have ever seen?

37.Tell about your most favorite book.

i
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38.Tell about your favorite holiday. Tell why it is your favorite.

39.Tell about your favorite restaurant. Tell why it is your favorite.

40.Write a poem about what you think second grade will be like.

47.Do you think you will get married?? Write about what you think it will be like.

42.What is something you love about yourself?

43.1f you could change anything about yourself, what would it be?

44.Make a list of the things you are most thankful for in your life.

45. Which season do you like the most?? Why??

46.Which season do you like the least, why????

47.You just won $1,000,000. What are you going to do first?

48.Tell about a time when you were kind to someone.

49.Tell about your favorite song.

50. Write a story about the mysterious zizzybaloobuh that you just found in your
bathtub.

51.What is something that makes you ANGRY!!I!

52.Tell about your favorite sport.

53.Tell about the last time you cried.

54 What are you scared of?

55.You found a magic wand! What would you do with it?

56.Tell about your favorite food and why it is so good.

57.Have a family member write something about you today.

>8.What would happen to you if you never went to school?

59.In second grade, | want to learn about...

60. My favorite animal is a.. .

61.This is a list of things | like to do when | can’t watch television or play video
games.

62.What would you like to say to the President?

63.What is something you are really good at doing or creating?

64.What should you do if there is a bully on your bus?

65.When I'm 100 years old...

66.f a cat could talk, what would they say?






