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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Blackiock & o apidy axponding viloge silualed
on e comst south-east of Dundalk. From ik
ciiging o a fishing wiloga i developead Inlo o
popuUkar seasite fesorl ond valuable ratural
amenthy for its wider hinksdond becouse of ite
beach, shallow waken and specIoolUion views.
In more recant firmes IEhos become o Rghly
desicible resicdential arec with o vibran
commeicial centrs conslshing of shops, pukss,
mastouwants and cafes.

Afthough mecessany and veny welcoma, the
et Cined OCoInGg Tegenssation and
redeveiopment of properies on Main Sheed,
resuliing from fhe expansion of Blackrock, hos
the polentiol fo sgnificonty changs fhe
tradifional esasids charocter and sheatscops of
thea village cenlie. Blackicck Tidy Townd
Commities, in occordance with ther Viloge
Flan 2004-2008, undertock 1o recod the
archifechnsl chamchar of Main Sheef of o
cumant point in me and o devalop proprosals
fex indserm reew hiasigne a0 fhat the inlinsic
chotocter ol 1he shesst will not be kst whise
magenanafion and edoweloprment proceed of
the banett of the wilops and the community.

in 50 doing i s hopsd thot Blockrock con ovold
e ype of Inoppropriate devslopmant thol has
oocurred in o rumber of simiiar iocotions
arcund the couniny

Thie Terrns of Reference for the proect
nchided

» The compdation of o photogrophic recond
s desciphon of eoch building

= An opgraisal of the essential choracter of
fhe sheat

& Recommenddlions on how fuhore desslon-
ments con confribute o fhe reteniion of mis
chonocher



Blackrock hos ploved a prorinent part inthe
higtory of Dundalk and the surownding
hintedond, cnd was fist nofed oz a villoge n
1752, Blockiook s poriculorly associabtad with
the fifleenth of August, whana /s frodition to
wizlt the wiboge having complsled he annual
izl o Ladywall Shiine in Dundalk. This bodilion,
glill praclised, wos fist roled in 1834,

The Ordreance Sumvey [O5] Map ol 1835 shows
Mair Slreat with bubdings concendraled

odiocent to the shone, with iong plots behindg,

The fesl survey of the villoge was ncluded n
the Lewis Topograpbical Dictionany of Inetand
[1E37] which describes Blockook fhus:

.. rvillaga, in he povish of
HAGEARDSTOWN, barony of UWPPER DUNDALK
coumhy of LOUTH, and the provinoe of
LEINSTER, 2 milas ] from Duncialk;
conmoung 434 inhatdons, This pioce s
siturred on the bay of Dundalk, ond confoing
about 80 howsss, which are necty buit, The
baach i3 smoodh ard soff, and pesculiony
ockpitad o soo-bofhing: and, I o

szl I rrigiht Descorme o wortaring-plooe of
ol affroction. IF i ot presant misch
freguerdad, curing the sumnner seoson, by
the forrmars of fhe indond counfies, bofh for
the purposss of bathing ond drinking the sea
Wrhar

By 1841 the population of Blockock hod
reached 500 and the villoge contaned 95
hew inmr,. minathy arnall thirmtehad firhearmen's

colages.

The 215 Maop of 1907 shows substontial
devaloprnant inthe long plods bahind the
rcn shaed, Ssveaad holals ae ndicaled an this
mcp as e the promenodo o we woukd
ecogrise ftodoy. -



In ihwa early 1280 Blockock and
Hoogordstown hod o population

[ leregeshy anal | of opotoximatety 2400
peopla, This has risen o approximealely
£000 to-doy and is expected fo ba
TOL000 by 2025 ghven cunent
developrmen rolea.

The oty of devaloprment in ke
trmea hoan bean realdantiol.
BRCOMpossing cne off vilos o
archifeciual note and housng esloles
of ganenaby high gudity, The viloge
has easy access o Dundok for
resickenis but opporfunities still exist for
fhe provision of local neighbouhood
senvices within the vikoge.

The character of Main Stest and the
promenocde hos changed from tournst
relorhed shops, hotels and bars fo
neighboirhood focilibes 1o sepse the

spcanclecd paoami iberhiesn.

The promenode must rermain he
Mhain streat” forn whot B cssentially o
srrwll fonwn wihike rcartolning ifs
frosdicnal sec-sde viloge harfoogse,



1.1 Historical Milestones in Blackrock's Development

1845: The intention of Thomas Forascuss
T badid a =0 wall the lengih of hain
Streat was first docurmeanted ond work
commencad on fhis praject in 1851, The
plon exacutad cormpriged two walls, one
at the edge of the cormageway and
ancther furher down the shote, with an
esplonode in balwean,

185%9: Lifeboat Holse established of
south end of Main Shesl which rermalned
in wa until fhe sanvice wos relocaled In
1900, A slipwcy 1o-still 0 edstence of fnls
paint and marks he southam end of the
public promenode.

1884 KMNorh Sicw Hodal bt [Sinca
dermolishiad]

1922: Catholc Church | 51, Olves
Phurkestts] bl

1925 Jow Halpenny estoblished tha
“Wicdet” bus sendce from Dundolk 1o
Blackock. which continues to the prement
oy This senvice meploced the Bl
sevices that used fo un along the saome
route.

1928:  Doveloprmen Associolion
fosuricded,

192%:  Powvilion Donce Hail ofeared ond
rerrcined] in ugse wndl the 19800,

1932: Main Sheet elechified and o new
willoge sewenage scheme inboduced
followdrig Innunnembie commpbaints over tha
DEVioUE YeOrs,

1939 Skafing Hall cpened, and
emained in use unlll the 1980,



1939-1944: Cuiing WA the vloge proved increasingly ponuiarn with visfios from
Morfheen Ineloend, Anecdotal evidence suggests up to 150 buses podang crcaund the villoge
ot weakends,

1947: Developrment Associofion prepoaed and opened an 18 hole Plich & Puft colese on
Sondy Lars,

1¥52: Promenade wall reconsiucied fo accommodate the widening of Main Sest o
toke ocoount of moreasing offic keweds,

1962: Blockock ouldoor swimming pool openaed by MNell Bloyney 1.0, Minisksr for Local
GEovesnmeant. The project hod been compleled over the preceding tweive maonthe ot o cost
of £ 20,000,

2000: Demrnot Ahetn 1.0, then Minister for Social, Cormrnunity and Farmily Aflais. ofliciclby
urivefad e Milensiurn Sundial af Backock Promenada,



2.0 ASSESSMENT OF THE EXISTING URBAN FORM.




2.1 Character of the Landscape Setiing
|

Blockrock villioge & shucted on the coaat ¥ km south-
east of Dundalk, In comman with a nurmber of aasl
coos! localions, 1he beach hos o very gantle crodien
and the sea refreots atsead B oot low fioe,

The exposed scobed 5o mishure of 2and ard mud
feats, IF i suitabie and festile habital for a varety of
birds, Inclhuding Brenf Geese ond Dunlins, The River
Fone jio the soufh of Blockiockl entersthe sea os o
channel crossng from south to noefh o font of fhe
prCEmenode,

The primoey focus of he sheet & the prospect eosf to
fhe sea and 1o the mountaing of the: Cocley: Peninsula,
Tt moathy, thee fowessr of 51 Civer Plunicest's church ocin
as g secondany focol pont o the shesd.

The sea wall and seaward focdpath give the sreet a
shrong poedoshiaon prescnocoe and oot os a valucilo
public armenify,




2.2 Pattern and Shape

Willoge aclivity s centred an Main Slresl which wns
o a Morth Soulh oxds.

he shes!l can ba biokan down into four distinet
Fam iy

Form 1! This in cantred arcamid fhee nodhum cor-pork
and has sesh much regensalion in ecen
wears [ has become o commercial local
podral for e villkaos,

Zone 2 This conbains rmainly langes scale
commensial buldings conaning many
restouronts and shops,

fiome 31 With buldings generally smaller n scale. fhis
zone has sesn ees development and has
mcee Esdendiod use of ground level.

Jore 4 The soufhem and which Ros seen o mis of
shdes in recent vean bulb ks developrmant,

Ihe streat onfogs & edramely permeabio with
recplor braoks inthe buliding lre with lonewoy
aiccass o the long o plots behird Moin Steed,

This s o mathar unigus hpological feature ond
presents o apporfuniby To irmgrove variety of use
and odd inferest 1o the sfreatscops, The plofs o 1he
ey of Main Sreat hove bean neglecksd in lieu ol
exfenaive subwrban sprowd inrecent vears,



2.3 Buildings of Main Street.
|

Blockomck's Moin Streat offors o plecsant sfrectscape, The bulcing line acts aso
backdrop for the public ermeanity provided by the promenode, The streset honfage bas
a cohemant fywihrm with on assomment of bullding haeighte. widths and scaole. stepped
ecves and rdos levels and this is especially noficeobio when viewed from the beoch
ond fhe seo.

The: majorily al ihe shuchures are egulaely fenestaled leraced and sermi-deloched
houses, many of which include commercial premises on ke ground floor. To the
rzeiten erd, thee s a higher concenirafion of larges bubdings, which sereed as
hoteds in saer years, Although some sluchuras have been modamissd o focililale
hwearty-fiel-centuy nesds, (he loyoul and bulding design i cerainly eighteanth and
rinaieanth ceniury n chamociar,

Thaugh the achitacture warkes in lvpe s oveiall chieoctas s enhonced By COMmon
feaiues which we endeavou fo highlight for fulue develapment relerence.

Age

Bubdings vary in age friom the ety ninetesnih century o the present doy and eshibit
on adherence fo wemooulor pinciples confemporany o thelr era of compleficn,
These are buildings of wlilthy with few shdishic or deconative flowishes, None of the
bulidirgs on Maln Sieet hos ony specific orchitectunal met, but regonded os o whole,
fhey exhibt o hodiicng seq-side vikoge chorocter thot coe showd be foken to
enhance and maniain,

Height

Buidings vany in height from bwo to thiee storeys,

The haighits of fhe bulidings vany frorn low two storey o higher two storey buldings, and
o sirnilor hsight range olso exisls for the thiee storey buidings, Ridge heights and
eoves levels also vary significantly fo preduce quite o ronge of stepping along the full
length of the strest,

Scole

The buildings ore genamly srmoall n scole refiecting the namow ploks 1o the ear. Some
have baen joined fogether fo fomrn e bulldings, Maintaining o varley of idoo
hrzighta hos proved succasshd Inthese instances,

I mist atso be noted hal ganamlly e buildings to 1he nordfwen and of (he shest aie
larger in scoale,



Matedals

Mcst Bulldirgs ars rendesad, The fexture of erder vaies fiom smooth o a cocse wel
diash. Horzortaby the fosdure moy change frorm ermooth at tho lowar lovel ond coarsoe
ateve bul indeed the evase is also evident,

Thare s wony Bile exposed brickwork or slonewonk in evidence to the focodes. howeseagr
fhe chimneys are predoménontly constucied In red brck,

The rondés are mcathy piched in ine wif the srest and finished with o blusitéack slots
The use of goibles 1o the sheet ond metal clodding o the roof it o emall numiber of

bulkdings hos added lithe to the overall sheetscope.

Thee is g ecent infroduction of poshed gronite to the southem end amidst o small
riurmizer of arificial ubble stone clodding buldings,

Cirigincd tirnbscr windows and doon hove baan raplocad o o vary lorga doones with
white uPWYCZ. Ciost kon romrmenater goods hoyve also been miosily reploced by o ufYE
subsfitute,

Coloyr

The builcings are o mis of painted and unpainted rendsr and as such thers B an
owverall grevness to the sheet. The coloured bulldings ore predorninataly in light pasfel
shodes and therefoe mvted tones predominate, Two Dulldings hove Doan very
brighlly panted bt this had led to o sighty unbalonced eflect overall, & coloawr
schame hos been sugoested o Blockook in Mach S008 by the Tichy Townn
Cammities [ see appandlk 2 ] in orde to provice o coheshe visual unify 1o the oot
The use of sfronger colows to the eveals of the windows & presaient and s 1o be
ancoumnged,



Shop-fronts

The great relaing g shong resdantial choracter, punciuagied by clusters of commarcial
oty with froditional shop fronts, These o marked distinction in sheel fronioge
clong fhe couse of the shest, between the closed ond Ingsor nohure of privabe
hoses and the more octive iontoge of buildings Inpublic use such os shops, bons
ond restourants. Shop-fronts vary from o sngle sign, o deconated window to g more
fradifionad she In panfed imber, Some plarhc sligns alsc axdsf, Thee & thesioms no
real Cobenerce o fhe owerall design.

Fenesiration

Abevis thes grenmicd floor, sanclosss cne peackominonty wadicol inemnpihosiz, theicgh e
moe recent odditions and renovations to the sireel incorponate broadsr windows.
Chibgincd fimbeer windows geneolly hove besn reploced by uPVE windows, 2ome with
lsad-wornk insed. Modem addiions include proecting bay windows,

Sobles

Ag a result of the varing bullding haighis. the gable ends of the bulldings aro wiany
visiole with few windows, Recent developments have bequn fo ploce windows on the
comess of the gablas to explolf the views noeth 1o the mountosng. This & not 0 keepirg
with e ovesigll characier of ihe sheal



ha cuuality of the promenode and he
affowing people o congregafe, Modam

g howe baon a walcome addidion o tha

2 of shest fumiture, Head on porking on this
& view from within o poriked vahscio.

wide e opporiunity o odd infemst ond
afbe fhey are public o privals areas wilh
withoud ary sat ordear,

.
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