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In these days of specialization it takes a great deal 
of courage to write a textbook on general surgery. 
Yet the student must have his textbooks, and, to look 
at it from his point of view, if he is ex'pected to acquire 
a certain degree of general knowledge on surgery, which 
is only one of many subjects in his curriculum, surely 
he can expect an experienced surgeon to be able to 
broaden his own knowledge sufficiently to write a 

textbook that will cover the student's requirements. 
The author of this textbook is fully conscious of the 

difficulties of his task; he modestly and very neatly 
defines the limits of his ambition when he says, 

' the 
most I can hope is that my neurology will satisfy the 
urologists, my gynaecology the orthopaedists'. 
The author's courage and industry have been 

rewarded for he has produced a book that will have 
an immediate appeal to the student and if he assimilates 
the contents intelligently he will not only satisfy his 
examiners, but will have acquired a very sound ground- 
ing in surgery that will stand him in good stead when 
he goes into general practice, or form a firm foundation 
on which to build special surgical knowledge, should 
he wish to take higher examinations in surgery. 
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As this is a second edition, no special criticism of 
the contents is necessary. No material changes have 
been made, for the first edition only appeared a year 

ago. 
It is a book very well suited to the requirements of 

the student in this country and practitioners will find 
it a useful book of reference. 


