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A Proposal for the Study of Reform and Governance
of Local Governments in China

CHEN Zhen-ming
(School of Public Affairs, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: Promoting reforms of local governments is an imperative in the current campaign of deepening China’ s reform of
administrative systems. Therefore, an urgent task for Chinese researchers on public administration is to summarize related
experiences and lessons at home and abroad and then explore a systematic approach to reforming local governments in China in the
present period of transformation. It follows that it is imperative to construct a systematic framework for such research, gain a clear
understanding of the status quo in this field of research so as to identify research questions and objectives, tackle methodelogical
issues, and formulate a systematic theory for the reform and governance of local governments as well as bringing forth a feasible
proposal by carrying out theoretical explorations, empirical studies and researches focused on seeking solutions.
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