
Routing for Beginners by Harry (aka Harrysin) 

Lesson One 

http://www.routerforums.com/guide-bushings-templates/21306-routing-tutorial-beginners.html 

The first shot shows the finished project, a coin tray for the dressing table, I could have made it 
on the lathe in perhaps half an hour, or even with the router in a much shorter time than this one 
took, however, the whole idea of this tutorial is to show beginners, who are no doubt only 
familiar with table routing, that there are other, more exciting ways in which the router can be 
used, I've generally used metric measurements because of the cutters and template guides that I 
have, however, this coin tray can be any size or height that you want, based on what cutters and 
guides you have. The piece of American Oak that I used just happened to measure 8.5" x 7" x 1 
3/8" which added an extra stage to reduce it's height after routing both inside and outside. I 
would suggest that a 1" thick piece would be better, also a thinner template, about 3/8", this 
would mean that a collet extension wouldn't be needed. If a dish cutter isn't available, just leave 
the inside corner square. 

When sorting the photos, I realised that I had failed to take shots of some operations, the most 
important being how I routed the inside of the tray, so I did a mock set-up to show this with three 
shots at the end. If anyone has questions, don't hesitate to ask, the chances are that other 
members have the same questions but are too shy to ask, or feel that the question is foolish, no 
such thing, if you were in a classroom I'm sure you would raise your hand! 
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