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Popular Sovereignty

m The power to rule comes

from the people.

m " Consent of the Governed”

m The Constitution
established popular
sovereignty in the
preamble,

“We the People. . . establish
this Constitution for the

United States of America. "




Republicanism

= Republicanism is based the
belief that people exercise their
power by voting for their
political representatives.

m Article 4, Section 4, of the
Constitution also calls for every
state to have a "republican form
of government."

m A republic is a form of
government in which the
supreme power rests in the body
of citizens entitled to vote and is
exercised by representatives
chosen directly or indirectly by
them.

m In a republic, people elect others
to represent them in the
government.



Federalism

m Federalism is a system of
government in which the states
and national government share
pOwers.

The Framers used federalism to
structure the Constitution.

m The Constitution assigns certain

powers to the national
government. These are delegated
powers.

m  Powers kept by the states are
reserved powers.

m Powers shared or exercised by
national and state governments
are known as concurrent Dpowers.

Federalism

Powers Powers
Delegated Shared Reserved
to the (Concurrent) for the

National Powers State
Government Governments

The overlapping spheres of power
bind the American people together.

National Level
Government

State Level
Government




Separation of Powers

m Established in order to
avold having too much
power might fall into the

CONSTITUT|ON hands of a single group
This principle creates the

division of basic
government roles into 3
AZLA A (HHEE UL branches. No one branch
-E“] L L is given all the power.

Executive Branch -
Leaislative Branch Judicial Branch :
: Articles 1,2, and 3 of the

Constitution detail how
powers are split among the
three branches




Checks and Balances

m Based on the philosophy
of Baron de
Montesquieu, an 18th-
century French thinker,
"Power should be a check

11
to powet.

m Each branch of
government can exercise
checks, or controls, over
the other branches.
Though the branches of
government are separate,
they rely on one another
to perform the work of
government.

m This ensures that the
branches work together
fairly.

SYSTEM OF
CHECKS AND BALANCES F B
IN THE VXECUT[V'E RANC“H

U. S. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

4 Approve presidential appointments
Authority to bring impeachment hearings
Power to override presidential vetoes
Control appropriations
Ratify treaties
Declare war

Grant reprieves and pardons

Appointjudges to fill
vacancies in the court

Y

Fnterpret laws and Presidential actions] Authority to call special sessions of Congress

Judges appointed by the President Presidentis Commander-in-Chief

Serve for life Power to veto bills

Arrows indicate the direction
of a check one branch
exerts over the other,

/" Power to institute new courts ™\

- | ﬂ Authority to impeach b i A
Approve Judicial appointments
N ade by Precidant LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

made by President /

Interpretlaws
Determine constitutionality

Serve for life 1



Limited Government

m In the American government
everyone, citizens and
powerful leaders alike, must

- obey the law. Individuals or

“lhat Jevern ent s
/z:s‘z‘ “which Joverns

groups cannot twist or bypass
the law to serve their own
interests.

; | m Article 1, Section 9, of the
/ /) Constitution lists the powers
Ca \87. denied to the Congress. Article
1, Section 10, forbids the states

HENRY DAVID THOREAU to take certain actions.

® The 10" Amendment reserves
for the states and people all
powers not given to the national
government nor denied to the
state governments .



Individual Rights

B The first ten amendments

The Bill of Rights
to the Constitution shield e Bill of Rights

mendments to the constitution |
Article T

people from an ovetrly e
Freedom of speech, religion, press,
powerful gOVCfﬂmeﬂt. petition and assembly.
Article IT
These amendments are Right to bear arms and militia.

called the Bill of Rights. Artiele 10T

Quartering of safdiers
Article IV
Warrants and seavches.

The Bill of Rights 8 [?gtlc%’a}’ i, B
guarantees certain g Jirttl‘i"; -
individual rights, of Speedy trial, witnesses and accusations.

. : Article VII
personal liberties and Right for a jury trial

- f( A Article VIIT
pﬂvﬂeges. L &’ Bail and fines.
A _
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