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Americans are in love with bottled water. 
Back in the 1970s, your grandparents drank 
water that came straight from the faucet. Today, 
the average American drinks at least one plastic 
bottle of water every day. 

Why Has Bottled Water Become So Popular? 
Bottled water has 
become popular for 
several reasons. Some 
say it is about taste. 
But in taste tests 
around the country, 
people often can’t tell 
the difference between 
bottled water and tap 
water.

Others say it is 
about purity. They 
believe that water in a plastic bottle is cleaner. 
+RZHYHU��WDS�ZDWHU�LQ�PDQ\�ELJ�FLWLHV��OLNH�1HZ�
York and San Francisco, is actually cleaner than 
much bottled water.

A third reason why water bottles have 
become popular is convenience. When a kid’s 
mom packs her lunch, it’s so simple to put a 
plastic bottle of water in the lunchbox.

Why Are Plastic Water Bottles a Problem?
The popularity of bottled water has created a 
problem across the United States and around the 
world. That problem is water-bottle trash. It is 
quite easy to recycle plastic water bottles, but 
many people don’t do it. Bottles that are put in 
trash cans often end up in ODQG¿OOV. 

What Can Be Done?
A few cities have 
decided to take action. 
In 2013, Concord, 
Massachusetts, became 
WKH�¿UVW�$PHULFDQ�FLW\�
to ban the sale of small 
plastic water bottles. 
As of 2019, more than 
100 American cities 
have placed some 

limits on selling plastic bottled water. But many 
towns and cities have done nothing. 

Your Task
Examine the document that follows. Think 
about the pros and cons of plastic water bottles. 
Then answer the question: Should your town 
ban the sale of plastic water bottles?

Should Your Town Ban the Sale of Plastic Water Bottles?

Background Essay

Getting the Gist: Using the sentence starters below, write a three-sentence summary of this 
Background Essay.

Plastic water bottles are popular for three reasons:   ,

, and   .

+RZHYHU��SODVWLF�ZDWHU�ERWWOHV�DUH�D�SUREOHP�EHFDXVH�� 

  .

One possible solution is  

  .
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Understanding the Question and Pre-Bucketing

Understanding the Question

1. What is the Micro-Q question?

2. :KLFK�WHUP�LQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�QHHGV�WR�EH�GH¿QHG"

3. Rewrite the question in your own words.

Pre-Bucketing
Directions: A bucket is a place to collect evidence to support your thesis. Using clues from the 
Micro-Q question, write labels under the buckets. You will choose one of these buckets to write your 
paragraph. 

OR

Kara Meyers
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Document A: Plastic Water Bottles by the Numbers

Source: Compiled from various sources.

Document Analysis
1. +RZ�PDQ\�SODVWLF�ZDWHU�ERWWOHV�ZHUH�VROG�LQ�WKH�86�LQ�����"

2. What percent of these bottles was not recycled?

3. +RZ�ORQJ�GRHV�LW�WDNH�D�SODVWLF�ZDWHU�ERWWOH�WR�GLVLQWHJUDWH��RU�EUHDN�GRZQ"

4. +RZ�PXFK�GRHV�LW�FRVW�RQH�SHUVRQ�WR�GULQN�ERWWOHG�ZDWHU�IRU�RQH�\HDU"

5. +RZ�PXFK�GRHV�LW�FRVW�RQH�SHUVRQ�WR�GULQN�WKH�VDPH�DPRXQW�RI�WDS�ZDWHU�IRU�RQH�\HDU"

��� Should the sale of plastic water bottles be banned in your town? Use evidence from this 
document to support your answer.

Number of plastic water bottles  
sold in US in 2016 50,000,000,000

Percent of US plastic water bottles 
recycled in 2016 30%

Percent of US plastic water bottles 
not recycled in 2016 70%

Years it takes a plastic water bottle  
to disintegrate 500 to 700

Cost for one person to drink 
bottled water for one year* $1,460

Cost for one person to drink  
the same amount of tap water  

for one year
50 cents

*calculated at eight 50-cent 8-oz bottles per day

Kara Meyers
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Ban or Do Not Ban

Evidence 1: 

Evidence 2: 

Argument: Our town should ban (or not ban) plastic water bottles 

because 

 .

Bucketing—Getting Ready to Write

Bucketing

Directions: $IWHU�H[DPLQLQJ�'RFXPHQW�$��GHFLGH�ZKLFK�DUJXPHQW��³EDQ´�RU�³GR�QRW�EDQ´��\RX�ZDQW�
WR�PDNH��:ULWH�³EDQ´�25�³GR�QRW�EDQ´�RQ�WKH�OLQH�XQGHU�\RXU�EXFNHW��7KHQ�ZULWH�LQ�WZR�SLHFHV�RI�
evidence from Document A. Finally, use the sentence starter to write a short argument. 

Kara Meyers
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