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PREFACE

N the intimate revelation of his own personality given in
his book Conflict and Dyeam Dr. Rivers referred to his
investigations in social organization as “ the scientific problem
which forms perhaps my most important ctatribution to
ethnology ”’ (p. 133) ; and he has made it clear in the same
book that the claims of ethnology were so insistent as to
bave decided him to abandon work in physiclogy, medicine,
and psychology, in each of which branches of science he had
achieved conspicuous success, both in original research
and teaching, in order to devote his whole attention to the
urgent problems of the study of man. On his own admission
his work on Social Organization was his greatest achievement
in his chosen field of investigation. Hence it became my
primary object as his literary executor to rescue everything
that he had written on the subject.

This book is based upon the manuscript prepared by
Dr. Rivers in 1920 and used by him in two courses of lectures
in Cambridge in 1921 and 1922. It had been his intention
to revise his manuscript in the summer of 1922 for a course
of lectures in India during the winter 1922-3, and to publish
it in the form of a book. While recognizing the imperative
duty of getting the manuscript published, I realized that it
consisted of little more than lecture notes, which needed
drastic editing, such as Rivers himself propesed to bestow
upon them, before they could be published. It was a great
relief to me when Mr. Perry undertook the difficult and onerous
task of preparing this work for the* Pyess, for no one else has
either the special knowledge of the evidence or the sympathetic
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understanding of Rivers’ attitude towards the problems
discussed in the book.

In the original manuscript there was a lack of coherence
and consistency in the various chapters, especially in these
dealing with kinship and marriage; and the ambiguities
had to be cleared up. In certain cases where the meaning
of the author was not quite clear Mr. Perry substituted for
doubtful passages quotations from Rivers’ earlier writings,
more especially The History of Melanesian Society and Kinship
and Social Organization, and thus made certain that his real
opinion was given to the reader. In the course of this adjust-
ment Chapters II, II1, and IV had to be in large measure
rewritten, and Mr. Perry has added an Appendix (III) to make
clear his own attitude with regard to what is known as the
“ Dual Organization . I urged this course on him because
during the session when Dr. Rivers was delivering these lectures
in Cambridge for the last time Mr. Perry was writing his book
on The Children of the Sun, which deals with some of the
problems discussed in this book, but from a different angle.
When I saw Dr. Rivers a fortnight before his death he told
me that he was looking forward to the summer vacation
(of 1922), when he intended to read the manuscript of Perry’s
book, and by discussion with him hoped to clear away the
discrepancies in their interpretations of the evidence relating
to social organization, and especially the question of the
dual organization. It is a great misfortune that his death
should have occurred before this colloquinm could take place.

In urging Mr. Perry to deal in this drastic fashion with parts
of the book I was prompted by the desire not only to make
the book as coherent and lucid a guide as possible for
the students, who will make it their vade-mecum, but also
to do what Dr. Rivers himself would have done had he been
spared to prepare the book himself. Although the chapters
mentioned have been recast, the rest of the book is essentially
as it was when Rivers died, except for a few minor literary
corrections.
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Realizing that the book is certain to be the standard text-
book upon a very difficult subject and an enduring memorial
of the author, who inaugurated the great advance in ethno-
logical technique expressed in it, Mr. Perry has devoted
a vast amount of time and labour to the preparation of the
manuscript for the Press. In fact, he has done so much
that his name ought to appear as part-author; but he has
preferred to give lucid expression and consistency to Dr. Rivers’
views rather than obtrude his own opinions.

A work which deals with the foundations of society cannot be
stripped of all its puzzling intricacies; but in this bogk the
problems have been put into the simplest possible formn of
expression. It might, perbaps, help in understanding - the
exposition if at the outset the reader studies the first and
third Appendices and examines the concrete illustration of
the principles of social organization which in Appendix T1I
Mr. Perry has quoted from the Old Testament. Mr. Perry
is responsible for all the bibliographical references (excepting
those in Appendix I) as well as for the note on Bibliography
which follows the Preface.

For, permission to reprint, as Appendix I in this book, the
illuminating article written in 1go7 by Dr. Rivers ' On the
Origin of the Classificatory System of Relationships **, which
was published in the Amthropological Essays presemied to
E. B. Tylor, I wish to express my gratitude to the Secretary
of the Clarendon Press in Oxford.
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