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RULES OF EVIDENCE | FEDERAL

ARTICLE: I GENERAL PROVISIONS

RULES: 101 through 106
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RULE 101 | SCOPE; DEFINITIONS

(a) SCOPE. These rules apply to proceedings in United States
courts. The specific courts and proceedings to which the rules
apply, along with exceptions, are set out in Rule 1101.

(b) DEFINITIONS. In these rules:
(1) "civil case" means a civil action or proceeding;
(2) "criminal case" includes a criminal proceeding;
(3) "public office" includes a public agency;

(4) "record" includes a memorandum, report, or data
compilation;

(5) a "rule prescribed by the Supreme Court" means a
rule adopted by the Supreme Court under statutory
authority; and

(6) a reference to any kind of written material or any
other medium includes electronically stored information.

(As amended Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Oct. 1, 1987; Apr. 25, 1988, eff. Nov. 1, 1988; Apr.
22,1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 26, 2011, eff. Dec. 1, 2011.)
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RULE 102 | PURPOSE

These rules should be construed so as to administer every
proceeding fairly, eliminate unjustifiable expense and delay, and
promote the development of evidence law, to the end of ascertaining
the truth and securing a just determination.

(As amended Apr. 26, 2011, eff. Dec. 1, 2011.)
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RULE 103 | RULINGS ON EVIDENCE

(a) PRESERVING A CLAIM OF ERROR. A party may claim error in
a ruling to admit or exclude evidence only if the error affects a
substantial right of the party and:

(1) if the ruling admits evidence, a party, on the
record:

(A) timely objects or moves to strike; and

(B) states the specific ground, unless it was
apparent from the context; or

(2) if the ruling excludes evidence, a party informs the
court of its substance by an offer of proof, unless the
substance was apparent from the context.

(b) NOT NEEDING TO RENEW AN OBJECTION OR OFFER OF PROOF. Once
the court rules definitively on the record — either before or at
trial — a party need not renew an objection or offer of proof to
preserve a claim of error for appeal.

(c) COURT’S STATEMENT ABOUT THE RULING,; DIRECTING AN OFFER OF
PROOF. The court may make any statement about the character or
form of the evidence, the objection made, and the ruling. The court
may direct that an offer of proof be made in questionand - answer
form.

(d) PREVENTING THE JURY FROM HEARING INADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE.
To the extent practicable, the court must conduct a jury trial so
that inadmissible evidence 1is not suggested to the jury by any
means.

(e) TAKING NOTICE OF PLAIN ERROR. A court may take notice of
a plain error affecting a substantial right, even if the claim of
error was not properly preserved.

(As amended Apr. 17, 2000, eff. Dec. 1, 2000; Apr. 26, 2011, eff. Dec. 1, 2011.)
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RULE 104 | PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS

(a) IN GENERAL. The court must decide any preliminary question
about whether a witness 1is qualified, a privilege exists, or
evidence 1s admissible. In so deciding, the court is not bound by
evidence rules, except those on privilege.

(b) RELEVANCE THAT DEPENDS ON A FACT. When the relevance of
evidence depends on whether a fact exists, proof must be introduced
sufficient to support a finding that the fact does exist. The court
may admit the proposed evidence on the condition that the proof be
introduced later.

(c) CONDUCTING A HEARING SO THAT THE JURY CANNOT HEAR IT. The
court must conduct any hearing on a preliminary question so that
the jury cannot hear it if:

(1) the hearing involves the admissibility of a
confession;

(2) a defendant in a criminal case is a witness and so
requests; or

(3) justice so requires.

(d) CROSS-EXAMINING A DEFENDANT IN A CRIMINAL CASE. By
testifying on a preliminary question, a defendant in a criminal
case does not become subject to cross-examination on other issues
in the case.

(e) EVIDENCE RELEVANT TO WEIGHT AND CREDIBILITY. This rule
does not limit a party’s right to introduce before the Jjury
evidence that i1s relevant to the weight or credibility of other
evidence.

(As amended Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Oct. 1, 1987; Apr. 26, 2011, eff. Dec. 1, 2011.)
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RULE 105 | LIMITING EVIDENCE THAT IS NOT ADMISSIBLE AGAINST OTHER
PARTIES OR FOR OTHER PURPOSES

If the court admits evidence that is admissible against a
party or for a purpose — but not against another party or for
another purpose — the court, on timely request, must restrict the
evidence to its proper scope and instruct the jury accordingly.

(As amended Apr. 26, 2011, eff. Dec. 1, 2011.)
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RULE 106 | REMAINDER OF OR RELATED WRITINGS OR RECORDED STATEMENTS

If a party introduces all or part of a writing or recorded
statement, an adverse party may require the introduction, at that

time, of any other part — or any other writing or recorded
statement — that in fairness ought to be considered at the same
time.

(As amended Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Oct. 1, 1987; Apr. 26, 2011, eff. Dec. 1, 2011.)
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APPENDIX
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

TextBookDiscrimination.com is not the author of these rules.
Instead, TextBookDiscrimination.com merely re-printed and

reformatted them for easier use.

ORIGINAL SOURCE

Item Link

I3

1 | Original Source http://www.USCourts.Gov/

CONTACT INFORMATION

E: TextBookDiscriminationlgmail.com

W: www.TextBookDiscrimination.com

Congratulations! You’re now booked up on all of the Federal
Rules of Evidence (Fed. R. Evid.)!
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