
The Outsiders 
Chapter 5 Reading Journal Options 
 
Choice #1:  Explain how Johnny and Ponyboy feel about their time hiding out in the church.  Think 
about how they got along, how they passed time, their feelings about the killing…everything. 
 
Choice #2:  Ponyboy watching the sunrise and reciting the poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” is a really 
important moment in the story.  Describe what the poem means to you as a reader when you think about 
the situation Johnny and Pony are in.  Why do you think S.E. Hinton chose this poem for this scene? 
 
Choice #3:  When Dally shows, describe what you think his state of mind is.  How does he feel about 
everything blowing up between the Greasers and Socs over the killing?  Do you think he will act on any 
of his feelings?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
The Outsiders 
Chapter 5 Reading Journal Options 
 
Choice #1:  Explain how Johnny and Ponyboy feel about their time hiding out in the church.  Think 
about how they got along, how they passed time, their feelings about the killing…everything. 
 
Choice #2:  Ponyboy watching the sunrise and reciting the poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” is a really 
important moment in the story.  Describe what the poem means to you as a reader when you think about 
the situation Johnny and Pony are in.  Why do you think S.E. Hinton chose this poem for this scene? 
 
Choice #3:  When Dally shows, describe what you think his state of mind is.  How does he feel about 
everything blowing up between the Greasers and Socs over the killing?  Do you think he will act on any 
of his feelings?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
The Outsiders 
Chapter 5 Reading Journal Options 
 
Choice #1:  Explain how Johnny and Ponyboy feel about their time hiding out in the church.  Think 
about how they got along, how they passed time, their feelings about the killing…everything. 
 
Choice #2:  Ponyboy watching the sunrise and reciting the poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” is a really 
important moment in the story.  Describe what the poem means to you as a reader when you think about 
the situation Johnny and Pony are in.  Why do you think S.E. Hinton chose this poem for this scene? 
 
Choice #3:  When Dally shows, describe what you think his state of mind is.  How does he feel about 
everything blowing up between the Greasers and Socs over the killing?  Do you think he will act on any 
of his feelings?  Why or why not? 
 


